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necessitate a line for discussion within
Party., Leadership in every district
instructed to 1list membership of past
Seven or eight years o yelocate members
lost through lagk of gentaét or just
dropped out, Plans being made to
-teduce number cavried ps members at
large by assigning them to elubs in
order to exerclse discipline and collect
funds from them for PRarty use, CP

1956 Fund Drive scheduled for L/1/56 to
6/30/56, with goal of $179,000,00, with
%75,000400 to be allotted to National
Office, and $100,000.00 for "Dailw
Worken ' | |

Referral/Consult

Informant has furnished
copy of "raffle ticket™ type of book
prepared for possible use in transfer of
CP members., WILLIAM Z, FOSTER, CP
National Chairman, reported to have
stated CP aims to have "open" Party,
as opposed ta its "isolationism"-

of past five years when underground;
but in event McCarran Act is upheld,
underground will be reactivated ‘
FOSTER reported on 2/8/56 to be’
dissatisfied with leadership of

EUGENE DENNIS as CP General Secretary,
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CP, TSA, received invitation to, and
dispatched greetings to 20th Congress

of CPSU. Informant reports meeting of
National Board on 3/6/56 analwsed Congress
statements, endorsed "new line," stating,
"Russian system is right and will be
victorious," Meeting also decided to
adopt, as CP line, statement in KHRUSECHEV's
report to Congress that "co-existence is
possible and war is not inevitable," is
applicable to U,S., despite DEUNIS!
belief KHRI'SHCHEV had expressed opinion
people in US may have to use force and
violence. "Daily Worker" of 3/30/56,
referring to UN disarmament discussion,
called for "organized snd vociferous
pressure by the people" to achieve
disarmament., "Daily Worker" of 1/20/56
noted unanimity in UN Security Council
in condemnation of Israel, claiming this
was significant because of exclusion .

of USSR from preparation of resolution,
and thus a demonstration of Soviet

desire for peace, Editorial in "Daily
Worker" of 3/12/56 on exile of Archbishop
MAKARICS of Cyprus, claimed US
Administration is lined up. on side of
colonialism. Guide to be used

as basls of CP discussions on 1956
elections stetes most important

objective is building broad mass
movenents on issues, joining labor and
the peoples movement to defeat "the
Cadillac Cabinet"and its "Democratic
McCarthyite and Dixiecrat counterparts,”
as well as atbtacking the anti-Geneva
policies of some "Fair Deal% Democrats.
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"Eyes on Washington," a leaflet described
as "a program for peoplels legislation"
urges a platform of: fulfilling the
Geneva promise, peacetime taxes, *1.25
minimum ware, G0 ver cent farm price
support, federal aid to education and
housing, desegregation in education,
repeal of Smith and McCarran Acts and
abolition of McCarran-Walter Act,
Celebration of 75th birthday of FOSTER
evoked greetings from numerous Communist
Parties in European and Asian countries.
Government motion to have FOSTER stand
trial for violation of Smith Act regarded
as "Godsend," in that he will be figure
on which to have defense campaign and
portray him as martyr, CP, in steel
industry, to campaign for 30 hour

week, oppose increase in union dues

and try to get some of its members elected
as delegates to United Steelwor)

onvention in September, 1956, |
| Chairman, CP National Trade

nion Commission, stated at Philadelphia
meeting on 2/20/56 that C® can no longer
instruct top labor leaders what it want s
them to do «-~ instead it would have to
develop "a new left" among rank and

file union members. "Daily Worker"
published articles in January and
February, 1956, on discontinuance of
pension payments to veterans convicted,
although war heroes. WNational Negro
Commission at meeting in NYC on 1/7-8/56
heard r eport asserting yegro people still
exist in South as oppressed nation, and
that TILL murder case must take on antim
imperialist character and be linked to
world forces fighting for colonial freedom,

b -

ke
b7cC




a8

+
i/ .
4 o~
-t
/n

NY 100-4931

| | organizational
ol National Administrative Committoo

as of January, 1955, wrote in "Political

Affairs" of January, 1956, that CP should

help fomlabor-youth alliance as part -

of coalition to be built in 1956 electoral

campaign., "The Worker" of March L, 1956, e
noted that USSR was first country to b7C
make International Woments Day an

official holiday. National Farm

Commission not to be established --

instead, Commission consisting of

representatives from Midwestern Districts

of CP will serve as a Farm Commission,

In note of 19 i of poet

ROBERT BURNS,i "Daily _
Worker" columnist, on 1/25/56 observed
that BURNS was regarded as a "dangerous
character," and "for supporting Freedom!s
cause, Burns was closely watched by

FBI men of his time." Proposed meeting
between C", USA, and Canadian Communist
functionaries inrelstion to Jewish work
postpored until definite policies toward
the Jewish question have been formed,
"Morning Freiheit" of March 30, 1956,
announced that £157,336.00 had been
obtained in its "200,000,00 annual

fund drive, Article in "Jewish Life"

of February, 1956, declares solution

to Middle East problem can be had only
through Four Power agreement, exclusion
of USSR perpetuating cold war., DOYEY

A, WILKERSON, who attended meeting

of National Administrative Committee on
March 3, 1955, told a Jefferson Schecol
of Social Science class on March 6, 1956,
that a Marxist must be an atheist, but
mist realize religion must remain until
social conditions make it unnecessary.,

-5 -
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CP National Board reported on March 1,
1956, to have suggested dewoting March
to pushing FCSTER!s book on
international trade union movement,
April to DENNIS!' book, and May to book
by GIL GREEN, National Committee
member, "The Enemy Forgotten,"

MAX WEISS identified as in charge of
CP education nationally.
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. All informants in this repor'ﬁ have furnished
reliable informationin the past or were in a position
to furnish reliable information.

This is a joint report of pertinent activities
of the Communist Party, USA, during the quarterly
period, January 1, 1956 to March 31, 1956, prepared
by the following Special Agents:

GUSTAY S . ARRANDT

“WILLIAM C. MARTIN
JOSEPH P, MC COBM%CK

~JOSEPH T, QUIGLEY

HERBERT K. STALLINGS
ALPHONSE J, SUTKUS

I |
JOSEPH V. WATERS
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IDENTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS

The following named individuals, mentioned in this
report, may be identified as indicated below:

HERBERT APTHEKER

HERBERT APTHEKER testified on July 14, 1954, in the
case of UNITED STATES versus KUZMA, et al, conspiracy to
violate the Smith Act of 1940, which took place in the U.S.
District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania. APTHEKER
testified that he was at that time a member of the Communist
Party and had been a member since 1939,

MARION BACHRACH

MARION BACHRACH was indicted by a Federal Grand
Jury, Southern District of .New York, on June 20, 1951, on
charges of conspiring to violate the Smith Act of 1940, On
July 2, 1952, during the trial in U.S. District Court, Southern
District of New York, of UNITED STATES versus ELIZABETH GURLEY
FLYNN, et al, in which BACHRACH was a co~defendant on the
above charge, BACHRACH was severed from the trial due to
illness, BACHRACH is now on trial on the indictment returned
June 20, 1951,

PHIL BART

T-1 advised on February 2, 1956, that PHTIL BART is
A ssistant mxecutive Secretary of the Communist Party, USA.

i |Was convicted on May 25, 1955, in
U3S. District Court, Denver, Colorado, of consgpiracy to
violate the Smith Act of 1940,

Sandy, Utah, testified in U.S.
Distri COnTT, Denver, Cclorado, on that
he, was a member of the Comm$nIET‘PE?ﬁ§’TTTﬁTf___L
unt on bhehalf of the Government,

testitreoom that was the Rocky
Mountain regional director of the ComMMUMISE Party.

i
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ALBERT E, BLUMBERG

The "Daily Worker" dated November 23, 1955, page 3,
column 2, identified BLUMBERG as the National Legislative
Director of the Communist Party.

LOUIS E, BURNHAM

T-11l advised on January 10, 1956, that LOQUIS
BURNHAM is a member of the Steering Committee of the National
Negro Commission,

GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY

T-11 advised on December 8, 1955, that GEORGE BLAKE
CHARNEY was then chairman of the New York District of the
Communist Party, -

MORRIS CHILDS

T-1 advised on February 28, 1956, that MORRIS
CHILDS is a member of the Illinois-Indiana Communist Party
District Board, -

JOE CLARK

T-12 advised on September 30, 1955, that JOE
CLARK.was then the roreign Editor of the "Daily Worker.,"

CHARLES COE

T-6 advised on April 14, 1952, that CHARLES COE
was known to him to be a member of the National Farm Commission,

T-6 advised in March 1956 that COE is presently
a member of the Eastern Regional Farm Commission, Communist
Party, USA.

~

BENJAMIN J., DAVIS, JR.

BENJAMIN J, DAVIS, JR., was convicted on October 14,
1949, in U.S: District Court, Southern District of New York,
for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act.
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The "Daily Worker" edition of January 1, 1951,
page 1, column 1, stated that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., was
elected to the National Committee of the Communist Party
at the Communist Party convention in December, 1950,

EUGENE DENNTS

The "Daily Worker" of February 29, 1956, describes
EUGENE DENNIS as General Secretarg of the Communist Party.
DENNIS was convicted on October 14, 1949, in U.S. District
Court, Southern District of New York, for conspiracy to
violate the Smith Act.

T-8 advised on March 1, 1956, that | |
was coordinator of all Communist Pabty activity in the
South in early 1952 to the fall of 1953. At this time he
was switched in his assignment to coordinate the work of
the Texas Communist Party. Informant advised
continues to. function as a member of the Southern Regional
Committee of the Communist Party in charge of education.

HOWARD FAST

T-29 advised on February 21, 1947, that HOWARD
FAST was then a member of the Cultural Club Committee of the
Communist Party.

FRED FINE

T-11 advised on March 20, 1956, that FINE was the
National mxecutive Secretary of the Communist Party.

WILLIAM Z, FOSTER

The "Daily Worker" of December 5, 1955, page 2,
column 1, identified WILLTAM Z. FOSTER as National chairman
of the Communis% Party,

On July 20, 1948, WILLIAM Z. FOSTER was.indicted

by a Federal Grsnd Jury, Southern District of New York, on
charges of conspiracy to violate the Smith Act.

~12-




NY 100-4931

JOHN GATES

JOHN GATES was.convicted on Odtober 14, 1949, in
U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, of
conspiracy to violate the Smith Act GATES was identified
as editor-in-chief of the "Daily Wogker” in the "Daily
Worker" issue of March 23, 1956, page 8, column 2.

The "Daily Worker" of January 1, 1951, page 1,
column 1, lists GATES as a member of the National Committee
of the Communist Party, USA,

LILLIAN GATES

T-L4 advised in June 1955 that LILLIAN GATES was
then a member of the New York State Committee of the Communist

Party. .

GIL. GREEN

GIL GREEN was convicted on October 14, 1949, in
U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, of
conspiracy to violate the Smith Act. GREEN was elected to~
the National Committee of the Communist Party, USA, at its
fifteenth national convention, according to the "Daily
Worker" of January 1, 1951, page 1, column 1,

LOUIS HARAP

The February 27, 1956, issue of the "Daily Worker,"
page %’ column 1, refers to LOUIS HARAP as edijor of "Jewish
Life,™ :

BARBARA HARTLE

BARBARA HARTLE was convicted in the U.S; District
Court at Seattle, Washington, on October 10, 1953, of
conspiracy to violate the Smith Act of 1940,

IRVING HERMAN

. T-11 advised,on October 18, 1955, that IRVING
HERMAN had said that the national office of the Communist
Party had instructed that review commisgions be established
in every major Communist Party district. HERMAN said he
would be ogcupied Ffor two months assisting the setting up
of review commissions in the districts,
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T-1 advised on January 3, 1956, that |

was then of the Illinois-DuSable edition of!'The

Worker . "

JAMES E. JACKSON

An indictment was returned by a Federal Grand Jury
in U.S. Distriect Court, Southern District of New York, on
June 20, 1951, charging JAMES JACKSON with conspiracy to
violate the Smith Act. JACKSON evaded arrest until December
2, 1955, when he surrendered to the U, S. Attorney, New York
City,

ARNOLD JOHNSON was convicted in the U,.,S. District
Court, Southern District of New York, on January 21, 1953,
of conspiracy to violate the Smith Act of 1940,

is the wife of

HOWARD "STRETCH" JOHNSON

T-11l advised on January 10, 1956, that HOWARD
YSTRETCH" JOHNSON is a member of the Steering Committee of
the National Negro Commission.,

|was convicted in U,S. District
Court, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on August 13, 1954, of
conspiracy to violate the Smith Act.

T-6 advised in March 1956 that is a
Communist Party member from..the Albany area and is

of the Farmers!Union of the New York MilKkshed, an
organization of which ARCHIE WRIGHT, a Communist Party member,
is President.

~1l-
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RING LARDNER, JR,

RING LARDNER, JR,, was convicted of contempt of
Congress on June 22, 1950, in connection with hearings of
the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1947,

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT was convicted in the U.S. District
Court, Chicago, Illinois, on January 26, 1955, of violation.
of the Smith Act in that he was a member of the Communist
Party, knowing the Communist Party taught and advocated the |
overthrow and destruction of the government of the United
States by force and violence.

T-11l advised on December 8, 1955, that CLAUDE
LIGHTFOOT was then District organizer of the Illinois-Indiana
district of the Communist Party.

T-~13 advised on February 9, 1956, that he had
recently learned from a Communist Party functionary that the
national leadership of the Communist Party had decided to
remove from chis assignment as chairman of the National
Peace (ommIssion of the Communist Party and return him to the
staff of the "Daily Worker." ‘

On November 2, 1955, T-6 advised that
was probably a member of the State CommumTIst Party

Committee of New Jersey and was probably a member of the
Communist Party State Board of New Jersey.

An indictment was returned by a Federal Grand
Jury, U. S. District Court, Southern District of New York,
on June 20, 1951, charging with
conspiracy to violate the Smith Acto. evaded arrest
until December 5, 1955, when he surrenderec o the U.S.
Marshal, Newark, New Jersey. '

b7¢C
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JOHN T, MC MANUS

The March 26, 1956, issue of the "National
Guardian" in its masthead identifies JOHN T, MC MANUS as
general manager of that publication, .

JOSEPH NORTH

According to an article written by JOSEPH NORTH
which appeared in the "Dally Worker" issue of September 8,
1946, NORTH stated he had been a Communist Party member
since 1931,

T-9 made available on March 3, 1955, information
which indicated that JOSEPH NORTH was a member of a Communist
Party club in Westchester.County, New York, in 1952,

ANDREW ONDA

On January 18, 1952, ANDREW ONDA was indicted
by a Federal Grand Jury, Western District of Pennsylvania,
for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act. On November 14,
1952, ONDA was granted a severance from trial because of
111 health.

PETTIS PERRY

T-6 advised on August 25, 1954, that PETTIS PERRY
was Chairman of the Communist Party, USA, Farm Commission.

PETTIS PERRY was convicted on January 21, 1953, in
Tthe U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, of
conspiracy to violate the Smith Act.

PAUL ROBESON

T-37 advised in June 1950 that PAUL ROBESON was p7C
known to him prior to 1945 as a concealed Communist., ROBESON
has been denied a U, S, passport because of his Communist
activities,

T-6 advised on Fehruarv 15. 1956, that he had
learned from PHIL BART that is the overall political
. figure for the Communist Party 1In Minnesota, reaching into
Wisconsin and the Dakotas.

~16~
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WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN

T~1 advised on December 8, 1955, that. WILLIAM
SCHNEIDERMAN was then the District Organizer of the
California District Communist Party.

T-11 advised on December 8, 1955, that |
was then the Executive gecretary of the New Yor

DIstrict of the Communist Party.

T-13 advised on March 11, 1956, that was
the Natlonal Trade Union[______ land a member OT ThHE ,
.Executive Committee of the National Communist Party Board,

LOU SLOCUM

T-6 advised in March 1955 that LOU SLOCUM is a
Communist Party member in the New Jersey area and is
EXxecutive Secretary of the Eastern Farmers! Union.

NED SPARKS

T-11 advised on December 8, 1955, that as of
December 1955 NED SPARKS had been assigned to the national
office of the Comwunist Party and was handling propaganda
and ideological matters,

JACK STACHEL

JACK STACHEL was convicted in the U.S, District
Court, Southern District of New York, on October 14, 1949,
of conspiracy to violate the Smith Act of 1940,

) T~1 advised that| |was a member
of the Division Committee oF the Loop Division of the Illinois-
Indlana Communist Party district and was the leading Communist

Party member of the district with contacts among professional
people.

-17-
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T-11 advised on March 8, 1956, that a
member of the District Board of the Illinois~Indiana Communist
Party District, had been offered a position as an assistant
to FRED FINE and PHIL BART in the National Communist Tﬁfff;]

opose

‘Oic.anization Department. According to the informant,
had, at least for the time being, turned down this pr
assignment in the national office of the Communist Party,

- Y

& o

Cd

In 1948 | Mas appointed Assistant
National 1, abor 0 e Communist _Partv, according
to the "Daily wWorker, " November 18, 1943,

The "Daily Worker," January 1, 1951, page 1,
column 1, reflects STEIN was elected as an alternate to the
National Committee of the Communist Party in December 1950,
Oon June 20, 1951, was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury
in the Southern DiSETict of New York for violation of the
Smith Act. From that date until he was arrested near Twain
Harte, California, in the company of
Communist Party fugitive, on August s
whereabouts was unknown,

L4

On May 3, 1954,[:::::]was’sentenced in the Northern
District of california to two years on accessory charge and

one year on conspiracy to harbor, with three years to Serve,
i1s presently serving his Sentence at the PFederal House
of Detention, New York City, and is now on %trial on the
indictment returned June 20, 1951,

In January 1955 T-11 identified las
the Organizational of the National Administrative
Committee of the Communist Party, USA.

ED STRONG

T-1 advised on March 11, 1956, that ED STRONG was
then the head of the Department of the South for the national
office’of the Communist Party, '

-,-18—.
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|was convieted on October 14, 1949,
in U.S, District Court, Southern District of New York, of
conspiracy to violate the Smith Act,

:,’ N

The "Daily Worker" of January 1, 195], page 1,
column 1, 1ists.ROBERT THOMPSON as a memoer of the’ Natlonal
Commlttee of the Communist Party, USA, .

PAT TOOHEY

T-6 advised in March 1956 that PAT TOOHEY ig
Cchairman of the Fastern Regional Farm Comm1351gn, COmeQLSt
Party, USA, X

JAMES TORMEY

T-11 advised on March 20, 1956, that JAMES TORMEY
will be made a member of the Vatlonal Orfanlzational Comm1531a1
of the Communist Party, USA, as assistant to FRED FINE! ’

;

ALEXANDER TRACHTEVBERG

The "Daily Worker," December 1%, 1954, page 5,
colunn 1, identified ALEXAVDER TRACHTENanC as foundev and
head of Internatlonal Publishers,

MAX WEISS

An indictment was returned by the Federal Grand
Jury at Chicago, Illinois, on May 14, 1954, charging MAX
WEISS with violation of the Smith Act in that WEISS was-a
member of the Communist Party knowing that the Communist Party
taught and advocated the overthrow and destryction of" thc
government -of the United States by force ang v1olence ‘

T-13 stated on December 8, 1955, that MAX WEISS
was then a member of the National Admlnlstratlve Comm;ttee
of the Communist . Parsy,

SAUL WELLMAN

SAUL‘WLLLMAN was convictod in U,8, District qourt,
Detrolt, Michigan, on February 20, 1954, of consplragy Lo i
violate the Smith Act,

Ares
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DOXEY: A, WILKERSON

T-1 advised on March 3, 1955, that DOXEY A,
WILKERSON was in attendance at a meeting of ithe National
Administrative Coumittee of the Communist Party which was
held on March 3, 1955, in New York City, According to the
informant, the National Administrative Committee was the
highest body of the "legal® or "open" apparatus of the
Communist Party,

JOHN WILLIAMSQN

¢OHN WILLIAMSON was convicted on October 14, 1949,
in the U,S. District Court, Southern District of New Yorlk,

velied

of conspiracy to violate the Smith Act, He was released
from prison on March 1, 1955, WILLIAMSON was granted
permission to leave the United States voluntarily under
warrant for deportation and departed from the United States
for England on May 4, 1955,

WILLIAMSON was elected to the National Committee
of the Communist Party, USA, at its fifteenth national
convention, according to the "Dally Worker," January 1,

1951, page .l, column 1,

HENRY WINSTON

HENRY WINSTON was convicted on October 14, 1949,
in U.S, District Court, Southern District of New York, of
conspiracy to violate the Smith Act,

The "Daily Worker" of January 1, 1951, page 1,
column 1, lists HENRY WINSTON as a member of the National
Committee of the Communist Party, USA,

CARL WINTER

CARL WINTER was convicted in the U.S, District
Court, Southern District of New York, on October 14, 1949,
of conspiracy to violate the Smith Act of 1940,

The "Daily Worker" of January 1, 1951, page 1,

column 1, lists CARL WINTER as a member of the National
Committee of the Commynist Party, Usa,

<20+
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T-~19 advised on April 20, 1956, that as of May 1956
| is to become a close collaborator with EUGENE
IZNNIS and other top Communist Party functionaries,
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GLOSSARY OF ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

Set out herein are characterizations of organi-~
zations and publications mentioned in this report.

Abraham Lincoln Brigade

‘ - The Abraham Lincoln Brigade has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

American Federation of Polish Jews

‘ T-17 advised on May 12, 1949, that at the con-
vention of the American Federation of Polish Jews which was
held in New York City on March 26-27, 1949, the "right wing"
elements were eliminated and the "left wing" Communist
element was elected.

On December 20, 1949, T-17 reported he had
been informed by a member of the Communist Party that
the American Federation of Polish Jewswas under the full
control of the "left wing and progressive elements,"

 On May 17, 1955, T-17 stated that this
organlzation was still controlled by Communlsts and "left
wingers," \ ,

American Peace Crusade

R The American Peace Crusade has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450. '

"The American Socialist"

‘ On' February 16, 1955, T-45 advised that "The
American Socialist" is an official publication of the
Sogialist Union of America, and is distributed to the general
public. S '

Armenian Progressive League of Americs (APLA)

The APLA has been deSignated by the Attorney
Geﬁeral of the United ‘States pursuant to Executive Order
10450. '
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BRIEHL's Farm

The "Daily Worker" of August 31, 1942, reported
that FRED BRIEHL was elected to the New York State Committee
of the Communist Party in 1942.

Civil Rights Congress -

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450, :

"Daily People'!s World"

The "Daily People's World" was cited by the
Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report,
March 29, 1944, as the official organ of the Communist
Party of the West Coast.

"Daily Worker" ~ .
~ The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast daily.
Communist newspaper,

"Facts for Farmers"

"Among those publications which the committee
found 'to be Communist initiated and controlled, or so
strongly influenced as to be in the Stalin solar system.!'"

(California Committee on Un~American Activities, Report,
1948, page 224,)

International Publishers

- Cited as the "official American Communist
Party publishing housé" by the House Committee on Un~American
Activities, May 11, 1948,

International Workers Order (IWO)

The IWO has been designated by the Attorney
_Geﬁeral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450,

Jefferson School of Social Science - )
The Jefferson School of Social Science has bee

designated by the Attorney General of the United States

pursuant to Executive Order 10450, ~

-23
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"Jewish Life"

"Jewish Life", in the issue of April, 1952, page
22, columns 1 and 2, in an article entitled, "30th Birthday
Greetings to 'Morning Frelheit,'" stated in part: '"We of
'Jewish Life'! owe a special debt to the 'Morning Freiheit!
for we are its English speaking off-spring.”

Jewish Music Verband (Jewish Music Alliance) ;

T-17, on January 21, 1949, and again on May 17,
1955, advised that the Jewish Music Verband (Jewish Music
Alliance) is part of the Jewish cultural progressive movement
which is being carried out by the former Jewish Peoples
Fraternal Order, the Yiddisher Kultur Farpband, and other
Jewish mass organizations under the leadership of the
National Jewish Commission, Communist Party, USA.

Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order (JPFO)

The JPFO has been designated by the Attorney
Geﬁeral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450,

Labor Youth League (ILVL)

The LYL has been designated by the Attorney
Geﬁeral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450, ’

"Lraper"

"Lraper" is athrice~weekly newspaper published
in the Armenian language. The October 5, 1954, issue of
this publication reflects that it is owned by the APLA,

40 East 12th Street, New York City.

"March of Labor" o '

On January 22, 1953, T-12 advised that JOHN
STEUBEN, editor of the publication "March of Labor, has been
active 1n trade union work for the Communist Party, USA for
many years,

"Masses & Mainstream"

"Masses & Mainstream" was cited "as the
successor To "'New Masses, 'a Communist magazine,!" by
the Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities,
report number 1953, dated April 26, 1950, (originally
released October 23, 1949) page 75. :

-2l -
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"Morning Freiheit"

The "Daily Worker" for December 9, 1946, page 7,
column 1, editorially referred to the "Morning Freiheit"
as the Jewish language Communist newspaper.

"Narodni Glasnik"

Cited as Communist by the Congressional
Committee on Un~American Activities, Report on the American
Slav Congress and associated organizations, House Report
No. 1951, April 26, 1950, (originally released June 26, 1949)
page 15,

‘National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case

HOWARD RUSHMORE, a newspaper reporter wWith the
"New York Journal American", advised in January, 1952,
that this committee was formed on January 2, 1952, for the
purpose of obtaining a new trial for JULIUS and ETHEL
ROSENBERG., The ROSENBERGS and MORTON SOBELL were convicted,
of conspiracy to commit espionage, on March 29, 1951, in
the United States District Court, Southern District of New
York., The ROSENBERGS were sentenced to death on April 5,
1951, and MORTON SOBELL was sentenced to 30 years imprisonment
on the same date. The ROSENBERGS were executed on June
19, 1953. MORTON SOBELL is currently serving his sentence
at the United States Penitentiary, Alcatraz, California.

"National Guardian"

The 1049 report of the California Committee on
Un-American Activities on page 394, cited the "National
Guardian" as "a publication launched in New York in 1948
aiming at national circulation which they found from its
inception notoriously Stalinist in its staff, writers, manage-
ment and content." !

"New Challenge"

Considered by LYL members to be the officlal
monthly publication of the Labor Youth League, according
to T-30. '
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"Political Affairs"

Cited as an "official Communist Party monthly
theoretical organ" by the House Committee on Un-American
Activities, May 11, 1948, and April 1, 1947. . -

Socialist Union of America

On November 8, 1954, T-46 advised that the Social-
i1st Union of America was formed as a result of the split in
the Socialist Workers Party on November 21, 1953, at the
Mid-West Founding Conference, Detroit, Michigan. T-46
stated that the primarv reason for this split was that the
inority ewvoun led by also known as the

believed That The organization should enter

into other left wing groups, sich as the Communist Party,
with the intention of swinging these groups to the right
or left, thereby bringing about a revolution.

Socialist Workers Party

The Socialist Workers Party has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade

The Veterans of the Abrcham Lincoln Brigade has
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States
pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

"The Worker"

"The Worker" is the Sunday edition of the "Daily
Worker", previously mentioned. .

Yiddisher Kultur Farband (YKUF)

The YKUF has been designated by the Attorney
Geﬁeral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450,

=
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MEMBERSHIP

EBufile 106-3=68)
NYfile 100-80638)

This section was prepared by SA JOSEPH V, WATERS.

T-11 has advised on Jahuary 16, 1956, that the
Party leadership in every distric¢t received instructions to
make a list of the membership for phe past seven or eight
years in order to relocate those lost through lack of contact
or who just dropped out. Further, efforts are to be made to
go back to the smaller citles in several states in order to
re-establish Party contacts in those places neglected during
the time most of the leadership was underground,

This . informant? 2150 advised that plans were being
made to reduce the number Jf those carried by the Party as
members-at-large. It 1s expected everyone will be assigned
to a club except those who may be in very "strategic®
positions, Such persons may remain as members at large
but must be in contact with someone from the Party,

Assigument to & club 1s regarded as necessary,

first, to exercise discipline, and, secondly, to collect
dues and funds to provide for the Party's requirements,’

- li6 -
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INFORMANTS
IDENTITY LTE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
OF AN/ OR DESCRIPTION  RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION _FURNISHED
Tl
CG 582l - S CP Steel Commission  3/12/56 SA JOHN E.
meeting, 3/1C and 11/56  KEATING
CP National Farm 2/6/56 SA JOHN E.
Cormission not to be KBATING
established )
Politburo of National 2/28/56 SA JOHN E.
CP interest in farm KEATING
crisis
Documentation of
PHIL BART, DCXEY 4.
WILKERSON, MORRIS
CHILDS, WILLIAM
SCHNEIDERMAN
ED STRONG. | |
Decision to postpone UL/li/56 SA JOHN E,
CP convention KEATING
1 of[:;;; 2/9/56 SA JOHN E.
| from chairmanship KEATING
o' National Peace .
Commission
BENJAMIN J, DAVIS, JR.1/23/56 SA JOHN E.
to be chairman of New" ReaTING
York State CP; GEORGE
BLAKL: CHARNEY to become
Executive or Administrative
Secretary of NYSCP;
JOHN GATES ang £AX WEISS
made members of NYSCp
Board :
National Board 3/11/56 S& JOHN E.,
Meeting re "Daily KEATING
Worker"

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
- 177 -
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
oF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED EHOM
§9ﬁRCE OF INFORMATION EURNISHED
T2 .
| | ¢P Steel Commission 1/31/56
Conference on 1/29/56
T-3
| IcP Textile Commisslon 1/18/56
meeting on 1/1L/56 ‘
Tl n
| | cP meeting 2/20/56 2/21, SA B.PERKOWSKI,®R .
2l1/56 .
Teb e
| | Policy of CP for 2/7/56 SA THOMAS H.FARROW
white collar workers
to seek employment
in large corporations
Twb
Meeting of Eastern 2/15/56
Regional CP Farm —
Commission on RICHAKRD H.BLASSER
’ 2/25/56
Denver Convention of 2/29/56
NFU - /29/5 RICHARD
3/15/56 B, BLASSER
3/21/56
CP interest in 2/15/56
reinstituting '
"The Southerner" RICHARD H. BLASSER

and activities of
DON WEST

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Conttd)

4 ~\\1

N
)

IDENTITY  DATE OF ACTIVITY DAIE AGENT TO
OF AWD/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
m 2
Art exhibit for 2/29/56 SAS RICHARD H.

"Daily Worker",
"WNational Guardian",
and Committee for
Freedom for MORTON

SOBELT,

FOSTER birthday ¥ 10/56
celebraticn on 3/9/56
Decision to go 2/29/56
underground

Reason for surrender 2/29/56
of GIL GREEN

’

Re-evaluation of CP  2/29/56
policy from 1948 to

present; assignments

of personnel;CP awaiting
decision on McCarran

Act and Smith Act

appeals

ation of
LOU SLOCUW,
V0HEY and

CHARLwS COH, PETTIS
PERRY. |

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

‘ii%

e

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT ‘TO
OoF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION : FURNISHED

| Security Measures: 2/29/56

attempts to detect
Informants

T-7

NY 1637 - s% 3/7/56 3/1/56
CP, USA Receipts and 3/7/56
Expenditures, 1955

Security Measures: 3/7/56
New Method of Transfer

T-8

NY 1693 - S# CP farm matters in  3/1/56
South

Security Measures: 2/1/56
Use of pre-arranged
code

Documentation of

T~9

NY 129l -~ S+ Documentation of JOSEPH NORTH

Tl

DOXEY A. WILKERSON 3/7/56
conducted class in

"The Meaning of

Marxism® at Jefferson

School of Social

Science, 3/6/56

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINTSTRATIVE PACGE (Cont'd)
INFORMANTS (Conttd)

DaTE

,"j Q\\ @x‘

IDENTITY DA'TE OF ACTIVITY AGENT TO
oF AND /OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
T~11
ce 582L - 3 2/1/56 SA JOHN E.
fissatisfied
BEN DAVIS, JR, 2/10/56 SA JOHN E,
differs with
Nationgl CP
leadership
Elections to be 3/11/56 SA JOHN E.
discussed at National
CP Plenum
CP position on 1956 2/28/56 S4& JOHN E.
ele ctions
Composition of Negro 1/10/56 SA JOHN E,
Commission
Concentration on 2/1/56 S4 JOHN E.
Educational Work
Existence of Ed. 3/22/56 SA JOHN E.
Guide, California
CP
Pollcy at "Daily 1/16/56 SA JOHN E.
Worker"
Banning of STALIN's  2/2)/56 SA JOHN E,
book
Discussion of QP 1/10/56 SA JOHN E.

role in Negro
Liberation Movement

ADMINTSTRATIVE PAGE (COKT1p)
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. ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

headquarters of
CP, USA at 101 W,
16th Street, NYC

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Contrd)

- 182 -

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE, AGENT T0O
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
© Tell _ .
CG 582l - 8 Objectives of TILL 1/10/56 SA JOHNW E.
Case o
Defense Negro 1/10/56 SA JOHN E.
Legdership
Food and Funds 1/10/56 SA JOHN E.
Campaign
NAACP Washington 1/10/56 SA JOHN E.
Mobilization
3/16/56 SA JOHN E.
expelled from CP
CP fund ‘drive and 3/11/56 SA JOHN E.
budget for 1956
Security Measures: 4/2/56 SA JOHN E.
Stringent security
measures effected
Security Measures: 3/11/56 SA JOHN E.
) Use of blackboards
View of ED STRONG 1/10/56 SA JOHN E,
on AFL~CIO merger
Description of 3/11/56 SA JOHN E,

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING

KEATING
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ADNINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

. INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT T0

or AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM

SOURCE ____ OF INFORMATION ___ __ _ TURNISHED

T-11 )

CG 582l - S National Board 3/11/56 . SA JOHN E. KEATING
meeting on 3/5/56 - b6

‘ b7cC

Wational Board meeting 3/.7/56
on 3/6/56 _ '
Executive of National 3/8/56 SA JOHN E,
Board to be held on KEATING
3/15/56

Plenum to be held

Proposed agenda of 3/11/56 SA JOHN E. KEATING
L/28 to 30/56 '

Leadership situation 1/16/56 - SA JOHN E. KEATING
in CP, USA , . L
Dissatisfaction . 3/8/56 SA JOHN E. KBATING

with composition
of National Office

State of health of 2/1/56 SA JOHN E. KEATING ;
EUGENE DENNIS »

Evaluation of 2/1/56 SA JOHN E. KEATING
leadership o

EDWARD STRONG in 3/11/56 SA JOHN E, XEATING

charge of Department
of the South with

three full time workers
in South

ADMINISTRATIVE PACE (Cont'd)
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committee to
secure publication
of book by GIL

GREEN
Participation of 1/16 and
JACK STACHEL 18/56

in policy making of
OP,1USA and as editor
of "Daily Worker"

JAMES TORMEY to be 3/20/56
made member of National
Organization

Commission

Documentation of GEORGE
BLAKE CHARNEY, JAMES
TORMEY, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT,

FRED FING
BURNHAM, |
NED SPARKS.

- —

List of membership for 1/16/56
past seven or eight

years to be made‘up in

every district to re-~

locate those lost

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO

OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM

SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED

Te1l .
« CG 582l - S Appointment of 3/11/56 SA JOHN E, KEATING

SA JOHN E. KEATING

SA JOHN E, KEATING

SA JOHN E. KEATING

be
b7¢C

[
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont!'d)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED  WHOM .
SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
T-11
CG 582l -~ 8 Plans made to 1/16/56 SA JOHN E.
reduce number of KEATING
those carried by
CP as members at
large; assignment
to club regarded
as necessary
MNeal2
Documentation of
JOE CLARK,
"March of Labor"
Celebration of 1/2l/56 SA GUSTAV S.
32nd Anniversary ABRANDT
of "Daily Worker" '
on 1/20/56
JOHN GATE 1/6/56 SA GUSTAV S.
"Daily Worker" ABRANDT
editor
"Daily Worker™ L1/6/56 SA GUSTAV S,
staff meeting on ABRANDT
=& th Congress
T-13 \
cG 582L - 8 ED STRONG 2/1/56 SA JOHN E. -
differs with RKEATING

JAMES JACKSON

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO

OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED  WHOM

SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED

713

CG 582 ~ 8 CP position on 1/4./56 SA JOHN E,
1956 elections KEATING
Position of 1/16/56 SA JOHW E.
MAX WEISS as 1/18/56 KEATING
National Education
Director
NED SPARKS assistant  3/11/56 SA JOHN E.
to MAX WEISS KEATING
Publication of 3/1/56 SA JOHN E,
DENNIS! and KEATING
GATES! gpeeches
in pamphlet
form
Publication of 3/2/56 SA JOHN E.
GIL GREEN's KEATING
book
Proposals for 3/1/56 SA JOHN E.
publishing CP KEATING
books

) CP support of 3/11/56  SA JOEN E.
"March of Labor" KEATING
Discussion of 1/16/56 SA JOHN E.
CP? role in Negro-

Liberation Movement

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Contt'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont!d)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE _ OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
T-13 '
cG 582l - S Defense of CP 1/16/56 SA JOHN E,
Negro Leadership KEATING
Info re GIL 2/28/56 SA JOHN E,
GREEN's surrender . KEATING
Current status 3/11/56 SA JOHN E,
of underground KEATING
Reaction of CP, 2/2l/56 SA JOHN E.
USA to 20th KEATING
Congress CPSU
National Board 3/7/56 SA JOHN E.
Meeting on KEATING
3/6/56
JOHN WILLIAMSON!s 3/13/56 SA JOHN E.
communications KEATING
to EUGENE DENNIS
in March, 1956,
re 20th Congress
of CPSU
Re establishing . 3/13/56 SA JOHN E.
Latin American . KEATING
Liaison
3/27/56 SA JOHN E,
expe.led Lrom . KEATING

CP

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Contt!d)
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ADMINTSTRATIVE PAGES (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED . WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION . _FURNISHED
T-13
CG 5824 - 3 Letter concerning 3/22/56  SA JOHN E.
book written by KEATING
EUGENE DENNIS
Info re pending 3/15/56 SA JOHN E.
trial of WILLIAM KEATING
Z. FOSTER
Composition of 1/16/56 SA JOHN E.
National Office KEATING
Postponement of 2/6/56 SA JOHN E.
celebration of KEATING
FOSTER's birthday :
Consideration of 2/6/56 SA JOHN E.
National Conference KEATING
on organization in
April, 1956
Meeting of National 2/29/56 SA JOHW B,
" Board on 3/5/56 KEATING
Organization of 1/18/56 SA JOHN B,
CP leadership KEATING -
around policies of
EUGENE DENNIS
FRED FINE %o be 1/18/56 SA JOHN E,.
based in Chicago KEATING

]

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Contt'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION

DATE AGENT TO
RECEIVED  WHOM
FURN ISHED

SOURCE OF INFORMATION

T-13
CG 582l -~ S Assignments of °*
personnel

Steps to be taken
in case of ruling
against CP on -
McCarran Act

Documen i iy

I MAX WETSS.

T-~1l

NY 1697 - S WILLIAM Z, FOSTER
not satisfied with
EUGENE DENNIS
2/8/56

FOSTER attacks
JOE CLARK, 2/22/56

FOSTER comments
on Israel

T=-15 WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

NY 169l - Ss disagrees with
EUGENE DENNIS
2/21/56

FOSTER attacks
JOE CLARK, 2/27/56

2/2/56 SA JOHN E,.
KEATING

1/18/56 SA JOHN E.
KEATING

2/8/56

2/22/56
3/l/56

2/21/56

2/27/56

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION
SOURCE OF INFORMATION

DATE AGENT TO
RECEIVED  WHOM

T-15 :

NY 1694 - S Statement of
FOSTER re going
along with
Soviet Union

T-16

SF 1425 ~ S¥% CP members
demand
explanation
of 20th CP
Congress, USSR
3/20/56

Ob jection by
WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN
to Plenum on li/28

to 30/56 and

agenda

Opposition to
holding of
CP Convention

T=17

Documentation of
Jewish Music Verband,
aka: Jewish lfusic
Alliance; American
Federation of Polish
Jews

FURN ISHED
b7D

3/23/56

3/20/56

3/20/56

2/235 6

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED  WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
Tel?
National toun 1/31/56
of
Rubin Brainin 1/6/56 ﬁfh
Clinic Committee b7D
preparation for
banquet
7-18 |
CSNY 971 - 8 Submission of 2/13/56 SA JAMES H.
APLA circular , KAVANAGH
#
"Lraper" Day 2/13/56 SA JAMES H.
quotas KAVANAGH
T~19 .
NY 69l - 8% Proposed meeting 2/1 and
between Canadian 27/56
and CP,USA leaders
Purge of Jewish 3/2/56
leaders in Russia
Discussion of 1/20/56
distribution of
surplus leadership
Loss of membership in 3/22/56

IWO

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

INFORMANTS (Conttd)

IDENTITY
OF
SQURCE

DATE OF ACTIVITY
AWD/OR DESCRIPTION
OF INFORMATION

(Conttd)

DATE
RECEIVED

AGENT TO
WHOM
FURNISHED

T-19

NY 69 - S% .

Policy re
underground
operations

Statement of
WILLIAM Z. FPOSTER
on reason for
setting up
headquarters at
10l West 16th

. Street and 268

Seventh Avenue,
NYC, '+ retained
for NY County

CP, USA Reserve
Fund activities

Eighth floor at
101 West 1lb6th
Street to be taken
over by Defense
Commit

would have charge of
its office

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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1/20/56

1/20/56

2/15,17/56

2/15,17/56

(Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE

PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Conttd)

IDENTITY ' DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED

SOURCE OF INFORMATION

GENT TO
WHOM
FURNISHED

T-19

NY 69l ~ 8% CP organization to 2/15/56
be committee function,

with FRED FINE

heading

it, with PHIL BART
as member, with a
similar committee on

finances

Concern of CP
for health of
EUGENE DENNIS

2/6/56

Physical condition 2/15/56
of FINE and DENNIS

Documentation of LEON WORSY

T=20 ﬂ Dispute over article 2/2l/56

Former published by
NACHMAN MEISEL

in Israel

Te2] 12th National

Convention of

Jewish

Music Alliance
Report to 12th

by quEo RONCH_—

ADMINISTRATIVE

2/8/56

2/8/56

National Convention

PAGE (Cont!'d)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY
OF
SOURCE

DATE OF ACTIVITY
AND/OR DESCRIPTION
OF INFORMATION -

DATE
RECEIVED

AGENT TO
WHOM
FURN ISHED

T-22

New attitude of
pro-TITO and

T-23
NY 1317 - S#*

T-2l

WY 17l - S

pro-Cominform factions
of Yugoslav groups

BExpenses of
Negro

Cormission in
"Draft Budget for
19561!

Negro Cadre
Problems

Memo prepared re
FPOSTER!'s new

book . %

1/11/56

Invitation of

CP3U to CP, USA to
attend 20th Congress
of CP3U

CP National
Expenditures for

1955

TILL pamphlet
order

Eguipping of

new quarters of

CP with new
flooring, partitions
and painting

3/23/56

1/11/56

12/22/55
1/26/56

1/11/56
1/11/56

1/11/56

1/19/56

January,

1956

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont!d)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
oF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE ! . OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
Tw2b a

Conference to be - 3/17/56

held on 3/18/56
on STALIN question

T=26

CP Press Meetin 3/5/56
on 3/2/56 e

M7

Time of publication 3/8/56
of GIL GREEN's

book, "The Enemy

Forgotten"

7-28

Replacement of 3/30/56
SAMUEL SILLEN

by CHARLES HUMBOLDT

as editor of

"Masses and

Mainstream"

Security Measures: 3/1/56
Surveillances

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
INFORMANTS (Cont'd) '

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
oF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE ‘ OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
T-29

Forner

Documentation of
HOWARD PAST b6
: b7C

- b7D
| Documentation of "New Challenge" ‘

T-31
NY 693 - s% Reprints of 1/16/56
"Daily Worker"
article by
[ ]
Occupancy by Januvary,
CP, USA of 1956

premises at

268 Seventh

Avenue, NYC,

during January, b
1956 and removal

to 101 West

16th Street,

NYC, at end of

month

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED  WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
T-32 .
Bank account of 2/1/56 SA ALPHONSE J.
CP, USA 3/1/56 SUTKUS
i/2/56.

(by request)
T-33

Security Measures: 1/31/56
Security

precautions

utilized by

former CP

Underground

Operatives

T34

Security Measures: 1/27/56

Coded record

keeping

Leaflet, 3/22/56
"Eyes On
Washington™

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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Office

SA RICHARD H.
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NY 100-14931

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd) T

premises at

268 Seventh
Avenue, NYC,
during January,
1956 and removal
to 101 West

16th Street, NYC,
at end of month

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
om AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED
T-35 Security Measures: 3/15/56
NY 1743 - S Use of blackboards
Foreword to GIL 3/15/56
GREEN'!'s book
"The Enemy
Forgotten"
T-36
NY 1726 - S Information 3/27/56
re selgzure of
"Daily Worker"
and CP
headquarters
T-37
LOUIS Documentation
-BUDENZ of PAUL ROBESON
(by
request)
T-38
IRS action I1/11/56
against CP,
USA
T-39
NY 1475 - S% Occupancy by January,
4 CP, USA of 1956

FRED FINE to coSrdinate work 1/17/56
of CP office.

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Conttd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE {Cont'd)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT T0
oF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE om INFORMATION- FURNISHED
7110

NY 1750 -~ 8%

LA e

Use of premises at 3/29/56
23 West 26th Street,
NYC

GATES! remarks 2/11,/56
at VALB Rally
on 2/12/56

Decisions of 2/28/56
Conference
on weekend of

2/17/56

Meeting of 3/29/56
eastern district
organizers on

L/2/56

Documentation of
LILLIAN GATES

#
Documentation of
"The American Socialist!

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
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NY 100-4931

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont!'d)

INFORMANTS (Cont'd)

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO
OoF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM
SOURCE ) OF INFORMATION : PURNISHED
rp—’lé

Documentation of

Socialist Union of

America
\ DYy
request)
T-17

Attempts of . L/L/56

Farmers Union

of NY Milkshed ~

and Eastern Farmers

Union to become

(by request) affiliated with
> NFU

Careful consideration has been given to
each source concealed and T symbols were utilized in this
report only in those instances where the identity of the
source must be concealed,

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGKE (Conttd)
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
ADMINISTRATIVE

The followin% Special Agents participated in

the fisur conducted 1/6 to 8/5

HOW 1 TTHN T

JOFN B, MRADH

o

PR
9]

WFO airtel to Bureau dated 3/3/56 entitled

"COMINFIL NAACP" shows z served EDWARD
STRONG, LOUIS BURNHAM, | i and

JAMES E. JACKSON in Washington, D.Ce. at the time of the NAACP
mobilization on Civil Rights.

Several symbols, T=1, T»~ll and T=13 have been
assigned to CG 582l - S to betjer protect the identity of this
source.

ADMINTSTRATMIVE 2247 _(Cont'd)
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-NY 100-4931

ADMINISTRATIVE

Copies of this report have been designated for
all offices, in accordance with specific Bureau instructions.

LEAD

oo \

NEW YORK

At New York, New York

Will follow and report pertinent activities
of the CP, USA for the quarterly period 4/1/56 to 6/30/56.

REFERENCE

Report of SA JOSEPH V, WATERS, 1/20/56, New York,

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D)
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OFFICE MAMORANDUM < UNITED STATES GOV _RNMNT
TO: DIRECTCR, BI (100-3-63) DATE: 4/30/56
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-7L.560)

SURJ3CT: CP, USA FUNDS
IS ~-C

Cn 4/11/56, WY 1637-S%, woo is in a position
to furnish reliable infor.atlon., made available documents in
the possession of PATLIP BART, member of the National
Orgeantization Commissi on, CP, USA.

Included in these documents was a slip of paper
bearing the following notetions:

"Albuwrquengue

Taos

Silver City

Bl Paso

Utah ~ about

Montana - about
Region
Colo.

c\un

-
~

%*isqmrvuhoi?ﬁf

=

3 - Bureau (100-3-63) (R.')
(L - 10.-3-68) (CP, Uski rienbership)
2 - Albugquergue (RM)
{1 ~ 100~ ") (CP, UsSA embership)
2 - Denver (RM)
(L - 100- ) (CP, USA uembsrship)
2 - El Paso (R.4)
(1 - 100- ) (CP, UsA liswbership)
2 - %alt Lake Ci?y((RM) '
#~ (1 - 100- CP, USA iMeuabership)
{1/~ ¥Y¥ (100-80638) (CP, USA iembership)
Y (100-56579) (PHAILI. BART)
- uY (100-74.560)

=
1

RAD:vad
(1)

[00-PICIE-L05H

Do —

»




ATTER TO JIRECTCR
©Y 100-7L560

There was no other data on this slip of paper but
These Tigures are apparently membership figures for the
areas named, since this slip was attached to a statement
of the dues-breakdown for the Colorado District which
is set out below.

Atteched to this cues-breakdown was a two page,
handwritten, unsigned letter of explanation. This is set
cut following the dues-brealkdown.

it - l —-
"Colorado Feb. 18, 1956
1950 November July 1955
l @ 3;00 -"“} 3000 l @ 015 - 015
Tecember 3w .50 1.50
E.lb
it
1955 January August
1 & .15 .15 1 @ .15 .15
» 1 ¢ .50 50 3 & .Sg %.50
'O; )—l— '&“102 jQOQ
6.65
" Pebruary Sept
1 & .15 .15 3@ .15 A5
1 & .50 .50 5 & .50 2.50
. 6 @1025 7050
1 @2.50 2.50
12.95
" March Oct -
1@ .15 .15 5 ¢ .15 .75
1 & .50 .50 6w .50 3,00
1 €¢1.25 1.25 9 €1.25 11.25
1.290 2 «2.50 ~5.00 - -
1 &10.00 10.00
30.00




LZTT:R TC DIRACTOR
BY 100-714.560

TApril Nov
.1 € .15 .15 6 @ .15 +90
1@ .50 .50 15 & .50 7.50
2 8125 2.50 9 @l.25 11.25
13,00 3,00 i @2.50 10.00
6.15 2 @300 6.00
3 €£10.00 30.00
My Dec
172 .15 .15 3@ .15 L5
1 .50 .50 9 @ .50 .50
2 @l.25 2.50 3 €1.25 2.75
1 &3.00 3.00 3 @2.50 7.50
5.15 2 &3.00 6.00
2 €10.00 20.00
2.20
1955 Assessments
2@ .5 - .30
8 @ .50 L..00
3 @L2s 3.75
3 @2.50 6,00
2 &3.00 20.00
[1.55
"Dues total ¥ 190.25
Less 50% -z 95.12
Balance — 95.13
L1.55
Assessments == 136.68

"According to enclosed cdues report, there is .136.68
co.iing to you.

"However, on November 1ly, when you were in need of
money, we gave you ,90.00 towards dues payments without
at that tiue breaking down exactiy what had couwe in to us.




and your dues,

LETTIR TO DIRZCTLR
#Y 100-74560

"0n November 29, we gave you a breakdown, and

the dues amounted to only 7l..63. As a
then ;15,37 ahead of what we had received - in other words
we had that much credit with you.

result, you were

"So instead of [136.68 - we owe you ,;136.68

minus 515.37, -=»%$121.31.

"But - the treasurer made a m

some dues money for local work and is
this report.

istake & 8l136tted

"I'm sorry this has happened & I've taken steps

so that this kind of thing will not happen again.

"In addition.I've deducted money for car insurance

"Coming to you on enclosed
report -= 136,68
"Less surplus giveh
you on Hovemier 1&-% _15.37

121.31

"Tess car 1nsurance-j h2.80
78.51

R

76.51

"Bnclosed — L8..45
"We_owe you - 28,0

Extreme care should be used in

The orizinsl negetives of the

-l -

-

Here is a summary of the whole transaction:

the dissemination

of this information in order not to compromise the
informant.

se photographs

are located in exhibit section of 100-556579.
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM s  TUNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

L1

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-17) DATE: 4™~ -5 b

FROM

09

SAC, CHIGAGO (100-8830)

SUBJECT: . COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
DISTRICT #9
DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

EXTREME CARE SHOULD BE USED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING:
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATLION IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF
THE INFORMANTo

cG’ 5824~S% made avallable on April 16, 1956, a copy
of a five page mimeographed letter dated April 12 1956 and

| | Minneapolls "Mornl 1 s analig
ta, This letter is signed by bé
E Minneapolls 11, Minnesota, e 0TO C cOpy O ] . p7C

letter is being enclosed herewith to the Bureau and to the Minnea-
polis Office, The Chicago copy 1s located in Chicago file :
100=-8830-1A2, _ :

The letter is a protestff% the "Minneapolis Tribune"
because that paper had printed | | name "among those
! fingered! as Communists or ;gyﬁunist sympathlzers before the

3 - Bureau (Encl. 1)(REGISTE
1 - 100-3-68 (CP, MEMBERSHIP)
New York (REGISTERE

(;?u 100= GP-MEMBERSHIP
11- Minneapolis (Encl, 1)(REGISTERED)

1 - 100- CP, DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES)

1 - 100- CP, FUNDS

1 - 100- CP, MEMBERSHIP

1 - 100- CP SECURITY MEASURES

1 = 100- AMERICAN DEANE ABISADE

1 - 100-367

1 = 100-[ -

1 - 100-3238

1 - 100-I973 -

1 - 100-f222 - é;zgggb;
.1 - 100- (},} .
3 = Chieago

1 - 100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS)

1 - A)13u=ue

jek
8§B{jcn




DIRECTOR, FBI

RE: CP, USA
DISTRICT #9
DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Subversive Activities Control Board", (Believed to be a reference
to a hearing on the American Peace Crusade.) It states that "The
Tribune is doing incaleculable but tangible harm to civil rights in
Minnesota." The letter quotes from & speech by democratic presi-
dential candidate ADLAI STEVENSON at the University of Minnesota.
The letter also states that "you should be aware that the City of
Minneapolis-is infested with scores of agents of the FBI, who spend
their time attempting to intimidate employers to fire anybody and
everybody whose name is in their vast files,”

The letter also states in part "The mania for 'names?®
displayed by Senator McCarthy in his 'witch-hunts! and by all the
informers who are .coached by the FBI has a purpose. It is to
create an atmosphere of fear and hysteria in which no one dares
to think or speak independently for worrying, 'Am I next?! That
is a denial of civil liberties.™

The rest of the letter ls an attack on FBI informers
as is evideneed by the last paragraph which states.

"I am plainly and simply urging the restoration of our
traditional eivil liberties and the rules of elementary decency
in public 1life. I am urging that the professional informer and
the enforcement of political orthodoxy by the FBI be branded un-
Americano I am hoping that to some extent the power of the press
might be used to cubb, instead of +to incite heresy hunting., In
the last anaail;y'sis,7 however9 I .am confldent that the democratic
spirit of the American people will prevall, and that the organized
citizens of Minnesota will help bring that about."

: CG 582li-S% advised on April 16, 1956, that this letter
was being discussed and also that it was being placed in envelopes

Tor mailing at the residence of | |in Minneapolis on Friday

evening, April 13, 1956, The disecussion concerned the possibility _

of conveying the essence of this letter to various public figures b6

in the- Minneapolls area, - , bic
. Prasent at the residence of on this occasion

were the following:




P

DIRECTOR, FBI

RE: COP, USA
DISTRICT #9
DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES
INTERNAL SECGURITY - C

JIDS, Co-ordinator of MidWwestern CP Districts
and his wife’
MARTIN MACKIE and his wife

A woman described as followss

Age: Mid 30s
Hair: Dark brown
Heights  EBv6"

Eyes: Dark

Weight: 150

n ' Does not wear glasses and is probably
& well known Communist in the Minneapolis

aresa,
.CG 582L-8% alsqg advised that made the statement
that the current registration in the Minnesota CP Distriet is 270

members but that it was expected that when some members who reside
in-isolated areas are cohtacted the registered CP membership in
this distriet will approach 300, -

|stated that. the Mihnesota Distriet at this time did

not haye any funds #o be transmitted to the national office of the

CP and that the Minnespta CP District was using grocery receipts

in order to record pdymernts of Party dues., CG 5%24a3% also advised

[fﬁff:From statements made by one of the women present at
residence on Friday eveming, April 13, 1956, maintains the

finanee records for the Minnesota CP District.

_p7C
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

- @ |
“Ofjice. Memorandum -

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-75)

FROM

SLC, ALBANY (100~11067)

SUBJECT: CP, USA

DISTRICT #2
LLBANY DIVISION
NEGRO QUESTION
I8-C

Activity:

New York State Negro Commission Meeting,

Location:

Room 111, 12L West 124th Street, Wew York City,

Bureau (100~3~75)RM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE:

L/26/56

New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York,
QNeW”York

= T

A

NEGRO QUESTION)RM

(100-80610)

(100-18677)
gloo ~62509) (DOXEY WLL
(

100-~-WOMEN MATTERS) RM
100~936L.)
(100~92208)
(100~7629)
{(100-9308).]
(100-80638

NAACP )RM

Wew York™
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
New York
Wew York
New York
New York
New York

| N S S N R A A A D O I | Iv i1 1111111

(LO0~PTA) (RM)
(100~-BEN DAVIS) RM

N) (7-2)RM
5)RM

(JAMES FORD) (7~ '
[ 12-13)RM

) (12-16)RM
=R

(100~-JAMES JACKSON DEFENSE FUND)

100~-CLAUDIA JONES) (RM)

bé
b7

(

(100~UNSUB,
(100~UNSUB,
(100~UNSUB,
(100~UNSUB,
(100~UNSUB,
(100-~UNSUB,
(100~UNSUB,
(100~-UNSUB,
{100=<UNSUB,
(100~UNSUB,

NEGRO COMMISSION MBEET ING-—A 2]y 195

LLAN)RM

PEARL) RM
MILLIE) RM
LOUISE) RM .
JEAN) RM
ELSIE) RM

BIG BOB) RM
LITTLE BOB) RM
TED) RM

, FEMALE, Attendant at NYS

APRIL..2] A

) RM

-~ Albany (100-11067)
- Albany (100~15l78) (PTA)
1 - Albany (100-908F) (NAACP)
-+l - Albany ‘
REM sbme
(29)

b e e

=

SEARCHED _(}___ INDEXE
SERIALIZED, HED.

v[}«/ %.—-NEW ok /
)‘}%U |
/0§ -8§0C 35 —psp

~
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AL 100-11067
Date:
April 21, 1956,

Informant Reporting:

on April 23, 1956,

Reporting To:

Sfi ROBERT E, MARGISON

Informantt!s Notes Located:

The informant reported that this was the second
Commission meeting at this location, He said that not all
of the following individuals belonged to the Negro Commission
but that some of them had attended to present particular
reports and others had attended bécause they were interested
in hearing the particular reports,

He identified the following attendants:

DOXEY WILKERSON
JIM FORD

(previously identified by SI by photograph as

She is the daughter of| | the first

to have his during World War II., His
was taken away from him for security reasons and he is
presently trying to get it back.)

EN DAVIS ~ A white man introduced to the SI by this
name by

- Believed to be the husband of 61 1%,
thin build, 170 pounds, sharp features, mustache, glasses,
middle 30's, straight brown hair, could pass for Negro or
white, speaks with slight accent, could be Spanish or
Puerto Rican, ‘




AL 100~11067

[:;;:]- Negress, 5'-11", light brown skin, long

hair under knit-cap, glasses, medium build, 170 pounds,

broad shoulders, 30 years old, wearing wedding ring, came

with ALAN and knew he had $5,00 change in his wallet - believed
to be his wife,

- Wegress, dark complexion, stocky build, 30
to 32 years old, married, lives in Harlem, has a son,believed
to be a member of a furniture union,

-~ last name believed to be similar-to
may reside (rT=me
and address IrTom memory aiter the meeving), Negress, fratb;
5! 7", real short hair, about 32, believed to be married,
announced a supper on Saturday believed to be held on April
28 or May 5 at her apartment, proceeds for the JAMES JACKSON
Defense Fund,

|— a real small Jewish girl, less than 5!, white,
early 30's, glasses, medium build, wearing a wedding ring, an
educated speaker and a good talker, presented a report on
the PTA,from Brooklyn,

- - a white Jewish girl, 5t 1", on the plump
side, brown hair and bangs, 25-26, assisted JEAN on the PTA
report, from Brooklyn,

' | |— 6t, early 50's, gray hair, Negro, glasses,
180 pounds, medium build, must operate on state level or
higher in the Communist ‘Party, m

- 5!, 130-135, Negro, lig rown skin,
b

28 years, mustache, on the slight side, knew and PEARL,

‘ ~ Negro, in his 50fs, 5' 5", 155 pounds, medium
build, mustathe, mixed gray hair, a comment was made that he
"had just gotten back,™

A white female about 30, 5! 6", 150-155 pounds,
plump build, from the Bronx, apparently in the PTA, She ’
attended to hear the PTA report and left immediately thereafter,

The meeting lasted from 12:30 p.m, to 5:05 p.m,
TED was elected Chairman and announced the agenda as follows:

(1) PTA Report
—3’.
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LI, 100~11067

(2) Report from Subcommittee on Negro Women

(3) 4 renork on election developments by

did not make an appearance and only the
first two reports were presented,

| | ana |from Brooklyn had attended to present
a report on the PTA, resented the report and
made the summarization, stated the Negro children in
Brooklyn were three to four years behind the white children
in some subjects and were being gulded into vocational
schools by their advisors,

She stated that there are segregated Negro schools
in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section as a result of "phony zoning,"
The education given the Negro children in these schools is
different according to the I.Q.'s. The children with low
I.Q.'s are put in special classes and not helped to advance,
The Negro schools are intentionally overcrowded while the-
white schools have low quotas for the size of the classes,
The Negroes are graduated early and guided into vocational
schools, The Board of Education has lowered the standards
of the Negro student and has used trickery to get the
schools segregated by their phony zoning regulations and has.
maintained low academic standards for the Negro children,

The PTA's in Brooklyn are becoming part of the
community movement. Negro and white parents are uniting
to fight for better schools, higher standards and integration
of Negroes and whites, White PTA's are becoming concerned
over the desegregation and are encouraging free discussions
to end ségregation and give better education to the Negro
children, The white PTA's are eager to hear Negro leadérs
and are inviting them to their PTA meetings as speakers,
The whites are assisting in the drive for Negro teachers
in Brooklyn and are encouraging the Negroes to join local
girl scoubt troops, The teachers that are allotted to the
Negro schools are mostly substitutes and part-time teachers.
The Board of Education won't send good teachers to the
Negro schools,. The Brooklyn NAACP is opening workshéps
on education and is doing a good job in the field, The
Board of Education is to be attacked by the entire city of

T
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AL 100-11067

New York and not just the Brooklyn borough in order to
improve Negro education, advocates that the Communist
Party state wide discuss what kind of education yem want
for our children,

came in at this point and discussed the
United Parents Lssociation as being the largest parents!
group in the New York area, one with a good program and
which exerts influence city wide and state wide and is an
organization to which most PTA's belong, [ |states that
the United Parents Association supports Federal aid to
schools and opposes the POWELL /mendment, fearing that it
will defeat the Federal Aid Bill,

be
b7C

She publicized a PEA Report, which the informant
could not identify, which is-sold for 25¢ a copy. This
group 1s composed of parents, the Board of Hducation, and
civic leaders and pertains to educational methods in New
York City. It attacks "permissive zoning" whereby the
principals of local schools are permitted to segregate
Negro and white students in their particular schoelg,~--

. | and | | suggested a city wide caucus by the
Communist Party on Negro education to exchange ideas and
methods of work in the PTA's to further Negro desegregation,
The Party considérs the PTA as a logical mass organization
in which to work, The Party considers this PTL4 report
excellent and summarizes the Party aim in this field as:

(1) Bliminate the phony zoning regulations,

(2) Raise the educational standards for Negro
children and Negro schools,

(3) Bliminate the I.Q., test as being unfair to the
Negro student, '

The report by andl |is to bé put in permanent
form and made available on & state wide basis, After careful
editing it will appear in the Party press,

cormented on the report, attacking the I.Q.
as unfair to the Negro child and saying that the white ’
educators try to push the Negroes into a vocational school
and away from the academic school, She commented that she
used to write for the "Daily Worker" and a comment was made
about her that she at one time had a leadership position
in the New York City Communist Party,

-5 -
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£L 100-11067

commented on the report saying that her son
hed been steered into a special class in a vocational school
and that it was only after strong protest by her that she
got him accepted into a "good" academic high school,

resides in Harlem,

-

| presented the second item 6n the Agenda, a

report on The Subcommittee on Negro Women, This is a subcommittee

of the New York State Negro Commission and the informant
believed to be the Chairman of this subcommittee,

| urged all Negro women to join her subcommittee
and become active in the Party work in the masses, She
stated that the-Negro question is part of all questions which
the Party faces, whether it is in the Labor Field, in the
Farmers .rea or elsewhere among the working class, She
advocates a struggle against white chauvinism and left
distortion, She stated that a meeting had recently been
held of 24 Negro female comrades and that 18 of these .
individuals had advanced proof to her that they still believed
the Communist Party principles and wanbted to be active in the
Party movement, She wants Negro women active in Party leader-
ship, She stated that since 1950 CLAUDI.L JONES was the
only Negro female Party leader of importance, She stated
that the Party must give guidance to Negro women in seeking
and obtaining employment, She challenged a decision which
had béen reached in the past to disband theSojourners Organiz-
ation, She asked why and how this decision had been made
without questioning the Negro female comrades on the
effectivness of its role, The informant has the
Impression that thé Organizetion was a Party group which
had been disbanded, . .

criticized an individual who had been a Party
leader in her area as one who made the Wegro women feel ’
inferior and not wanted by the Party and unsure of themselves,
This person was abusive and a white chauvinist, He made

the Negro female comrades feel that they had no contribution
to make to the Party, PELRL demanded that the role of the
Negro women in the Communist Party be defined, She claimed

the Communist Party ignored women and their demands and listed
the reason of male supremacy as the underlying cause, She
noted that 2/3 of the Negro membership in the United States
were women, She pointed out the loss of Party membership

of Negroes, noting that the Party membership in Harlem in

1948 was 1300 and in 1956 it had dropped to 200, She demanded

-6 -
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a Negro leadership school for women,

|in commenting on her report agreed
that prior to 1950 the Party had Negro women in leadership
positions in the city, county and state of New York, He
accepted her comment.that CLAUDIL JONES was the only Negro

eader of importance since 1950 as being accurate,
Efff;f:jstated that there would be a leadership school held
for Negro women, |stated that the Negro question
was in the process o eing discussed on the national level
and recommended that the Negro Commission wait for this
report before discussing |_g__|report in detail,

said that she had hélped in organizing this

-meeting of 2l Negro female comrades, She stated that 18

of them wanted to become active in the Party while the other
6 were willing to drop out, She stated that she had gone
from home to home soliciting attendance at this meeting of
2l and that she had to spend an hour or two with some of

the Negro women persuading them to attend, She stated that
the fact that these people had lost interest and that it was
difficult to get them to attend was a Party responsibility
and ‘it was encouraging to see that some of them were still
concerned about the Party,

stated that the Party had some misgivings
about planning this group of 2l t6 meet, He identified these
Negro women as from around Harlem, He stated that the state
was satisfied that the meeting had turned out all right and
was glad that the meeting had been held and that positive
results would come from the meeting, was consulted
on the decisién as to whether or not there would be this
meeting of 2,

stated that the women were concerned about
their nefISTct by the Party, She stated that the women
were willing to accept assignments and wanted Party work
and she blamed malé supremacy for the fact that the women
were being ignored,

Jjoined in the criticism of the Party for
ighoring the women, She stated that the Party should have
something to contribute to the solution of this problem

and she criticized the Party organizers in her area for being
dictabors comparable to STALIN,

stated that CLAUDIA JONES needs some material
’.7"




v

AL 100r11067

to keep her up-to-date. The Party is evidently to start a
campaign to return CLAUDI.A JONES from her deportation,

JLMES FORD presented his usual rambling dis jointed
comments, He recommended that the report on the subcommittee
be written up and distributed throughout the state, He
stressed the importance of the women question to the Party
and rambled off on the Montgomery, Alabama situation., He
mentioned a_letter of criticism he had written t o HOWARD
FaST on the[ larticle, and criticized an unsatisfactory
angwer he had received from FAST and recommended that the -
Commission write to FAST. No one appeared quite sure of what
FORD was talking about.

who had 1little to-say during the meeting but
seemed ifrrerested in the reports, opposed a 5 o'clock adjournment,

DOXEY and[:::]discussed the Jamaica Branch of the
NAAQP after the meeting, The Party feels that its comrades
in the NAACP should attempt to secure positions on the
Membpership, the Labor and Industry or the Education committees
of the NAACP,

May 26, 1956, was announced for the next Negro
Commission meeting,

LEAps FOR NEW YORK:

New York should attempt to discreetly identify
the individuals at the meeting unknown to the informant
and furnish photographs of likely suspects to Albany so that
positive identification can be made,

-3
9]
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OrtICE MEMORANDUM .

SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603)
FROM: JOSEPH V, WATERS, SA, #12-1k
SUBJECT: CP USA - DISTRICT #2

. INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

5/°/56

DATE:

Information obtained concerning activities of the CP USA -
District #2, also known as the New York State CP, in the various fi
indicated by the title of the files for which copies of this memorandum
are designated, should be placed in those files.

DISTRICT #2 -

DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2

DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2

DISTRICT #2°

DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2

DISTRICT #2

DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2
DISTRICT #2

- DISTRICT #2

1 - NY 100-4931 (cPp usa) #19
1 - 100- (cp Usa
1- 100- (cp usa
1 - 100- (cp UsSA
1 - 100~ (cp usA
1 - 100- (Cp USA’
1 - 100- (cp UsA
1 - 100-12831%  (CP USA
1- 100~ (cp UsA
1 - 100~ (cP UsA
1 - 100-j28g17  (CP USA
1 - 100- (cp UsSA
1 - 100- (cp usA
1 - 100~ (cp USA
1- 100~ (cp UsA
1- 100- (cp UsA
1 - 100- (cP UsA
1 - 100- (cp Usa
1 - 100~ (cp UsA
1 - 100~ (cp UsA
1 - 100~ (cp usa
1 - 100~ (cp UsA
1. 100- (cp usa
1 - 100- (cp Usa
(Copies continued on next page)
JVW:EMD

(48)

COLONIAL MATTERS)

~ CULTURAL ACTIVITIES)

¥

1

t

1

DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION
ISSUES)

EDUCATION)

FACTIONALISM) .

FARMERS ' MATTERS )

FUNDS)

INTERNATIONAL RELATTONS)

LEGISIATIVE ACTIVITIES)

MEMBERSHIP)

NATTONAL GROUPS)

NEGRO QUESTION)

OR GANTZATION)

PAMPHIETS AND PUBLICATIONS)

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES)

RELIGION)

SECURITY MEASURES)

STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY)

UNDERGROUND OPERATIONS)

UNITED NATIONS)

VETERANS MATTERS)

WOMEN MATTGRS)

YOUTH MATTERS)

/o-o 60638 -/95’5"
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COPIES CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

HHHHI—‘HHHHHHH!—'@HHI—'HHHHHH

100-87212 (CP
100-88297 (cp
100-89691 (cP
100-80633 (CP
100-87211 (CP
100-8063% (cp
100-74560 (cP
100-86624 (cP
100-80636 (cp
100-80638 (cp
100-64651 (cp
100-80640 (cP
100-80641 (cP
100-81675 (¢p
100-79717 (cP
100-80864 (cP
100-81338 (cp
100-89590 (cp
100-96985 (cp
100-88123 (cp
100-79498 (cp
100-806L43 (cp
100-8064k (cp

USA

USA -

USA
USA
USA
UsSA
Usa
USA
Usa
USA

USA -
USA -
UsA -

USA
USA
USA
UsSA
USA
UsA
USA
UsSA
USA
USA

COLONIAL MATTERS)
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES)
DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES)
EDUCATION)

FACTIONALISM)

FARMERS' MATTERS )

FUNDS )

INTERNATIONAL RELATTIONS)
IEGISIATIVE ACTIVITIES)
MEMBERSHIP)

NATTIONAL GROUPS)

NEGRO QUESTION)
ORGANIZATION)

PAMPHIETS AND PUBLICATIONS)
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES)
RELIGION)

SECURITY MEASURES)
STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY)
UNDERGROUND OPERATIONS)
UNITED NATTIONS)
VETERANS MATTERS )

WOMEN MATTERS )

YOUTH MATTERS)




MEMO
NY 100-26603

Those files should reflect activity engaged in by
the CP USA - DISTRICT #2 as distinguished from activity of the
CP USA, the national organization.

Reference may be made to the Manval of Instructions,
Section #87-C as definition for the type of information to be
considered for inclusion in these files. The same Section of the
Manual also directs that information obtained is to be included |
under appropriate headings in the reports submitted quarterly on the
CP USA - DISTRICT #2 by the NYO.

A copy of this memorandum is also being placed in the
file on the CP USA, the nationa:. orgenization, as well as the files
covering activity, in various fields, of the national organization
in order that the information concerning the two different organizations
may be appropriately separated.
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'TO : SAO New York

el There are. being furnzshed herewzth wo

€« »w(«»,

Ofﬁce Memomnd%m

DATE May 3 1956 . "
v e _i'.‘n
ey

s“sDirectorg EBf‘(loangeg) R “< IR S

e N0 7 '
g - B - Perrey

\.): A.8 te

| COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
MEYBERSHIP : \/ :
INTERNAL SEGURITY e

SUBJECT:

. . A ; o
TN , z 3 ;

copzes of a chart showing the es-bzmaz‘:ed communist
Party membership as of March 31, 1956 by states
. and territories, by field dwzswns and communist
.7 < Party dzs'brw“bs, .as well as comparative estimated
" . membership figures- by field dwzsions ,for -bhe past
" four quarterly perwds. L ’ , , o

o Thzs dgata is bewg furnzshed for the =
PR mformatzon of the New York Office and  should’ not . - s
L s be incorporated in any report-s prepared by the ... . ¢




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandums -

To . SAC, NEW YORK  (100-80638) DATE:

FROM : A/C#

suBJecT: COMMUNIST PARTY,USA.,MEMBERSHIP ‘

NEW ASSIGNMENT CARD PREPARED SHOWING LAST ASSIGNMENT

AND LAST POSTIN&..OLD CARD ATTACHED HERETO.
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O FPFICE M EMORAND UM % % 3¢ 3% UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Ly : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-68) DATE:5;'7,.56
FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-18952)
SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA

MEMBERSHIP
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Care should be used in reporting the follow-
ing information in order to protect the identity of
the informant.

CG 582ly~8%, who has furnished rellable infor-
mation in the past, exhibited on April 28, 1956, a note
containing the following information:

"o Kentucky, via Indiana thru Chicago"

This note was signed as follows:

"F.L. Southern Reg. Com." °

2 - Bureau (REGISTERED)
1 - Indianapolis (100= ) (CP-USA, Membership)(REGISTERED)
i = Louisville (REGISTERED)
(1L - 100~ )(CP - USA, Membership)
(1 - 100= ) , bE
(L - 100- ) ) , bC
(1~ 100- ) :
2 - Memphis (REGISTERED) .
(1 - 1L00- )(CP -.USA, Membership)
(1 - 100= ) (UNKNOWN SUBJECT, residing at 3658
Townes Avenue, Memphis)
3L News ”T“TR"E@E:‘%ERED)
HT{-_100-8063816EP - USA, Membership)(#19)
(1 ™= I 4;? - USA Southern Regional Committee)
(1 - 100 KNOWN SUBJECT, with initials F.L.)

2 - Ghlcn-o ¢
/134- 3
. :f.a ;E ﬁ""? 3 3;

62
%
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA
MEMBERSHIP

Attached to this note was an envelope addressed as
follows:

Inside this envelope was the following letbter:”

"3658 Townes Ave.-
Memphis 12, Tenn.
"Dear Estelle and Jack

"This will introduce a friend of yours, Ann.

"Ag ever,

"™, M, & M, "
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

:  SAC, NEW YORX (100-80638) DATE: 5/10/36

't RICHARD H. BLASSER, S4

SUBJECT: CP, USA MEMBERSHIP

bt ot (e e et ot B et e e e et e (e

L2 A S A RS A D D A R R A |

e

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Source:

Reliability: This informant has furnished
reliable information in the
past and his identity must
be concealed by the use of
a T symbol,.

Description of Activity:
Details of an Area ;83
Financial Station held on

4 /10/56,
Received: 4;&8/56
Location: Instant memo
GrT-4) b6
NY T00-26603-CT8LR (BELIL SECTION) (#20-13) b7C
NY 100-65505 | (#20-13) b7D
NY 100-71535 (:%20.33)
NY 100-26603-C1034L [ARRES ”3) (‘20 13)
NY3100-25864 (i 20-13)
NY 100-125745 4 ( 20~ 13)
NY 100-82714 | ## 0-;3)
NY 100-114546 | (;/20-13).
NY 100- 20603~c1§§5_1mgszamq SECTION) (;20-13)
NY 100-108503 f#20-13§
NY 100-110940 | (420-13)
NY 100-108771 | (;:20-13)
N¥ 100- (UNSUB "FLORLMOﬂ, aka: ”Frances” INU,
Assistant Que Membership
Director; per L/18/55) (#20-13)
100-26603~C358 (JAMAICA SECTION) (7%20-13)

100-26603-CL346 é AST QUEENS SECTION) (720-13)

100-26603-C1759 (ROCKAWAY SECTION) (#20-13)

100-107111 (COMM§T?§9)TO SECURE JUSTICE IN SOBELL
CASE) (3

100-26603~C41 (QUEENS CP SECTION) (,5’20-13/ so—In 63 F‘/@éj

SEARC*—IE
SERIAT *%




MEMO
NY 100-80638

on 4/18/56, orally advised SA RICHARD
H. BLASSER of The following: )

A special CP meeting of Section Membership and
Financial diresctors of Area ;!3 of the Queens County Cp, as
well ‘as an Area i i i 14 on 4/10/56,
at the home of amaica,
Long Island, Informant identiried the following individuals
as being present:

| | Organizatienal | lof the
QUEens County CP,

| informant does not know I:Tl
present. posivion in the Queens County CP, and described
‘him as a mysterious person. -

Jamaica CP Financial and Membership

Bell CP Section Financial and
Membership |

East Queens Section Financial

_JRockaway CP Section Membership

and Financial

Informant advised that |Maspeth
CP Section Membership Director, was Lo brins Lhe names of
two individuals who, according to rereMlinked

up in the ROSENBERG case and are to0 vemain inactive."

Informant advised that he previousl& challenged

on her statement and told her to bring the

names of these two individuals %o this meeting in order

that the que Cheiyr remaining inactive might be dis-
cussed with Informant advised, however,
that ‘GLd not appear for this meeting. ’

The Bureau has been advised of the remarks of
by airtel. . . ) _ S

b6
b7C
b7D




MEMO
NY 100-80638

At his mieeting, membership report forms were
distributed by Each section financial and
membership director will be required to execute one of
these forms and return them to "FLORENCE, aka: "Frances"
INU, Queens County CP, Assistant Membership Director,
who prepared the forms,

Informant advised that although "FLORENCE" ,
Aka: "Frances", LNU, was not present for this meebting,
she _had previonsly left the membership forms at the home
of

The content of thé membership report form has
been disseminated to pertinent files of the N¥O by separate
memo.

Informant advised that| s going to
give 'up her position as Membershin and Financial Director
- Maspeth Section. land her husband,
lan to move inte the Toms oF The father of L ]

in the Carnarsie Section of Brooklyn, New York.

mother recently died.

InfoTTfff:fffised that the Queens County CP ex-
pects to secure as the Membership and Financial
Director of the Maspeth CP Section.

If any of the foregoing information is set
forth in the details of a report, or disseminated outside
of the Bureau, it must be paraphrased to protect the .
identity of the informant.

m
"
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Transfers rez::er\red by :;»' N‘atmnal Oi'lice are frequen‘alyﬁ T
SO _“-*1lleg1ble, Twitten on odd Ppisces of paper, -‘and -dontain-
v 000 inadequate. information as ‘bo. standing, chapacterization -

ion &5 %o ifs adéquacy .as welln.as
PPLrOYEL’ by the» ‘higher comm:.’tﬁee.
been piaced In the;: Aifficult: pos:r.ﬁiou qo;f‘" -

: : declde 7o “sénd - through inadequate ma‘t:erial :m
_‘;order to a,vo:r.d e:x:*areme dela‘gm. o : :

t L \‘1
s v

;"Untll -3 new na'blonal transfe:n «system,is ]

_ “shotild. prépares ; thelr own “aniform system,; 7

. Trénsi‘ers shou]zd. b nade on,.a’ half—isheen‘; of paper,wpz’efe-*
& Fably typeds . -they must«,contain “the Foll owing Anformationi
o (LY Wane and’ 24dresy. 04 ‘person- (s8) o ‘be “transferreds (2§
‘dues isbandings . (3) 'a cleayp - -poTiticals character*lz:«ﬁ:lon 48 to’

‘act:w::by ‘and rolej vlevel ey developmen‘b o 1engbh oi‘ timé dn,

*6commendation - Fox. ‘agsignnient;” ete.,: () a clesrn’ explanation“j,

: ‘how‘:bhe :_o‘rson 'who.?;; ;k ¥ 18 -Fo\ be: 1z ’

®

e T J‘Iﬂlany members have béen Lost bBecduse: o:f,ﬂlna.dequ
: handl:.ng of - ‘pdints. (3) ‘and' (Y, andi:r*equently ‘questions: K
. Ate raised dbout the. person ben.ng transferred by. the ‘dis%iéif(‘;;t;

oi’ origin Without ady recomendation, from:the’ dlstrlct, .

y. doubts. miust bé: ‘resodved in the. distrlct of orz.gln and i '
chs?crlc{;s Wi‘ll ‘be held bolaccount’ £ ; :
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OFFICE MEMORADNDTUM:

i3 % UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

™ : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) DATE: &9 &5/,
FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-18953) -

" SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA
b ORGANIZATION
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

£y

Care should be used in réporting,the follow-
ing information in order to protect the identity of the
informant. ! .

CG 582lj=S%, who has furnished reliable infor=-
mation in the past, advised on April 30, 1956, that he
had learned from PHIL BART that BART is demanding a
hearing before the National Board of the Communist
Party = USA .and that BART will ask to be relieved of
his present assignment as a member of the National
Organization Commission of the Communist Party. BART
stated that he thinks that his present assignment is
not important enough for his capabilities, and that he
should be placed in charge of a leading Communist Party
District. BART also stated that he has turned over his

3 - Bureau (HREGISTERED) ~
(1 - 100-3=68)(CP - USA, Membership) \
CE;?- New York (REGISTERED) .
; (1 5:100=806l2.)(CR, » USA, Organization)(#19)
"“”‘g@ 1 €3%99,§8$Q§’3§a):(§%::?’[] SA, Membership) (#19)
S EPEST00-711560) (CP - USA, Funds)(#19)
1 - 100-81338)(CP - USA, Security Measures)(#19)
-100=56579 ) ( PHIL BART)(#lz-lug
100-23825) (BEN DAVIS)(#19) ,
100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19)
100-89816) (FRED FINE)(#19)
100-821130) (IRVING HERMAN)
100-19679) (ISADORE WOFSY)
= 134=91)(NY 69L-8:)(#6)(Info)
3 = Chicago - ‘
(1 - A/134=L46)

(1 - 100-18952) (CP - USA, Membership) / 4 _ FO63544

=
i

’/-\
=
[ S I

SEARCHED : ~
‘ JEK 3 lew | —INDEXED ____
(17) : : *,u.nwo_éf

- | AT 11956
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DIRECTOR, FBI - RE: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA
, ORGANIZATION

duties with regard to the handling of Party funds and Party
flnancial records for the National Office to ISADORE WOFSY.

CG B82S further advised on May 3, 1956, that BART
. stated on May 2, 1956, that he had sent a letter to the National
~Board demanding a hearing before the Board. BART stated that -
he had learned that his present position as Assistant National
Organizatbional Secretary had been turned down by many persons,
including BEN DAVIS, before it was offered to him. BART stated
- that he was very busy at the time and did not realize what was
‘happening. He .also stated that he has told EUGENE DENNIS and
~FRED FINE orally that he is.tired of being kicked around and
" that he wants to be placed in charge of a District or of a
region. BART stated that he told them in a joking manner that
he would even take the Denver 'District (Rocky Mountain District)
Cha:.rmanshlp° FINE then proposed that BART become the Chairman
in Denver and BART 1mmediately ‘re jected this proposals

CG 582=S% advised, that in defense of his contentions,
‘" BART stated that the Natlonal Office was getting nowhere in the -
matter of organization and funds until he became a part of the
National Organization Commission during the summer of 1955,

BART then produced a typewritten sheet showing the dues and
percentage of dues collected in each District of the Communist
Party - USA-during the entire year of 1955, CG 5824-S% was ..
unable to make any notes during a brief glance at this document
but did note that the Communist Party - USA, according to BART' g
official report, had 163,411 dues payments during the entire
year of 1955, BART's record also reflected that this amount
represented a 777 dues collection.

It is to be noted that if 163,411 dues payments repre-

\ sent 777 of all dues which could have been collected by the

- -Party, by dividing 16,341,100 by .77 a figure of 212,222 is .

- obtained. It is, therefore, assumed that if all Party members ©
paid all their dues for each month of the year, there would j
have been 212,222 dues payments., By dividing this figure by
12 monthly payments, a figure of 17, 685 is obtained and this
flgure would represent the membership in the Communist Party-USA.

CcG 582&=Sn also learned from BART that the tobtal
number of recruits in the SGommunlst Party during the entire
year of 1955 was 485. e,
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA
ORGANIZATION

- BART also stated that when he returned to New York
iﬁfﬁjf&bm.Denvers Colorado, where he had investigated the

case, he found the National Office in chaos so he steppe
orward to take the rap in dealing with the Internal Revenue
Service with regard to the tax liens against the Party and the
"Daily Worker". BART stated that he has been the goat and
that if he camnot get the position he wants from the National
Board, he will look for outside employment.

In continuing the detailing of his gripes against
the national leadership, BART stated, "Can you imagine i
il leadership was not going to invite a guy like
[:;fiff;ﬁwho is in charge of the National Review CommissIon, %o
e enlarged meeting of the National Committee." BART .further
stated that it was not until the last moment that he BART, was

able %o convince the national leadership that should be
invited to this meeting. '

Opinion of GG 582l -S%

- CG 582l-8% stated that with the current attacks against
the cult of the individual, as a result of events occurring at
the 20th Congress of the CPSU, practically everyone in the
Communist Party - USA resents being "kicked around" by the leader-
ship of the Party. It is also felt that now is the proper time
to air any complaints against the leadership. ' CG 582Li-S# is of
the opinion that BART may go through with his plan to air his
gripes before the National Board, but that if he doés he will
probably tone them down and will not be as outspoken as he is
in private discussions. '
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.. SUBJECT:

. INTERNAL SECURITY - G

"MEMO RANDUM % % % # UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-68) DATE: § ~23-5°¢6
(100-18952) S

COMMUNIST PARTY - USA
MEMBERSHIP - =

SAC, -GHI'GAGO "

e 5821;-8: on M’ay m, 1956, exhibited a;

‘:sheet of paper which-informant. had obtained- from. PHIL
»  BART; member of the Natbional Organizatlcn Commission’.
L of ‘the. Communist Party - USA,

This sheet of paper

:r}contalned ‘the follow1ng infbrmatione o Lo e R
L e ST 1955 R P
B 1956 . D R 1956 Reg. D D% _R SO
‘1M1nnesota 347 O . *.2B0 . 2736 80 0 o
. Wisconsin- . 00 0 160 - 1718 99 -6 u
¢ -Indiana . - 0 O 361{. 37 3 x *
"‘Mlssourl "35 0 49 81 110 - 2 -
2 - Bureau (BEGISTERED) L '}
. 2 = Indianapolis - (REGISTERED)
. ”v,(l»:‘loo--ﬂ )(CP - USA, Membershlp) ,
.. +(X =100~ )(CP - USA Funds) , ’
.2 - Kansas City (REGISTERED).’ -
: (L -~ 100- = .)(CP . USA, Membership)
~ (1 - 100- . )(cCP - USA;-Funds) S
2 .- Milwaukes (REGIS'I'ERED) - o
¥ (1 - 100~ )(CP, - USA; Membership)
(1 --200< )(CP. - USA,,Funds)
2. Minneapolls (REGISTEREDS
(1 = 100=" " )(CP = USA, ;Membershlp) : :
e (1= 1ooen, )(CP - ?SA ‘Funds) - L

OZ ,’Iéfy" Pl

2 ~ St, Louis

C 2 e Ghlca

q:,Membershlp) (#19 )
Funds) (#19) :

(1 = 100579 o BART) ,) L e
(1 2" 100 (RE()}%CS:gEREg%A ‘M’ bershi )

- - - , Membershi
(1 =100~ )(CP-USA Fu;lnds N v ﬁgufﬂés E’/Oé7

e

} SEAPLHE{) U LI BU‘?:‘J P,
1 ven A
3 SIALIZED. . 3

HJ%A’25ﬁ95G

(1 - A/13i; L;é) ;

oyl YURK /
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DIRECTOR, FBI

[N

' It is~belleved that "D" stands for dues, and
"R" ‘means recruitso

RE:. COMMUNIST’ PARTY . USA
| MEMBERSHIP

55 ¢laimed Rep;isfr;tio‘n'
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NY1726 s* U
. Who" has" furnished rellable S
information in the past :

/11/56

Vsaid that She hﬁto;then ,

previouslyﬁto see about joining the CP, She’ told

that she,ha not heard»anything yet”and that ‘o -one- -had been
‘ 1 and address, 318\

RTC- TWO\MEMBERSHIP (#’iz 14)Q.
) (#12-15)..
-IARA) (#12-16)
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OFFICE MEMCRANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

(1]

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-75) DATE: 5/28/56

FROM + SAC, NEW YORK (100-128815)

SUBJECT: CP, USA DISTRICT #»2

NEGRO QUESTICN
IS-C

Re Albany letter to Bureau, l1/26/56.

Referenced letter identified nine unknown éubjec’cs

by first name only, and one white female by description, as
having attended a meeting of the NYS Negro Cormission on April

21, 1956,
2 - Bureau (100=~3~75) (RM)
1 ~ Albax 100~11067) gNegro Question) (Encs. 1) (RM)
1 - RM
1 - WY {I00=79 BN DVOSIN) (19)
1 - NY (300-99369) (ALLAN IAWS) (19)
1 - NY (100-85936) (PL Al
1 « NY (L00-79025) (12-16) |
1 -~ NY (100-102357) (12-16) . b6
1 - NY (100-69058) 20-11) ﬁzg
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Letter to Director

Re: CP, USA DISTRICT #2
NEGRO QUESTION
IS~C

Unknown subjects,l
possibly idenbical tol

|are
and TED BASSETT,

Pnotographs of these subjeclfs appegr im the Communist Album
and should be exhibited to for identification. Also
in the Communist Album is a phobograph of | | who

may be identica o the unknown sub ject, white, female. Another
is enclosed to assist in the identification.

picture of

Unknown sub jects|

are possibly identical tol

Ia*nﬂl IJ
b6

| Photographs of these  L-c

Sub jectTs are enclosed,

b7D

Referenced letter reflects that BEN DAVIS, white. male,
was introduced to the informant. L4 photograph of
wa: Ben Davis, appears in the Communist Album and Should Do

exhibited to the informant for positive identification,

Regarding unknown sub ject

the NYO can not

meke a tonative identification at this tTime., Enclosed are eight
photographs of cloven individuals who entered the meeting place,
12l West 12hth St.; NYC, on April 21, 1956, which photographs

should be exhibitcd to the infqrmant for

tho particular purpose

of ildentifying unknown sub ject

and any of the other

1ls who attended the mcetTing.

intormant ror further identifying data,

1T

jdontification of

is negative, Llbany is requested to interrogate the

Results of the contact with

should be

designatad for all of the NY filos receiving copics of this

le ttcr.
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OF#ICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-68) DATE: ¢/1 /56
FROM  : BSAC, NEW YORK (100-80638)

SUBJECT: CP, USA-MEMBERSHIP

Zaan/? IS - C
2.

Re Chicago letter, 5/9/56, containing info
furnished by €G 582)-8%, which was in a letter. given to
the informsnt.

The "R T.." sending this letter is

Regional | L&f the CP in the South. THE =I3TS5s
of | | T Tenn." is that of

P funecti pnaries in
k@ﬁﬁﬁssee. [ [1s pPossibly] | who utilizes
the alias | | when In Tennessee on CP business.

Chicago is requested to furnish NY and other
Offices, info sourrounding the obtaining of these notes e
and their eventual disposal, Any otner pertinent info b7c
. Or observations by the informant should also be furnished.

Bureau (100~-3-68) (RM)
Chicago (A/13h4~L46) (RM)
Indianapolis. (RM)
Louisville (RM)
Memphis (RM)

New York (100-51082) (19)

New York (100-85686) (20-11)
New York (100-80638)

P vy

B rronmu
L |

HPQtmjw |

ot

o 7/
J#a~ §0638 - (6T 5~ JJ
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FD-5a (5-21-56)

"CHARGE OUT SLIP
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rie __100 80638 Date __9/27/56
Class. Case No.
: Closed l: Pending
Date
Serial No. Description of Serials Charged
16713 Inadvertently skipped in serializi
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S P AV |

SEARCHED .c.crnrernso IUDERED. coocncnened
SERIALIZED EVLED
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RECHARGE Date
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GOMMUNIST PARTY USA -
. DISTRICT #9 = ORGANIZATION
INTERNAL SECURITY - c

-7 Extreme care should be used in’ handling andureportlng‘ Sy
the following informaﬁion 1n order to protect the 1dentityn¢f the\;i”-

L 1nformant s “,j”“'} n e S “ .
fﬁ;kjszw"fﬁ@f“ Re Chlcago letter to the Director dated May 2, 1956 s
;?gj,‘r captioned”‘"COMMUNIST PARTY, USA DISTRTCT #9, DOMESTIC ADMINI— :j~:f}"

STRATION ISSUES,,INTERNAL SECURITY“ C"»

P
T

~,“:”~"*' 't“GG 582&- "‘on May 29,,1956 made available to SA+JOHN4‘ L
o ;E,LKEAEING ‘several” dl&taphonezmemo belts, ‘the frangeription of . . B
e ewhieh 18 "Logated in. Chicago file .A)13l-i6-283," .The following T
flnformation 1s cqntained An these memo»beltsw_ . o

12-Bureau (Registered)
';2~Butte (Reglstered)
. 1=X00%. (CP,. USK -
‘ﬁéﬁfygﬁi”z .
~<§Lygwﬁaéaﬁl§§£¢ﬁUSA MEMBERSHIP)»*~&
1=100-8063Y, -(CP, USAL RARMERS MATTERS)
JMlnneapolls~(Reglstered) S “
(CP,y USA" - ORGANIZATION)"Q" % i
(CP,: USA = DOMESTIC - ADMINISTRATION ISSBEs)ak
Py USA “= MEMBERSHIP) .
; 'USK .~ -FARMERS. MATTERS)
~ ‘(@GP USA = FUNDS ¥ ixiin . =
e 1ooa367 (MARTIN MAGKIE)
: '”»Chlcago, e o .
-=A)13KI-=°LI-6==21L83& '
ST »100p3%70 (MORRIS" HILDS)
AR % =1ooa1 59(CP~UBA .




Letter to the “Minneapoils A

o, USK il

- : s ST e 5 . R NS Tk , - "
,'kl e e L. R PR B [oags - .e

o

5 : by

lMorning Tribune" " fﬂl,‘ g’w' :e,;J-eA

Pre31dent9
/ Morning Trh

% Referenced Chioago letter enclosed a: fi%e'page mlmeo-’i
graphed letter-dabed ABpil 12 . TOEA . ‘and. sddne sed . to: JOHN.. ‘COWLES,

.

ce,gszhws 71earned erm MARTIN MACKIE of May-27 41956

paper has'to prlnt certa;n thlngs which 1t

‘EMACKIE stated that the current
ota. GP.District;is 268

%o

e questlonnalreo\ ‘MACKIE stated that ‘the Mlnnesota
‘ﬂffn"‘thatvthe FBI circulated this questlonnalreo“"

Circulatlon of a Questlonn ire

. &ng MACKIE stated‘that somedne or sqme organizatlonuhad
zcirculated & questlonnaire addressed 0 peeple throughout tHe
‘ “Minnesota - CP- District. One’ of*the questlons ‘askéduwhethér, the . . -
:;.‘“ reader was*satisfled with:the: Party. leadershlPOq ThA“Quesﬁlohnalre

. instructed that the reader :should:not . sign’ hlS ‘name’; v
f&f '~ 'éach; qnestlonnaireqwas numberedo_ MAGCKIE-;
I these questionnalres were:fIlled outgbeforexﬁhe Partyﬂw

T .,
P
*

h .
tated, that fogr of‘

'€Xposé this-maneuyer :and to’stop ‘the filliﬂg‘ﬁut&ofﬁ”‘”:

’,4 7‘,

MACKIE stated that the Mlnnesota DlStBlCtVWill set

“Mlnneapolisiﬂ,fm

GKIE w1ll notlfy S

g DISTRIGT #9-ORGANIZATIQN

1nnesotao« ThlS letter was wrltten b?’“

’ *this detter hag recelved ‘gome’ supports MACKIE stated: “that, seqen
«;prominent people ‘havé, offered their . support:in ertlng* .MAGKIE °
.algo-stateéd: that: the" ealbor :0f . the«"Minneapolis,Moyning Tribunel

answered this letterd,was VGry‘apologetic, “but - at“the«same tlme,,,r
pointed out: ‘thatth

nconsiders newso»tww

‘.
W

E s up ‘the: Mldwest Farm Commission which As to. have -its headquarters\"““
i 1n Mlnneapollsoi CG 5824~S 1earned that MA




 learrsd that, MACKiE and- ’CHILDS,,agreed that
should be~anvited to attend meetings of th

, CG 5824~Sé~adv1sed that MARTIN MACKIE d not have any
funds or dues breakdown“for the Natlonal Offlceéof the GP. when‘
he waSsln Chicago on May 27, 1956, and thdt he was-criticized

ats whmeh1$he'enlérged meeting ofithe Natiohal‘Committee' héld,ul GA
1anew York City,from~Aprll 28" through May l*’1956 ﬂwas‘dlscussedo

IR

P

}scheduled a Dlstrlct
_ T?yet but 1t is expected that such
Lthlnfthe next‘few weeks~ : £
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

SAC (100-31723)
SA B, PERKOWSKI, JR,

CP ORGANIZATION
IS - C

2 - Newark (Registered Mail)

1l -

COMINRTT, IIE. DISTRICT #4

1 -

1 - NEW

Haven g
(Registere il)

{ 7 ) New York (Beglster & Mail)
~ RSHTP:

«ﬁwﬂ&GPwﬁﬁ "
*r~ume@«NE&R®wQUESTT%N

s,

CP ORGANIZATION
EUGENE DENNIS
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

S i
1

40 - Philadelphia 1 - 100-31723f

HHHHHHHHPHHHHHH

| J R R R A A I A A A T A |

éP/kog/
- (50) 1

oS

100-30938 (CP,BRIEF)

- 100-33636 (CP,DOMESTIC ADMIN,ISSUES)
100-33150 (CP,FACTIONALISM)

100-33146 (CP,FARMERS MATTERS) ~ -
100-32825 (CP, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) L -5l 2?‘( 1076

100-33208 (CP, MEMBERSHIP)

100-33143 (CP, NEGRO QUESTION)

100-31643 CP, PAMPHIETS &
100-33505 {CP, STRATEGY. IN
100-34981 (CP, UNDERGROUND
100-26102 (COMINFIL, AFL
100-10595 (COMINFIL, CIO
100-10803 COMINFIL FTA
100-2400 (COMINFIL, IFIWU)
100-36095 (COMINFIL, IUE)
Copies continued on

;V/ Page 2)

Nee! 4 ﬂ//S’ 613 -5C

%WWWMK:%U

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

| 2RI

o

DATE ¢ JUNE 12, 1956

be
b7C

SEARCHED _£j2/ %, INDEXHR ..o )
SERIALIZED LED . / F
PUBLICATIONS),p 1 3195

INDUSTR.Y) A u« Y\
OPERATIONS .)?,w Z
\Mf’o\/ Z

CHED _____ INDEXED '

SERTALIZED, FILED

JUNESIZ 1956

FBI, PHILADELPHIA
[ e

Seitn,

INDEXED:




ey

PH 100-31723

Copies - continued

100-8670 (COMINFIL,

100-1502-5969 (CP EPD TNDIS

UE )

100-31688
100-34806

100-34061 (WILLIAM

CRAWFORD)

100-2427 (DAVID DAVIS)

100-25101

100-20479

|
|

100-20107
100-33290

100-32743

100-3658 |

65-1456

100-5663

65-1686 THQMAS_NABRIEDJ___1
100-38020

TRIAL)

100-23953

100-20715

100-18775 |

100-3581
100-23232

100-5822

B e R B e e e e e e e e e e e e

(RN I S N A A A I I T T e R S T R SN R S TR T |

100-20310 ]

———-.-.---————-t——u.———-—‘--—--—---v—.--m—t.n—

On 5/2 SA B, PERKOWSKI, Jr. received through
the mail from who has furnished reliable information . .
in the past, the report quoted below, the originalTof'WhidhwiS

maintained as an attachment

"The District Committee
Eastern Pa. and Delaware met

to|

They met at 'Pive Acres.! i

rather summer home of

"5/20/56

of the Communist Party of
on Saturday May 19, 1956,

. J, the home, or
The reason they met

there was because a me

meeting with them. That member heppereito be

mber ol the National Committee was

-2 -

e



>
.
,, [ ]

PH 100-31723

”wﬁo was recently arrested, and apparently couldn't
leave the State of New Jersey. She resides in New Jersey,
I believe it is in Trenton, I may be wrong.

"The agenda was as follows:

"l - Report of EUGENE DENNTS on Behalf of the
Nat'!l Board - led the discussion.

"The following comrades were present:

-1 3
(@]

"o 5. 9.
2, 6. 10,
3. 7. 11.
4, . 12,
Ll5.
in,

Bpened the meeting, introducing [:;;;:]
as a member of the National Committee., He sa
Since she cculdn't come to us, because of her recent

arrest, we had come to her, He asked for naminatian
of a chairman and secretary for the day,

and were nominated for chairman and for
~ Secretary., declined and |was chalrman Tor the
day. etary, who merely took down the motions
wasg e ebing was called to order at 9:45
AM by gave her report based on the

EUGENE DENNIS report., Some of the highlights from her
report are as follows: Quote:

|lxToday I-shall attempt to bring you an estimation
of the party's past program. It is obvious, time will
not permit my going into the report in its entirety,
therefore, I will deal with certain aspects of the
report,

"W1It 1s true our party has suffered sévere blows
in the past few years. We know this is part of our
isolation position. We no know our isolating ourselves
from the masses of the pcople Was wrong. It played
right into the enemy's hand,

-3 -
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PH 100-317é3

"1In view of reactionary drives against labor, our
isolation position in reference to labor, the National
Committee feels we should not have been so limited in our
assoclation, in character. The party should not have
lost its - tiles.

"'Here we have to see our mistakes in the past
period. We have to examine our reason for losing ties
with labor, I would say there were three (3) reasons
for losing these ties:

"t 1~ Our historical neglect of mass work.
2~ Our Sectarian approach to all matters.
3 - We became prisoners of leéft-centers.

"!These factors facilitated the enemy's attack upon
the party.

"1let's take a look at the way we presented the
question of war dangers. Tae war dangers were exaggerated
by us. A further illustration can be seen in our failure
to show the gap between the war danger and the winning
of peace. There has been much fatalism in our ranks in
reference to war & peacec.

"!The war danger was real, bubt how we fought it
was the diffcrence,

"!Cn the fascist menance to our country we exaggerated
also, We declared if the Mundt -Nixon Bill passes fascism
would come to our country. We allowed the enemy to make
the decisions, We did not give correct estimation to many
issues. Our nass ‘take-offg! by the leading cadre of
the party, leaving the rank & file membership of our party
alone, has had serious effects with in our party, It has
cost a lost of membership. -—'

"1We falled to see what effects the world situation

would have on events here. Our wrong estimation on
international issues are very real., After all the

T




PH 100-31723

"finternational situation played an important factor
in the Supreme court's decision on disegregation.

"IFurther wrong estimations can be seen in our
faulty way of connecting IKE & McCARTHY. We minimized
the area of fight around McCARTHY., We said no real
fight had been waged agst. McCARTHY, because the American
people merely scolded McCARTHY's method and not his anti-
Communist program., What we failed to realize that this
has always been the American way, !'I do not like what
you say, but I'll fight to the end to defend your right
to say it,! attitude. We tried to force the party!s
line on the American people instead of using their
line, their way of thinking to defeat McCARTHYISM.

"iNow lets look at our policy on the economic front,
There, too, we certainly made errors. The tone the party
implied, was one of saying a depression was here, Now
it is true under capitalism, no stable economy can exist,
but our line of insisting a depression was right around
the corner, We tried to push our thinking on the Marshall
plan down the throats of the working people and labor in
general, The left cervainly would have found better ways
and means tc warn about the Marshall plan in the trade
union movement,

"!'We centered our fight against social democratic
leaders in the Trade Union Movement, We lost sight
of importance of our peoplec having ties with the Masses
in the unions, Our attempt to force the party's thinking
on the trade union, caused the split,!« unquote -

"The ’split’[::::::]is talking about, was the CIO
kicking several lawge unions out of the organization
because of being Communist dominated. Such unions as
UE, Fur & Leather Workers, ect, ect.

1 | conttd - quote

"1The advanced sectors of the left never learned
how to combine its own princpled and correct position on
& number of these questions ™ wWith the necessity to follow
a flexible tactic in the trade union movement, even as

-5 -
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PH 100-31723

"tsome of the experiences of the French and Italian
comrades showed was possible, . '

"In the Negro field:

"tThere has been a tremendous lack of attention
paid to work in the Negro field., We need to reappraise

our whole position on self~determindtion in the Black-
Belt,

" "1In the 1954 party program the previous position of
the party on self-determination in the Black-Belt has
been modified.,

"1It seems we have to do more than reverse our
position by putting it aside. We must state why we
have altered our position on the slogan of self-
determination., Certainly the developments in the South
have not moved in the direction of the establishment of
a Negro Nation.

"The basic demands of the Negro people in the South
today are for the right to vote, for full employment
and equal education,

"*We should emphasize the struggle for Negro Rights
has emerged as a gencral, national democratic task, upon
which depends the democratic and social advance of
the entire nation.

"!Here again we must re-examine the party's fight
against white chauvinism, Has the party abandon its fight
agst, white chauvinism? .

"tIn Negro work we have been gullty of right .
opportunism as well as left-Sectarism., In many instances
our comrades have gone into Negro organizations and lost
themselves there, while still others have refused to
go into any right-led organization, prefering to stick to
left centers. This field of work must be given careful
examination. The National Committee is planning to
hold another conference in the very near fubure, to deal
solely with the Negro question,

-6 -




PH 100-31723

"'What then are the perspectives of the party?!
"We must strengthen the party politically and- organizationaly.
We must strengthen our ties with the masses. One 6f the
the fhings we must draw from this discussion and DENNIS!
report, is that we must take decisive measures to widen
our contacts and exchange opinions with non-nerby masses
and at the same time insure collective leadership
throughout the party.

"11t is important that we take a new look at America,
We must examine the possibility of organizing a new and
broader mass party of Socialism, :

"fThere has been a growth of a number of Socialist
oriented pro-Marxist currents, This can be explained by
influence exerted by the historic victories of Socialism
and national liberation, especially by the emergence of
Socialism as a world system, This pro-Marxists currents
exist in the U, States in spite of a period marked by
sharp vespression agst. our party,

"It is true also because of the attacks against our
party, socialist-minded people have sought other channels.
Still others have gone elsewhere because of our dogmatic
Sectarian concepts and methods in one party and our
refusal to tolerate outside criticism,

. "fWe have underestimated the scope and character
of this many-sided pro-Socialist elements in this country,
We saw only the reconstructed Trotskyists, who we say
were out to wreck our party.

"'We took the attitude that our party is the vanguard
of the working class, therefore thosc that want Socialism

will eventually have to come to us and accept our complete
line,

"ITherefore an entirely new approach is demanded of
us. We hmerican Marxists must Learn To master the art
of applying and developing the universal science of

. Marxism creatively, on the basis of the experience,
circumstances and traditions of our own country.

o
- 7T -




PH 100-31723

"1This means, that we have to learn to distinguish
between the principles of Marxism which are valid
generally, and the different forms & methods Marxists
develop their tactics and concretely apply the principles
of so%entic Socialism in a variety of different situations,

T .

"!Here I wish to stop, I didn't intend to speak so
long. This report is presented to provoke honest and
frank dlscussion and as I understand all of you have had
ample time to read the report, a lively discussion
should ensue,

"!This report is to go into pamphlet form, where
it will be placed in the hands of comrades throughout
the nation for discussion. After which another meeting
of the National Committee will take place, following
which will come a convention in late Dec. or early dJan,
at which time the Nat!l Committee will have the collective
thinking of comrades thru out the country.!' Unquote.

l |asked if there was to be a 1limit on discussion.
|said no, and said the meeting would last

until 7:00 P,M, at which all the gave arsad
sigh, The first speaker was BOB MORRELL., He said the
following things. Quote

"1I'm very much ready for this discussion., I've
given much thought and consideration to DENNIS' report.
After reading it, I feel I've wasted the last ten years
of my life, I for one can not see anything I've done
concretely. I've been in the party twenty-three years
(23) and the last ten have been the worst.,

"!T feel that our party is no longer a working class
party. We have failed to instill our membership discipline.

"!As a result there is a sloppiness about our work,
There is a lack of confidence about making declsion
on the part of rank & file members.

"10ur work with the farmers have been pityful.
An example of this can be seen in our failure £o
participate in the Farmers' struggle agst. the Northeast
Alrport; because it meant taking their land away., Instead
we had our head in a cloud.
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"' level this criticism at the party nafionally.
Comrade WM, FOSTER is certainly not above criticism and

I think we should not fail to let the National Committee
know about this.

"1Oour loss of ties with the masses, our isolation
policy from the masses, our un-available tactics in the
recent period, has certainly hurt our party. It is no
doubt in my mind, that the 20th Congress, help bring these
errors to light, How long can we continue To make these

errors? A close examination of our work is needed, !
Unquote,

"Lunch was served, | lwas the host,
He was present. but did not participate in the meeting.
He and set the table, on which was baked
ham, sharp cheése, hot boiled white potatoes, lettuce,
tomatoes, scallions, wine, beer, coffee, tea and
rye bread. The comrades ate plenty, after all the
party paid for the food,

"During the %ungh_hguni between mouthfuls, the
comrades talked, s talkine to a spall

group, including i
TOM NABRIED and D VIS, He sald while he was

unavailable;, he depended upon himself, He said he
had three different apartments, three cars at his.

disposal,

"The subiect came up because they were talking
about | way of giving directions., His way of
expecting comrades to make, or rather reach a destination
in a given time, without allowing for traffic. They
said 1as sloppy in handling these details,

[ 1 pointed OLf fﬁif ffjing the period when
everyone was unavailable, was forever exposed
to the F.B.I. He could have been picked up many times,
according to| However, he felt the FBI wanted to
get ED STRONG and PHIL BART and then a few others. When
they couldn't do this, they just made a package and
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"arrested the nine. DAVE DAVIS said the vea
Effifffffed to the FBI was his working with )
"DAVE DAVIS turned tol land s2id he was in New

York last saw She sent her
regards to! DAVE said |had spent sometime in
Florida. € gave no furtherinformation. .

‘E;:::::::gcame over amd[:::::]told of the serious
conditIons existing inW. Phila, She asked for a meeting
with him. She said she felt TOM NABRIED and BILL CRAWFORD
should si h meeting, whic uld also include
and told her

Vo Set the date and to let him know Tuesdadys;—at which

time ansopganizer's meeting (Section Organizers) would be
held,

"Lunch was over in forty-five minutes (45) .

'[:%:]oalled the meeting to order and wa.s
the first speaker, He said the following =—Tuover

TEirst T want to make a motion that this body
thank for coming here today, giving up time with
her family, and aiding us in this discussion,!'"

[ |cut in - and said she felt it was her duty.

| [cont'd saying -

"!Nevertheless we thank you, if only from the human
side of the issue,

"!Now to DENNIS report, in the first place I want
to make a motion that this report does not be placed in
pamphlet form, because this would tend to finalize the
thing; and if it true that the Nat'l Committee wants a
collectlve thinking, then the report should remain as is
for discussion in sections and clubs, and the results be
placed in pamphlet form.

"!You see I do not agree with everything that DENNIS

has said here. His reference to left centers, left
progressive, progressives, and ect - need some clarification.

- 10 -
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"1What is the meaning of left? This issue certainly needs

to be ecleared up,

"Furthermore I do not believe that left Sectarism
is the main cause of our errors. I think we need o
look further than this. I don't pretend to have the -
answer, I am so tired of sitting down at meetings and
listening to guys give an answer to every problem, Half
time they don't know what the hell they are talking about.
If fhey would listen for a while maybe they could learn.

"10ur leadership, including FOSTER, is living on
past experiences in the labor movement in another era to
make present day decision, They are not close
the working people and therefore most of them 40 not
know what is taking place in the labor movement today.
So they give some fantastic decision and expect oup
pPeople who are sti1ll in the trade union to carry them out,
Is there any wonder we have no ties?

"1Also I want to say maybe you should be critical of
me because I have very little patience with
because he ig trying to give answers from thc books Instead
of thru experiences and close associa ith the working
class, The same thing goes for | | 1 expect
more of them and yet they are constan¥ly disappointing.
Some of the errors of the past are still evident today,

"10n the Negro question I want to say this, we fought
white chauvinism in the party and stopped there. We
did not broaden this fight,'" unquote -

"DAVE DAVIS was the next speaker - quote -

“!After reading the DENNIS report and listening to

I'm convinced that a basic organizational change
15 needed, The same leaders of the prarty are in the
leadership now, that was leading in the Browder days.

"1T want to devote my time to the party's work in

the trade union movement, I am disturbed by DENNIS'
hinting at a split in the AFI, - CIO merger, I don't

- 11 -
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“1think we should be the ones to spread such a thing.
Furthermore -~ the differences between a MEANY and a
REUTHER are not so great. I think our role should be
one of dispelling such talk.

"1This question of Individual Cult or Cult of
Individuals has played a role in our party, It has
helped to destroy our ties with the labor movement. Any
comrade who was head of a big union in the old days were
listen to regardless of how the rank & file felft
about him. After all our comrades who headed unions
didn't earn these jobs, they got them during a course
of struggle on the parts of the parts of the American
beople and may be because we talked & little louder
than others we became business agents of various locals,
So when these big shots spoke out, the party leadership
listen to them, They were after all leaders of
5,000 or 6,000 people, Never mind what the rank & file
were saying about these people.

"1This was particular true in the old
& Tobacco Workers) AISo with a TOM DEIANEY,
of UE., The party leadership would hear no critical
remarks about these men, They were Gods., And when the
Smoke cleared away wc had nothing left. Our position
in the Marshall Plan and many other issues that did not
deal with the economic needs of the American working
people were forced upon labor, the left elements were
kicked out of the Trade Union Movement. Our failure -
to be flexible on meny matters led to the split in the
labor movement.'’ unquote :

! | was the next speaker he was brief,

He spoke on The Negro Question, saying he not had

ample time to read the report by DENNIS. However, he
felt the whole question of self-determination must_ be
critically re-examine ., He said he agreed with
that the report should not be put in pamplile

orm. He also agreed with that the fight agst,
white chauvinism should be broaden into the mass
organizations, :

{;::;]was the ncxt speaker, He said he did not
understand what party leaders in this district meant,
when they referred to 'They! in giving reports. He

- 12 -
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"wondered if they meant the Nat'!'l Board or if it werec
Just a cover up, not to reveal a decision as his own
decision, This reference %o 'They! he felt must be
stopped, because it was confusing, He also felt what -
the party talked about, such as peace, were not being
talked about by workers. He found when Bo went into

a shop it was a big difference from a party meeting.,
He said he didn't know how the party line could be
gotten across to the average worker,

1

|was next. was also brief. He

felt that so much discussion was not necessary, That
we know where the emwrorshad been made and now the job
for correcting them mast be started,

"Next came - quote:
"1I want to agree with GUY that this
report should not be put in pampnliet rorm, I also want to

say Socialism is no foreign word to Americans, it is us
who have made it a dirty word in this country by our
errors,

"'I disagrece with BOB MORRELL of ton wasted years,
I don't feel that, I also can not take & negative
approach to all our work in the past - We have made
some errors yes, bubt at the same time we have made some
contributions to the working class in America as well
as to labor & the Negro people,

"'There certainly is room for improvement in our
fight for Socialism. We should remember this, Jeffersonian
Democracy is something, even when Socialism comes we'!ll
still maintain, It is a part of our American heritage,

"'T know that this isn't the place to bring this
up, but we in Local 107 - UE are very disturbed by events
taliing place in district #4, We had met with party
members of that district and even told fheir position would

- 13 -
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"1pe different from the one they took on the merger of
that district with IUE, There has also been some
discussion in the party agst. fragmentation of U.E.
However the National representatives have not had the
courtesy to talk to Local 107 about the Merger,

""Meanwhile the Party Shop Club of Local 107 decided
it would still give vigorous support to the strike and
would accept aid from anyone, whether it be district #U
or anyone else, This decision, which I feel is correct
was reached without the party leadership here, They have
since, approved it.! Unquote.

was next - quote -

"!'I didn't have ample time to read the DENNIS report,
however, I do have a few comments to make. It Seems to
me, new forces are needed in our party on a National as
well as district level. This does not mean that all
the old leaders should be replace . Some should be kept
to work with the new cadre, teaching and training them
for future party leadership. Cadre is an important
factor to consider, if we are to correct past errors.

"'I want %o agree with that we have to look
at America anew and learn to apply Marxist principles
according to the issues and situvations in our country.
This does not mean we arc deviating from the Communist
parties In the world, It is true that a communist party
is Internatirnal first and foremost, but T'm talking
about a party not a country. Therefore how we see-
soclalism coming to our country may differ from other -
countries, however, the communist party, here like else~
where in the world hopes for world socialism. I think
this basic understanding must be made clear to all @
comrades, if we are going to win the ideological struggle,'”
Unquote, ' ’ !

1
point,

gave the comrades a five minute break at this

- 14 -
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Iremarked to | I and BEN,
he was receiving unemployment compensSation., He showed

them his and he listed his occupation as .!Business
Agent ! remarked, that he really didn't want a
Jjob, laughed and said he certainly didn't,

was the next speaker - quote:

"11 disagrce with BOB, when he tells me he has
- wasted ten years, I've been in the party seventeen years
and I don't feel that I!ve wasted any of them, In the
past ten years, I've fought for peace, I've fought agsét.
McCARTHYISM, I've fought for Negro liberation, True I may
have made errors, but I fought,

"1T feel that our party has always becen sectarian,

We have been too arogant about Socialism, After all
Soclalism is the heéritage of hmerica., Guys like [;:;;:]
OoF how

and others certai 1y -were Socialists, regardless
vague, -

"10n the Negro Question, this question of self-
determination should be cleared up. It seems that Negro
pPeople have decided on intergration. Their culture is
certainly intergrated with smerican culture, Their
fight at this moment is not one of liberation from a
nation that has oppressed them, but rather one for
intergration, equal rights. So how do we come to talk
about self-determination? When will we learn?!"

1}

was the next speaker - quote:

"11t is true the 20th Congress forced the party to
stop and examine its role in regard to Socialism,

""We in this country are faced with contradictions,
There's a shortage of cadre and a problem of bringing
party policy to the forefront.

"'It is true that the unavailable period took a
heavy toll of oup membership. We are left with something
like 20,000 members in this country., We should re-examine
this period.  The expense on the party was evident in terms
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iof money also. It is true we sent some of our people
as far as California, away from families. This didn't
help the situation, It is also true we allowed the
enemy to make decisions and create situations for us
during this period.

"The period of liquidation was also an error. We
Just dropped member after member, Many welll never
regain,

"10ur method of operations has been wrong. We have
not operated by collective decision. In mosét cases
one man made a decision, it became law for the party.

"1Tt is a certainty that we have curtailed, and yes
in some inmstances stopped criticism. Crecping into our
ranks have been the tendency to cut off discussions.

We only have to look at the Jewish Commission for an
example,

"!Here we find one or two men have been the Jewish
Commission, formulating policy and executing it, This
method of work has spelled trouble for the party;

: "tAnother weakness within the party, has been its
failure to win the rank & file membership to the ideological be
struggles, ‘ b7C

"!The whole problem of comrades separating their
mass work from party work, There's no such animal.
Mass work is party work and we must see that membership
understands this,!  (Unquote)

t

Quote

spoke next: saying the following:

"!T agree with GUY | the report should
not be put in pamphlet form but rather be used as it
is being used today, to provoke open and frank discussion
on every level, '

"1I shall endeavor to make this brief, because
the hour grows late and as I look at the nokes Comrade
BEN has been making and the pages keep
writting, I know I must hurry. I want %o deal wifh
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"Ttwo phases of the report, first trade union work,

"1T don't agree with Comrade when he states
workers aren!t talking about peacc;or—about the same
things we talk about, They do ~ however they talk about
it on a level they understand, This is something we
Communists have not learned, to utilize the small things
and never push our policy in its party form down the
throats of the workers,

"!You have to understand the pride and loyalty a
union members feels toward his or her local. We must
learn to take issues that arise everyday and apply our
way of thinking on the workers! level,

"1Pushing advanced issues will only succeed in our
being isolated,

"1A concrete example is the party's failure to come
up with a tax program, This has long been the concern
of every member and officer of the unions. Yet we are too
busy calling for an end to the Korean war or something., *~
When all we had %o do was use the tax problem and show
the worker that war and maintaining troops overseas
certainly would hurt their paycheck when it comes. to high
taxes, But we didn't do this, we considered it too
small,

"'Things like this certainly led to the loss of
Local 186 of the old FTA., The party members that were in
the leadership of that Local were arrogant and very far
from the rank & file membership. Whenever a party rank

& file member complained, they were ignored., Have we
learned from our errors.

"1In the Negro field, our work certainly has fallen
short, This does not mean that we have not contributed
anything to the Negro!s fight for freedom, but it does
mean we are lagging behind in its fight now. We can not
live on past laurels forever.

"tHow do we explain the tremendous loss of membership
among Negroes? How do we explain the liquidation period
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"'in the party when we almost eliminated our entire
Negro membership.

"1Can we say that whitc chauvinism is the only
cause? No, I think not, although it played a ma jor
role; other factors were present. I do not pretend
to know all the answers.

"!T do feel Negre leaders in the party made a
terrible mistake, they isolated themselves Ffrom the
Negro people's movement, thus breaking important ties.
In the last year the party has started to corrvect this.
Negroes in the party have gone into mass work.

"'We must make concerted efforts to enlarge Negro
membership in the party, or else we are whistling in the dark
when we talk about rebullding ties with Negroes.!? Unquote.

spoke ncxt - quote:

"1T want to ask if the DENNIS Report has
already gone to press to be pubt in pamphlet form,!" Unquote,

1

said Yes, BEN then said he would like to
make a motion that use her influence with the
National Committee To see that it is not finalized

but be used for discussion on every level and that the

EE::ffjt and the Nat'l Committee pay for the printing.

agreed and the comrades agreed that the district
and the Nat'l Committee pay for the printing.

continued saying quote:

"1T want to agree with DENNIS report in many ways.
It is true we have become 'dealers in events,! !'generalist
specialists,! For each field we have a specialist, one
man who can give the answer to all the problems in that
particular field.

"1We are supposed to be the vanguard of the working
class, leading them. ILet's stop kidding ourselves we
aren't leading anyone., We make beautiful proposals and
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"!and policies for the working class, bubt they go on their
way and we are left with our-heads in the clouds,

"!The workers have told us to go to hell. Our
bolicy has been too advanced for them, we are guilty of
what the Chinese Comrades call 'Montain Grazing.! We
are way up on the mountain, the people and workers are
down below, and we don't know what the hell is going on.

"!We must exert the posture of of our independent
role, We must deal with the economic issues that
confront the workers.

"1I disagree with DAVE when he calls for a complete
basic organizational change. Some change in leadership
is needed, however, I would call for a merger of some
old and some new leadership on & national and district
leve, It would be an error to eliminate all old
and install new leadership., It would be like throwing
a baby into the water and say swim. Let's not go
overboard, ’

"tlet!s win our ideological struggle and let!s
cement our tles with the masses of the people.!" (Unquote)

"TOM NABRIED spoke next - quote:

"IThere has been so much laziness in the party that
our work has become sloppy. It is true left sectariam
has hurt us, but it is also true right errors have hurt
us. I have been in the party twenty-six years (26) and
I don't feel I have wasted any of them, I have
participated in many struggles and the party has played
a ma jor role in American history.

1 |hit the nail on the head when she
said we do not use the same level as the working people,
I've found they are way ahead of us. We must also
remember that the stadndard of living in this country
is high, and when we talk about the down-trodden
worker, the working man wonders about whom are you
talking. .

- 19 -
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"ithe democratic heritige of the American peoble,
have been given over by us to the ruling class and we
arz not fighting for the best traditions of the American
people.'" Ungquote.

| |was the last to speak and e
everyone laugh when giving the floor to he
said, iWe will now here from the comrades in the district,!
laughed also - he took the floor saying - quote:
'L want To agree with GUY's motion extending our thanks
to for sitting in on otr meeting. It is high time
that some one from the Nat'l Committee should sit in on
our district committee meetings. It is also a criticism
that a motion has to be made to thank & National
Representative for participating. I am for more of
them participating in our meetings. If we can come to
New dersey, we can also go to New York. In the fubure
we should think in terms of doing this.

"[:::::::1xeport was more than a repeat of DENNIS*

. veport, She inserted some of her thinking. I attended
that Nat'l Conference and it is hard for one comrade to
bring the true meaning of such a report. ;

"It is also true and apparent that our party has not
formulated policy in @ Marxist manner. In the fubture
we Marxists in Americd must learn to deal with issues
in our country and how they affect our country, regardless
of how they affect the international level,

"1A11 of our can talk on foreign policy, but when it
comes to our country we arec lagging. Someone once said,
*American Marxists should have one eye on world events
and the other on America, but the eye on America has been
asleep,

""Well comrades if we are going to build a party of
Socialism in this country, if we are goihg to sell
Socialism to the American people, we had better open
that eye. We had betbter cerrect our errors .,
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"14nd here T disagree with - much discussion
1s needed. feels we know an errors and should move
on and correct them. This has been one of our mistakes
in the past curtailing discussion. We had better learn
to listen.

"1A few weeks ago TOM and I were invited to speak
on a panel at the University of Pa, The panel was
discussing the 20th Congrcss. The people were anxious to
ask is questions and lisbten to our answers., We listened
and learned also,

"10ne question was asked of TOM (NABRIED) if war
came between the Soviet Union and America - what would
he do. TOM answered he would do his duty as every other
Limerican, Whatever he was called to do he would do it.
I was disturbed by TOM's answer at first and then I thought,
they asked him what he would do. He answered for himself,
He did not speak for the party. What the party's policy
and what the individual would do are two separate things.
I agreed that TOM had given the correct answer.

"10f course many other questions were asked and
we were able to get across many things. People were
hearing our side of the story. If TOM had not answered
as he did, the chance to answer such questions would not
have arisen,'" Unquote.

"DLVE DAVIS asked for the floor. He wasn't certain
that such an answer was correct, He felt TOM was asked
the question ag a Communist and the interro ator did
not separate him from the party. |cut DLVE
of f saylng TOM's answer was not up Tor discussion at this
moment .

"It was now 7:35 P,M. 4 long day. said that
he, TOM,| would remain to cleanm up the place.
The meeting was Journed at T:45 P,M,

"7t waa A +inad bunch of . |
| and | left in a‘JSA_iuﬁv.
driven | | RAWFORD drove

car and hent with him as 4igd
went in the car wl
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"DAVE DAVIS .| | | BOB
MOREELL and left together. Everyone was
very tired.

"What was new at this meeting. Well I wouldn't
say anything new happened, bubt some o0ld issues were
given a new twist.

"I, and this is my own assumption, firmly believe
the reds are out %o win men's mind. They are angling
for ex-reds - who have fallen by the wayside because
of the period thru which we have just lived., The
Communists are realists, In spite of all the self-
criticicm and admission of orrors, they are realists,
Listening to them today, I feel they are shifting gears
for a long pull. If they feel they can gain their .
ulterior goal this way, then they will wage a relentless
battle, %n fmerica we must be alerted to the Red's
New ILocl,

Lgent's Comments

The individual identified in this report ag |

previously has been identified as whose true
name 1s not known to informant.

The indiyvidual named herein as probably

is
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Letter to SAC, New York

"Present slipshod practices in handling transfers
continue to create security problems and unnecessary delays
in contacting transfers., Transfers received by the
National Office-are frequently illegible, written on odd
Pieces of paper, and contain inadequate information as to
standing, characterization and method of contacting the
person to be transferred. It is also apparent that trans-
fers from clubs and sections are merely transmitted, by
Dlstricts without study of. the transfer information as to
Tts adequacy as well 4ds polltical approval by the higher
cormittee, The National Office has been placed in the
difficult position of having to decide to send through.
inadequate material in order to avoid extreme, delays; .

"Beginning with January lst the’ National Office
will return. improperly prepared transfers t0 the dlstrict
of origin which must assume respon31bility for further
delay. o

tUntil a new national transfer system is evolved,.
districts should prepare their own uniform system. Trans-
fers should be made on a half-sheet of paper, preferably
typeds: they must contain the following. informationg

(1) Neme and address of person (s) to be transferred; (2)

" dues standing; (3) a clear political characterization as.

to activiby and role, . level of development, length of time
in, recormendation fOr ass:.gnmen.t9 etc. s (u) a. clear.
explanation of how the person who makes the contact is .to
be recognized. )

"Many membérs have been lost because of inadequate
handling of poéints (3) and (L), and frequently questions
are raised about the person being transferred by the
district of origin without any recommendation from the
dlstrlct, Any doubts must be resolved in the district of
origin, and all districts w111 be held to account for

- persons transferred by them,"
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. Letter to SAC, New York

This national policy of the Communist Party
regarding transfers will afford all offices a clearer
picture of what is expected of Communist Party districts
throughout the country. Any data developed in this regard
by all offices through the use of various investigative
techniques should receive proper evaluation and careful
analysis bearing in mind the foregoing letter.

The Bureau is interested to know how and where
these transfer. records are maintained by the Communist
Party on a district and national level; the 1dent1ty of
individuals charged with. keeping such records, the method
by which such data is transmitteéed to thé national office;
and whether these transfers are actually being maintained
at the national office or possibly kept elsewhere.

All offices having 1nfonmants or sources in a
position to furnish data concerning this matter should con-
tactithem promptly. * Advise the Bureau and pertinent
offices where positive information is developed. Chicago.
should specifically interview CG,582l-8 as to all he
knows in this regard and New'York should be alert to the
development of pertinent information in this regard through
informants or confidential investigative techniques report-
ing on activities close to Party headgquarters. -




OFFICE MEMORANDUM

03 . DIRECTOR, FBI (1.00-»3)

(REGISTERED MAIL)
- FROM3 SAG, ST, Lovu ouIs"TlooauBM)
'SUBJECT: “Co Poy Us So A’

IS-C

UNTTED STATES GOVE%NMENT o )
DATE? JUN 11 1955

: . DISCREEI‘ AND CIRCUMSPECT USE AND HANDLING OF ]]\ISTANT INF’()R~
MATION IS URGED 10 TNoURE AGATNST MPROMTSE OF SOIRGEa

be

b7cC

L

CROC3 gmr
(52)
N

1~ 100- {CP - Security Measures)
1l - 100~ (CP - Strat. in Ind.) '
1.~ 100- = (CP = Polit. -Act..)
1 = 100~ .- (CP = Pamph. and -Pubs)

- "1 '=.100- (Prrogressive Party) -
1 - 100~ {Cominfil - NAACP) (RM)

‘ ) © D7D
on 5-28-56| liho has furnished rel:.a.ble i]f_q_ma,tibn '
" in the past, orxally advised SK| |as follows
© At approximately 5330 P.M., 5==26«=56,,| Iﬂl Lo
ALou:Ls, Ill:.nois, membexﬂ of 'State Boardq D:.s’oric 9 per ’
2 - Bureau (REGISI‘ERED MAIL) 2 = Sprlngfleld 1 = 100w .
2 - Butte (1 - 100~ CP ~ Org.) .
(1 -.100-" ) (RM) (L ~'100~-- CP = Org.) (RM) ‘
A - Chicago (1 =, 100~7705; GP =.USA) - 19 - stol_xm;a_(l - 1oo-u8h3)
"1 =100~ * (GP = Org.) - 1
, 1,- 100~  {(CP =~ Security Measures) 1 ~ 100-345
1 - 100=3)i70" (MORRIS CHILDS) - 1' = 100~-6923 (CP = Funds
1 - 100~ (CP ~ Membership) - . L = 100-71L8 o
© 1 =100~ (CP - Negro Question) 1 = 100=-7399 (CP =
©+ 1 -100-  (CP - -Btrat. in Ind,) 1 - 100=7625
1 =100~ '(CP - Polits Act.) - 1 = 100~7781 (CP = Org. g RN
1 - 100~ . (P = Pamph. and' Pub, ) -1 = 100-779L (CP_= NoQ.) - ‘
-1 =100~ ., (Progressive Party) 1 - 1009716
1 - 100~  (Cominfil - NAACP) (M) 1 ~ 100-997L ¢ "
2 ~ Denver (1 - 100 1 - 100-~7L48 (TP ~ Membership)
(1= 100~ = Qrgo) (RM) - 1 - 100=731k (CP = SM) s
b - Mllwaukee 51 - 100~ c)zp - ())rg oY 1= 100«77%6 éCP - 541 §. )
oot (3 = 100= (RM 1 ~ 100=7789 (CP - PoA :
! w10z New, Yorks (1 - 100<493L, CF + 'L ="100=7367 (CP = P. & P.)
‘L = 100=806L1 (CP = Org.) 7 - .1 = 100-8050. (P.P.M.) - '
<lis 100«- (CP Monbereliigys == 1 = 100=2107 (Cominfil - NAAOP)
1 - 100- (CP =~ Negro Question) © 1 - 100-1630L (H. Co U.A.) :

/M

&) @f‘-&/ﬁf
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| I(csnﬁcm_xlcuis Smith Act subjech), ~
| ( and all of St. Louls and

8L 100-L813

'TOs DIRECTOR, FBI . " REs- G Pey U So Ae
: : : . IS =G

~all members of SL CP (ity Committee per departed from St.
‘Tiouis in automobile, arriving jn Chicago, Illinois, approxi-

- mately 12315 A.M., 5-27~56, to attend CP "Midwest Regional Conference.t

No. one was designated as belng in eharge of th:.s delegation representing

“DlS'bI‘lC'b #21,

: 1 Il:.au,son ;E:J.gure ’between District #ol State Board
and -SL CP City Commlttee pex] Iacw.sedl on. 5=25=56 that,
.he was going %o g:wel $7§ 00 for expense monay for
-the five local delegates, plus an un-nsmed amount for expenses for use o
of __lautomobils. Each delegate was subvequently g;iven 31515 OO :
byl :f:‘or necessamy expenses. . . .

The group s’oayed at the wyn dur:,ng the nd.ght and at approx:L- .

“ mately 9:00 A.M. on 5+21-~56 proceeded to the Daily Worker Office at 36

‘West Randolph, where. nobthiing of importance was. digcussed and where they -
‘were directed to the situs of the conference by means of written in- = -

. structions. They deparied at approximately 9325 A4.M. and proceeded to -

" a hotel; name and exact location umcnown,) srbuahed some three blocks

. “south of above’ address, arrwhng a% aboub 9535 AMs “The conference- ‘
 was held in a large meetlnfr room of.' this hotelo balleved to be :Locat.ed e
con ’che sec.ond floor, - S

' Twenty-two perbnns attendad the eoni‘erence ‘and the only o
Negroes present were three of the members of the St. Louis delegatlon, ;
which included one Negro woman. Thoee in attendance included an un~-.

" identified male believed by [to be from Monkana, city unkn

three unidentified 111d1.v:1_duale s all white, from Wisconsing and one
described as in mid-thirties; Mexican extraction, blsck hair, dark com-
plexion; medlum build; thin face, believed to be from: ‘Denver, and des-
cribed as a Smith Act victim whose husband had been expelled from the -
CP. No other identifying data as 'bo names or res:.dences of other’
delegates was obta.lna.bleo ~ :

, All delegates wers 0 at tHe inception of 'the. cen- o o
. _‘ference, which was chaired by| who was e@lected by the delegates, R
.. and -all five.District #1 delsgates, as well as others, took notes during '

: . tHe principal business; which: cons:Lsted of & report by MORRIS CHILIS
-, .predicated upon Twentieth Congress, CP = S. Uo s and the DENNIS repor’c

“to CP Nat:.‘onal Comnittes. . .

i
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resorted to by the CP in th

Ta

SL 100-48L3

I0: DIRECTOR, FBI ) "RE¢ Co Poy Us S. Ao
- B . Is~¢C

CHILDS® REPORT

. He stated there must be a complets re-avaluation of the entire
CP apparatus employing the elements of criticism and self-criticism.
Reference was made to the lack of the proper kind of lgadership in or-
ganized labor., He stated that the ensmies of the CP had been allowed
%o isolate the CP from the masses, thereby making it a captive of "our

own left sectarian organization,®

~ CP'made serj.ous error in 1951 when it reduced msmbership
by one~third on a so-called security basis. He commented: that some -
members were dropped without the situation being fully checked, while
some were expelled and obhers merely forgobten. He stated that during
this period of tims the methods of the CP were, of such a nature that
one-comrade, nokt identified, inquired; "What wouldrreally have happened
had we been in power?", and CHILDS stated, "Who knows?%, Informant |
advised that the inference was clear that' liquidations would -have been
¢ United States if it had been in power in

+

the same manner as in the Soviet Union.

v

Another misbake made by-the CP in recent years was in analyz-

' ing. the economic situation in 1954 by predicting a orisis of capitalism -

in the United Sbtates which had proven to be incorrect, He stated the

" entire approach to this matter had been incorrect.

Hé commented nothing bad heen done by *the CP to eliminate
the long-standing split between the A.F.L. and C.I.0, and further com-
mented that the CP had not played any role in the recent msrger of these

‘organizations.

) -Concerning a third party, he stated that it was the thinking
of many that the supporting of the Progressive Party was. a mistake as
it had no future, for the reason that no real tie existed betwesen it ard
the broad masses and as a result it became -igolated.

OP failed t0 -recognize. and evaluate the importance of ‘the.

. Negro movement in mass organizations and once again was isolated. from

the struggle of the Negro psoples. He commented that recognition should -
have been afforded in view of the fact that the struggle for Negro i
rights and liberation was advancing on all .fronts. He commented that

. recognition had been given ‘_ﬁs@ Communist Porly support in-NAACP: . lp

- 3?




SL 100-4843

TO: DIRECTCR, FBI ’ L RE: Co Poy U. So Ao
e o IS - C

and other Negro mass oypganizations even though bhe weakness of the
CP in Ats approach'had been reflectad.

He stated. that white chauvu.nlczm must be ehmnatedo

B He related that one of the main waaknasses of the CP was
.in failing to recognize left sectaridnism within the CP. -

He asserted that new ideas must be had and changes made “on-
the American road to socialism." He stated collective discussion and -
collective leadership were needed and that sach member must feel free
.o both eriticize and accept criticism. He, stated that no solution
"existed and no preparabory measures could be foermulated ds to ways and -
means of avoiding the same mistakes in the fubure.

N

At the conclusion oi‘ the report., whlch wasg oi‘ 3. durat:.on
in excess of one hour, thoge in attendance had lunch in an adjo:.nlng
T00M, ,

: Durn.ng th,e a.z‘“ba:rmoon sesgion.of the conference, the varlous
- delegates expressed themselves on various phases of CHILDS' report ard
on DENNIS's report took no notes ‘following the conclusion
of CHILDS! reporh).’ ISagreement was expressaed by those in attendance
with various phases of the CP line during recent years and disagreement
was also expressed with t.he fact that there were bog many full-time
- functionaries, ‘

A motion was .offered by an unidentified :anl:.v:Ldual regard:l.ng
the moving of both the CP National Headquarters and the Daily Worker
0ffice from New York to Chicago. During a discussion of this mollon,
it was pointed out that certain people could not leave New York at the
present time, and.objection was also expressed to the removal of the
Dag% Worker Office, Tollowing the discussion, a motion was unanimously
adopted to.move CP National Headquarters from New York to Chicago with
ahprovn.so that l‘b might be left to’ the discrebion o:f‘ the na’c.:.onal leader-
shipo -

>

. |rafermng to the fact that mewbers hads be@n ex~.
pelled during the security drive .in recent years for veicing various
opinions, -commented that a great deal of enargy had been devoted to .
the fighting of thought control in the United States and that perhaps
"the CP should have been. fa.ght:x.ng this very elgmen'b within :.ts own ranks,

-
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8L 100-L813

TO; DIRECTOR, ‘FBI . |  BEi Go Poy Us 8o Ao
o : I8 - G |

in Eeferring to white chauvinism; raised the question as to

"%he consequerices if the CP came into power with chauvinistic, elements
" presenty and furbther queried if such a condition existed, if the Negro

would have to fight then as hard to maintain hig posgition as he doses

at the present time in a capitalistic society. ! ldiscussing

the CP position regarding Negr advocated the recruitment of
more Negro women into the CP. | referrad t.o the fact that only .
one Negro woman was in attenda shant conference and commented .

that this reflected a CP weakness. :.n ‘failing to strengbhen 1tself through '

this .aegment of the pOpulatmne

requested an apelogy from the conference
to the St. Lowis area tor whe lack of Negro represantation from other
sections or areas represented at the conference. An unidentified indi-
vidual l:.kewise expressed criticism in this connection and moved that
there be an adequate number of Negro representat:wes -at all future con-
. ferences of this type, which motion was unanimously adopted

E

I:xommeni.ad that the cra.tmmm expressed regard-
' ‘J.ng CP predic’omn as to crls:us oa“ capitalism in 195k vns not Justified
in his op:.n:.ono . :

Inquwy in genpral was made abou‘b subpoenas issued by H, C Uoho
with partlcular refe; t H.CoU.A, hearing scheduled to commence
6-li=56 in St. Louis. commented how the party had approachied
this problem in her city, believed to be Denver; and stated that they
had been able to obbain the signatures of 120 oi‘ the best citizens urging
-that the element of fair.play be recognlzed by H CoU.A. in its hear:.ngo

The District #Z.L delegation left the hotel aboubt 6330 P.M.,
which was prior to the summation’of the conferences had dinner in the
Loop; left Chicago about 7230 P.M:; and arrived in Sto LQ‘U..’LS about
1515 A.M. on 5-28-5 °o

. -
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To

From :

Subjects

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

(23

Director, FBI (100-3-68)
SAC, Memphis (100-2198)

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
MEMBERSHIP

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

e

Date:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

- 6/12/56

Relet Chicago to Bureau, 5/9/56, captioned as above
reflecting information furnished on 4/28/56 by CG~582h-S*
Bureau to New York 5/25/56, captioned as above. -

The first referenced letter stated that CG-582L4-S%, who
has furnished reliable information in the past, exhibited on h/28/56

a note containing the following information:

o
_2.s.Bmeau (100-3-68) (REG, MATL) o
%m&MHmugmme§§&.loo- ) (CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP)(REG. MAIL)
1 - New York (100~ 3’CP "SOUTHERN REGIONAL COMI 1ITTEE5 REG. MAIL)
1 - New York (100~ | (REG. MAIL)
1 - New York (100- ) (REG. MATIL)
1 - Chicago (100- ) (CP, USA, MEMBE%SHIPS (REG. MAIL) be
1 - Louisville (100- ) (&P 1134 . VEMBERSHIP) (REG, MAIL) g
1 - Louisville (100~ ) . REG o MAIL) b7D
1 - Louisville (100- ') | (REG. MATL) .
1 - Memphis (100-219 (CP, USA ORGANIZATION - NATLONAL LEVEL) .
1 - Memphis (100-459)(CP ’USA ORGANIZATION - MEMPHIS DIVISION)
1 - Memphis (100-2235
1 - Memphis (100-268] :
:%*- %ggpﬁigr 1 - Memphis (100-3118)(CP BRIEF)
1z Memghls 1 - Memphis_ = +5%a
1 - Memphis o - *
WHL:ME 1 - Memphis (100-3517)
TN *

"To Kentucky, via Indiana thru thcago"

This note was signed as follows:

Attached to this note was,aﬁ envelope addressed as follows:

Inside this envelope was the following letter:

Relet

vFoLa’Southérn Reg. Com.™

?,uf) ’

d
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Letter to Director, FBI -2 - June 12, 1956

Re: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
MEMBERSHIP
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

"Deaf| |
"This will introduce a friend of yours, Ann.
"As ever, |
) . b6
"Mo‘ ].\'Io & Mn" i ‘ b7c
‘ A : 3 b7D
With regard tT_th_abegﬁ]it is believed that the initials
"F, L." are those of Was., currently serving in a :
leadership capacity in the Southern Regi : pmittee, CP, USA
and living in New York, N.Y.; that the stands for[t:::::]
Aslrecently as 6/&/56,| |who has always furnished
""reliable information in the past, orally advised SA's |
LIAM H. LAWRENCE thatl [ and wite,

now living in Owensboro, Ky., are active dues paying

- CP members; that-the[::::%:::]moved to Owensboro,v%f; fffz femphis,»
Tenn. in August, 1954 and that to the knowledge of their
re CP memberships have never been transferred to Kentucky.

|pointed out that every month since AuguSt, 1Q8Ah. throuch
, the ave mailed their CP dues to

Wa., of | [, is, didentified by
‘as the Mémphis, Tenn, OGP Chalrman. added on 6/4/5 Y
| wife of | , 1s an active dues paying CP

M, & M." undoubtedly

_member; further, tha? the initlals ° for
. ickname of |, , and ,
— ' ' -

T

With regard to the notation. "This will introduce a friend

of yours, Ann",| land who has always furnished
i i mation in the past, advised above Agents on 6/4/56 that
of New York, N.Y. and representing the Southern
. Regional Committee, CP, UéA, visited Memphis in July, 1955,

December 2 and 3, 1955, and again on March 3 and 4, 1956, each time
using the alias of "ANN", - ME-165-S feels that it is quite lTogical
thati or some other CP funtionary could logically take a -

-2 -
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Letter to Director, FBI

Re: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

MEMBERSHIP
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

ri Kentucky to look up'the

who are very close tol

although

June 13, 1956

»

and

say he has

given any indication that such a visit has transpired.

a :&szunh_jh£§§1Informants stated on" 6/4/56 that thus far,
neither or |has menti i

never

& & o
N ING N

1
)

entioned anvything a bout

the CP memberships of |

and|

. being transferred from Memphis to Kentucky.

These Informants stated that they know nothing about any

current CP transfer pollcyo
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- COMMUNIST— ARTI, HSA
 MEMBERSHIPY:. TR
h“iINTERNAL SWGURITY a,c_j;_,.

Rebulet to New York, coples all offlces dated March 28 1956

“and Bulet.to New York dated Nay 25, 1956. SN

“ﬁf | Land[;::::::::]allkwho have furnLShed
, . -reliable-information in-the past;. and .all-current active
’ members' of: thefCommunlot Partyéof‘Puerto Rico haVe adV1sed
;the fdllow1ng‘;ynvg ;fj,n AR

When the U S Internal Revenue Bureau took over the records
;of the DAILY WORKER -in" Newaork . the" PCP Central - Committee -
~ordered all records. destroyed whichwmight~implicate;aﬁy ‘ B
~PCP. member,, At the ‘same time’ they - -assigned Party names’ for
“referencé.in any. futire- recqrd.~JEachfinformant ‘belisves.
there dre records of’ dues ‘gnd " fuhds “torned inhto;-the Party’:
Junder the: Party names’ a551gned to. each actlve member. ~Bach
: flnformant has advigéd that these’ records are,maintained.at’
g rary:héadquarters. of- ithe PCP in.‘the :Lome .of]
frank ;and file PCP member, who resmdes in: Caserio -
"Tas Casas; ‘Sarturée,'.Puerto,Rico. . -The PCR.: ‘
holds weéklytmeetings ab the! residence of .
Agslocated in:a-low-¢ost, ‘housing’ deVelopmenb.~ , “CP Gentral
Committee ‘orderéed:the vecords kep t under  lock and- key and e
Jordered a’new: locki,5_ta11ed after -the. DAILY WORKER: affalr.sQ
”The PCP- Centra nmittee explalned 0 ‘the’ members . that’ the“
~residence . of is the most. secure. place for. Party
“records because there .is, always“somsone 1n the“house and_any
,stranger‘WQuld ‘be’. 1mmedlately detecteda*

The 1nd1v1dual treaSurer36of th,kthree San,JuanMSeqtlonsrof
“the 'PCP,:the only. active Sections in- ‘Puerto’ Ricag turn:-in;
‘;eekly:réports of the recelptS'from‘the Sectlons.
IPCP
~ Céntral Commlttee,-and one of .
N Qdefedants is' i

’of.Flnance on “the
“the [ san Juan SMITH ACT.
‘verall chargeoof the fihancmal Técords,

,_‘lglnformant ment;oned above 1s‘offthe;Oplnlon_thatrthe‘
"ecords. maintained :are Wi X
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[
STANDARD FORM NO. 64

| Oﬁice Memorandums « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To i DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-75) DATE:
FROM  : SAC, ATBANY (100-11067) -
SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT.NUMBER TWO
- NEGRO QUESTION ’
I8-C

Re New York letter dated 5/28/56, and Albany letter
to New York dated l/26/56.

|was contacted by SA ROBERT E. MARGISON

on June 5, 1956, and furnished the following information

orally:

The Communist Album was displayed to the
informant and he identified PEARL LAWS as the

who attended a New York State Negro Commission MeetTing

held in Ne

w York City on April 21} 1955,

A photo of ATIAN LAWS was then displayed to the

in formant

nd he made a positive identification of AIIAN

LAWS as the who attended this Negro Commission

meeting,

CC: 2-Bur
1-NY
1-NY

eau (100-3-75) (RM) - nets)
10079967 | (19) (rRM) (Ene
100-99369~AT.LAN EaAWS) (19)

1-NY (100-85936~PRART, T.AWS

1-NY (1oo~7goegj (12-16)

1-NY (100-10235 (12-16)

1-NY (100-69058- [ (20-11)

1-NY (100~70727- l_(20-11)

1-NY (100-258L0 (7-3)

1-NY ( 100-9369-TED BASSETT) (19)

1-NY (100-100237{ (19

1-NY (100- ) (UNKNOW N SUBJEGT] | (7-6)
1-NY (100-806l3-WOMEN MATTERS) (12-1I) |

1-NY_(100-26209ualliL CP) (7-2)
ggﬁgj%%oon80638—M¢ﬁBERSHIP) (12-1l)
L-NY(I00="""7"TPTa) (7-2)

14

1-NY (100-128815) (12-1L)
=AY (30092208 = |

7

9
| ; n
1-AL 100-11067-NEGRO QUESTION)

REM:PAT
(ar)

SEARCHED INDEXED).... | -
SERIALIZEL en, UL
NZ22

7

Y

/o o —&Y%
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AT, 100-11087

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100~3-75)
FROM: SAC, 4 “ANY

RE: CP, USA DISTRICT #2

NEGRO QUESTION
IS-C

A photograph of was displayed to
informant and he made a positive identification of her as the
who had attended the April 21 meeting. )

A photograph of was displayed to the
informant omptly Identified her as the individual
who was iat April 21 meeting. He stated she was

the one wWho had given the PTA report and was from Brooklyn.

& photograph of has displaved to ﬁnfgrﬁant
and she stated she definitely was not the
who attended.the April 21, 1956, meeting,

A phdbogravh of was displayed to

L)
infof%f?t and he stated she was detinitely not the 1

| who was at the April 21 m.eting,

When the infdérmant was reviewing: the photo album
he hesitated at the photo of | but finally went
on without making a statement ZTter he had reviewed entire

album his attention was again called to| | and
he said[:;;::;ffjwas probably identical with the|

who atfended the April 21 meeting. He said That Tho
photo in the alfum made appear heavier than he
realled If New York has a more suitable photo
of | |it is suggested that it be Ffurnished to
Albany Tor display to the informant.

While reviewing the Communist Album the informant
hesitated at a photo of ITED. BASSETT. He finally went on by
the picture without making a commeQE %ﬁs attention was :
. theny callegjg p%e photo of'f/b-§§5 e stated he knew
he haa seen “”-‘sggé place, but he had not identified
him as the UNSUB TED at the April 21 mecting. He noted
that TED had only appeared, and informant had only met
him, at this one meeting, He said that BASSETT
probably was unsub TED from the April 21 meeting. If New York
has additional pictures of BASSETT they should be furnished
to 4D any.




2L 100-1106%
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-75)

RE: CP, US4, DISTRICT NO. 2
NEGRO QUESTION
IS-C

While reviewing the Communist 4lbum the informant
went past the picture of B EN DAVIS without comment. His
attention was then specifically directed to the photo but
he was non-committal. The second prhoto of BEN DAVIS in the
album wherein DAVIS is wearing a leather jacket, was then
displayed and he promptly identified DAVIS as the individual

at the April 21 meeting, o
A photograph of was displayed to

the informant and he made & POSITive I1d ification of

her as being identiml with the iat the April 21

meeting.,

The eight surveillance photos were then displayed to

the informant. Certain individuals have beep numbered by
the writer., He stated that 1 was He stated

that pumber 6 had vo be | [Triasmuch as | and
| had entered the meeting together. He identified number
as being PTARL TAWS and number 7 as being ANAN LA

He identified number li as BEN DAVIS and pnumber & as |
He said number 8 must be althoug

he was making identification stricCIy Trom The woman's

build and from the fact that he believed that she was in the

group which was photographed. He said he recalled this

group standing in front of the building before the meeting

and stated he stood :gomvss the stresswaiting for them to
enter before he did,

=t

He said that number 3 was the who
attended the april 21 meeting. He couId Turnish no obher
identification of any of these UNSUBS. He said that he did
not believe that the individual marked number 9 was involved
in the meeting. He said he saw this imdividual standing in
front of the building when he first arrived and said he had
walked down to the corner to look around before he entered
the building and when he returned to the building the number
9 individual was gone, ’
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AT, 700-11067
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-75)
FROM: - SAC, ABANY

RE: CP, USL, DISTRICT #2
NEGRO QUESTION
TS-C

He stated he did not b elieve that individual
marked number 10 was at the meeting. He said while the meeting
was going on he could hear other people in the building
talking and walking around.

He stated individual marked number 12 was probably
UNA., He made this identification becauseUNA wears her hair
in the style as that worn by the woman in the photo.

These 1l photos are being returned to the
New York Office.
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70 : DIRECTOR,FBI (100-3-69) . DATE: 6/8/56
FROM 2 SAC, NEW YORK (100-806L41) (19)

SUBJECT : CP, USA ORGANIZATION

I8-C

Extreme care should be used in handling and reparting
the following information in order to protect the‘identity

of the informant. -

Re NY teletype 6/8/56.

CG 582L-8% furnished the following information to
SA JOHN E&. KEATING on 6/7/56.

TIME, TYPE AND PLACE OF MEETING

CG 582l-3% advised that the National Board of the
2?,/g2A met in CP Headquarters in the JSSS in NYC, on Thursday,
/56,

PERSONS IN ATTENDANCE

CG 582L-5% advised that the following persons were
in attendance at this meeting:

2 - Bureau (100-3-69) SRM)

3 ~ Chicago (1u0-18953) (RM)
(l-.-a) lBLI-"Ll-é) ’
(1-100-31170) (MORRIS CHILDS)
13 - Cleveland (100- ) (RM)
(1 - 100- ) (CP -~ EDUCATION)
(1 - 100- ) (CP - MEMBERSHIP)
(1 - 100- ) (CP - WmGRO QUESTION)
(1L - 100- ) (CP -~ STRAPEGY IN INDUSTRY)
(1 - 100- ) (CP -~ WOMEN'S MATTERS)
(1 - 100~ ) (CP - POLITICAL ACTIVITIES)
(1 - 100~ ) (CP ~ PAJMPHLETS AND PUBLICATIONS)
(1 - 100~ ) (CP - NATIONAL GROUPS COMMISSION)
(1 - 100~ ) (ANTHONY RRCHMAREK)
(L - 100- ) (HY LUMER)
(1 - 100- ) | (ph) )
(1 - 100~ ) [
3 - Cincinnati (100~ T (RM)

(1 - 100~ ) (CP - MEMBERSHIP)

¥ (1 - 100~ ) (CP - POLITICAL ACTIVITIES)

X COPIES CONTINUED

"¥ = New York (I00-80641) (19)

JEK:hac
(La)




LETTER TO DIRECTOR

Re: CP, USA ORGANIZATION
~ IS=C

PHIL BART;AL. BLUMBERG; MORRIS CHILDS oi Illinois;
BEN DAVIS, JR.; EUGENE DENNIS; FRED FINE, who was late for the

meeting; JOHW GATES; JAME A CH s ARTHONY KRCHMAREK; -
HY LUMGR of Ohin: for the -
meeting, T s (oh) of - b7C

Cleveland; | MAYX WEISs; of
Ohio; CARL WINTER of Michigan and LECN WOFSY,

2 - Detroit (100- ) (RM)
(1 - 100~ ) (CARL WINTER)
2 - Newarx (100~ ) (RM)
(1 - 200-297Y) |
3 - New Haven (100- ) (RM)
gl ~ 100~ , ; (CP - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS)
1 - 100~
New York (100~8L752T (CP - BRIZF) (7-5)
New York (100-8662l) (CP - INTZRNATIONAL RELA TIONS) (19)
New Yors (100-80638 (CP - MEMBERSHIP) (19)
New Yonit (100~56579) (PHIL BART) (19)
New York (100-998l) (AL BLUMB&RG) (19)
New Yerk (100-23825) (3EN DAVIS, JR) (19)
New York (100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (19)
New York (100-89816) (FRED FIN#) (19)
New Yorx (100-9365) (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) (19)
New Yorx (100~19723) (JOHN GATHES) (19)

New York (100-16785) (JAMES JACKSON ) (19)
New York (160~-23290) | (19)
New York (100-~23290) | (7-2)
New York (100-18965) (JACK JHEL) (19) -

New York (100-66211) (19)

New York (100-18673) 19)

New York (100-18672) TMEX WEISS) (19)

New York (100-5L899) (LEO: WOFSY) (7-2)

New York (66-~6989) (P & C) (7-L)

3
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LETTER T0 DIRECTOR

Re: CP, USA ORGANIZATION
IS-C

CG 582,~S%* advised that WILLIAM Z. FOSTER Yff:fff]
at thi nd the informant was told by
and| 'that WILLIAM Z. FOSTER is "pretty

much demoralized" and is staying at his residence in the
country,

AGENDA

CG 582l~5% advised that there were thres points
on the agenda for this meeting:

l. A report on the Ohio CP district.

2. A discussion of the situation in the CP, USA in
light of the 20th Congress of the CPSU and the relezse of
NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV!s report to the Executive Session, which
was released by the US State Department. Also a discussion
on a statement to be relsased on this subject by the National
Board or as a pergonal statement by EUGENE DENNIS if this
statement is adopted at this meeting,

3. A review of the latest primaries such as those
in California and Florida. ‘

The meeting broke up in a fight soon after MAX WEISS
introduced the second point on the agenda, and a propesal

for a night session was not passed. The meeting was ad journed
until 6/8/56. «

REPORT ON THE OHIO CP DISTRICT

CG 582L=8i sdvised that all four persons from Ohio,
KRCHMAREK, LUMER, and | made a portion of the
report on the Ohic district. ‘ '

Membgrshig
Prior to the first report on the Ohio distriet,

passed around two copies of a typewritten diagram showrm

the present registration of‘ the CP in Ohio.  After evepyone‘

- 3~
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LETTER TO DIRECTOR

Re: CP, USA ORGANIZATION
IS-C

G had looked at these diagrams they were returned to
Eifffﬁ The ‘diagram had a breakdown showing the comparisen
of CP registration with previous years, a breakdown by age,
by sex, by color and so forth. CG 582L~S%* was unable to mage
notes on these figures, but to the best of his recollection,
the following figures appeared on this diagram:

. In 1949 there were 750 CP members in Cleveland

and 750 CP members in Ohio outside of the c¢city of Cleveland.
At the present tHime there are 370 CP members in Cleveland
and 250 members in the vest of the state, While this totals
620, only 588 were broken down in this diagram. The diagram
showed 355 males and 220 females, which totals only 575,
There are 82 Negroes in the CP in Ohio, 83 members are in
the AFL, 125 members in the CIO and 18 in indépendent unions.
54 are in the auto industry, 49 in the steel industry and 6
in the rubber industry. (It is noted that on the previous.
day had stated that there are 60 CP members in the

steel industry in the Ohio district), ‘

CG 582l~S# advised that as well as he ¢an recall,
the following is the,age break@own on this diagram:

Age Grpup Numbgr pf Pérsons
1.8-25 ‘ L 21

Szt e

6-55 102

56-65 91

65 and cover 60

It is noted that this totals 595, stated that

the current registration in Ohio is 103 % of The registration
for the previous year, B




LETTER TO DIREGCTOR

Re: CP, USA ORGANIZATION '
Is-C

Report by ANTHONY RRCHMAREK

ANTHONY KRCHMAREK stated that the Ohio CP district
is "over the hump" compared with the last three years. He
said that there has been a steady increase in registration,
that women are more active, and that they have a tasik force
consisting of nine women who are mobilizing women and gatting
them into mass organizational work. KRCHMAREK -also stated

that the CP in Ohio is engaged in & considerable amount of
- creative activity which is concrete and not in the abstract,
They are also expanding educational and political activity.

According to KRCHMAREK, the Cleveland Smith Act
trial won a lot of gympathy for the CP. He also stated that
the court appointed counsel for the defendants, and that they
are trying to get the hrother of the late Senator ROBuRT
A. TAFT to take their case on appeal.

KRCHMAREK stated that there have been losses in
nationality groups in Ohio, partly as g result of the role
played by displaced persons. However, he said that desplte
the disclosures of the 20th Congress of the CPSU, there has
been no ¢crisis in Jewish work and they have hekrd of no
anti-Soviet speeches among Jawish groups or in gynagogues.

He said that the activity among Croatians is being increased.
He mentioned that a recent banquet for Croatians.attracted
250 people and was chaired by a non-CP member who is a member
of the Croatian Fraternal Union, He stated that this shows
new opportunities for worxing among the Croatians. ’

KRCHMAREK also reported that in Cleveland there are
two reactionary weekly Czech newspapers which are going
bankrupt and $150,000 is needed to purchage these newspapers.
He stated that this presents an opportynity to form a united
front newspaper and with it to eéxpand influence among the
Czechs. KRCHMAREXK stated that people in Cgzechoslovakia have
made the mistake of inviting children of CGzech parents in
the US to visit Czechoslovakia during the summer months,
WRCHMAREX stated that these invitations were extended through

p
...rb-.




LETTER TO DIRECTOR 2

Re; CP, USA ORGANIZATION
Is-¢c -~ '

organizations of the Left, and that an error was made in
confining the extending of the invitations to organigzations

by the Left. In concluding this part of his report, KRCHMAREK

stated that a lot of work still has to be done among the
nationality groups.

KRCHMAREK then discussed the primaries in Ohio.
He said that the vote was light since there was no contest
in most districts. He also stated that there is a fight
between Governor LAUSCHE and| | He said that the trade
unions are sitting this fight out., The Negro candidates are
mainly on the Republican ticket; however, there is one Negro
running for State Senator in Cincinnati.

Report by

geic. =8 advised that followed
KRCHMAREK. stated that despitée Red balting and the
activity of e rerormlsts, the Negweshave a lot of respect

for the CP. He said that lu% of the membership of the CP in
Ohio is Negro. He also stated that a considerable amount of
Idemlogical work is being carried on among the Negroes in
Cleveland, Cedar Center, which is a point of concentration
for work among Negroes. The Party is also contacting Negroes
in other cities in an attempt to strengthen contacts with
Negroes in industry,since these contacts are weax ab the
present time. He said that there has been an upsurge of
activities among Negro people as a result of the EiETT LOUIS
TILL case, " '

Speaking of the merger of the CIO and the AFL,
stated that a trade union Negro caucus was hastily

planned and leftist mistakes were made in this regard, Trade
union leaders urged Negroes not to participate in thig caucus,
As a result there were only 20 in attendance at the meeting.
Later, with the help of some ministers, they reconvened and
drew up a bill of particulars which contsined the idea that
Negroes must have the right to work, and that the living
conditions of the Negro must be improved.

-6 -




“' : ' ﬁ&ﬁ"’

LETTER TO DIRECTOR

Re: CP, USA ORGANIZATION ; .
I5~C <

~

In conclusionl_ stated that there is a possi-
bility of electing a NegFc Congressman, LOWES (ph), since
there is a possibility of forming a united ront coalition

with regard to his campaign. g sl
Report by

’ CG-582u~S% advised that also opened his
report with a show of optimism. He stated that there is no

crigis in the Ohio district as & result of the discussion

on the 20th Congress of the CPSU, He also stated that it is
too early to Judge reaction to the recent Hational Committes
meeting, but that thus far the membarship in Ohio agrees
with the main line as set forth in the National Committee
meeting. .

Turning to Party organization, stated that
they are thinxing about organizing the Party to correspond o
with assembly districts, and that the sections of the Party be
would be re-formed on the basis of Congressional districts. pic

They have organization instructors who leave Cleveland for
other cities over the weexend in order to teach people how
te organize in the smaller clties. :

stated that there is a District or State Committee
and g District or State Beard functioning in Ohio, In . .
addition, there is a County Committee and County Board "in
Cleveland, There are also’ some commissions in existence.

There is an Industrial Division which may be replaced with a
Trade Union Commission.

also discussed the fact that he will be leaving
the .Qhio CP district. He stated that he asked to be relieved
by the tims the District Committees for the Ohjio district

meets in August. He also stated that he does not believe

that 1t is necessary to bring in a new district chairman -
from outside of Ohio, He proposed KRCHMAREK as the District

Chairman or Distiniet Oncandzer; HY LUMER as the Exécutive
Secretary and &s' the person in charge of Negro
work,

-7 =




LETTER TO DIRECTQ®

Re: CP, USA ORGAWIZATION

Is-C

CG 582l~S% advised that at this point some persons,

particular]
release of

DAVIS, stated that they were opposed to the
HY LUMSR declined the position of fixecutive

Secretary,stating that he would prefer to do educational work
for which he is better qualified. EUGENE DENNIS discl osed

that the Administ
agreed to releage

rative Committee for the national office
because of compelling personal reasons.

It was finally agreed to sccept this decision, although  the

agreement was not unanimous. The Ohio district represéntaﬁives

also gstated that .

they do not want anyone .brought in from

the outside for a position of leadership in the district,

DEWNIS stated tha
settle the questi

t he thought that the Ohio district should
on of leadership in its district,

Rgpart by HY LUMER

( CG 582L-3% advised that HY LUMER's report dealt
with educational work. He stated that they currently have

some temporary cl
an organized scho

Concern

asses and hope to establish some type of
ol at a later date.

ing publications, LUMER stated that they

hope to revise the. Party bulletin, They are also circulating

shop papers and i
read. He algo st
that shop papers
celebration soon
"Sparik Plug."

In cone
"Political Affair
"The Worker" are

UMER stated that these papers are being
ated that the comrades in the shops agree
are very valuable. They plan to have a
in honor of the 30th anniversary of the

lusion LUMER stated that 200 copies of
s" are circulated in Ohlo; LOO copiles -of
circulated in Cleveland, The circulation

of "The Worker" outside of Cleveland is insignificant, There

are 150 subscript

lons to the "Daily Worker" in. Ohio,
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LETTER TO DIREGTOR

Re: CP USA ~ ORGANIZATION
IS=~C

Discussion on the Report on the Ohioc CP District

0G 582li-S% advised that those present at this
National Board meeting criticized the report on the Ohio
CP District as being too onewsided, It was stated that
listening to the Ohio leaders would make one think that
they do not have a crisis such as the other CP digtricts
are Yacsed with, Futhermore, they never éxplained the
phenomenon, Until they can explain it will
soow tnat they are weak on political work,

‘ JOHN GATES was very sharp in his attack on the
Ohio state leadership. He stated that perhaps the Party
ought to send other leaders to Ohio to see "mever never
land." GATES stated that moragle building speeches are not
needed in the National Board, and that it is necessary to
be selfwcritical, '

~ _ lana others Joined in this type of
criticism, MTIL JACK STACHEL stated that. even a little
progress should not be ignored. STACHEL, said, however,
that it ghould be noted that thelr progress has been small,
and that they are working mostly with individuals instead
of "clubs in industry, which is a good sign,

At this point in the discussion, DENNIS took a be
cue from STACHEL 'S remarks and, according to the informant, bie
may havs been playing polities with the following remapks,’

DENNIS sbtated that while The- Ohio District may not be Tover
the hump" in every senge of this phase, they have made. .
progress over the past 3 years, "The Cleveland Smith Ack
trial made friends and created sympathy for the CP," "ie
must encourage every bit of progress.and Perhaps we are
being too critical of the Ohio District, "

The Ohio District representatives also defended
their position, stating that it was wmfair to compare theirp
district with the Ny District, and that theywuld invesbtie .
gate the ideology of some Party members in the Ny District,
They admitted that there has been some crlfi;ifm of the .

Ohio leadership. Last week KRCHMAREK and had to go

to gincinnati to deal with gome QP member had criticized

E;:ififfj had ordered them to bping about the defeat -
ongres:s ho is on the House Committee on Mhe-American

Activities, Istated that they "wyiped the floor with him""

-9 - ‘ - S
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LETTER TO DIREGTOR
Re: CP USA -~ ORGANIZATION
IS~C

for making such an impossible demand, As a result |
had to admit that he had been in error in making this
demand, ‘

CG 582L-S% commented that most of those present

at this meeting were not satisfied with the report o
Ohio District, and that all except EUGENE DENNIS and
g;;%;.

Joined in the criticism that the report was to

Discussion of the Situation in the QP in iight of the
20th Congress of the CPSU and the Release of NIKITA
KHRUSHCHEV 'S Report to the Executbive Sesgion

CG 582L~8:% advised that MAX WEISS opened the
discussion on the 2nd point of the agenda with the intro-
duction of the following draft statement concerning the
releage by the US State Department of the speech of NIKITA
%ﬁSUSHCHEV to the Executive Session of the 20th Congress of

e CPSU:

"The publication by the State Department
of the text of XK rushchev's speech to a closed
segslon of the 20th Congress of the CPSU has
given a fresh impetus to the already wide~spread
discugsions in our cowntry about the changes
taking place in the Soviet Thion.

"The tendency of these discussions, in
fact, prompted the gtate Department to make
this text public for, regardless of ideologi-
cal differences with Communism, the people of
our comtry are beginning to see ever more
clearly that vast changes are taking place
with the Soviet Thion, They greet these
changes, 4nd the State Department is glarmed.,
It would like our people to believe that nothing
has changed in the Soviet Unione, Only in thig
way does i1t see any hope for keeping alive the
disintegrating remants of the cold war,

"But as had often been noted, the State
Department continues to live in an mreal world.
The real world of nations and peoples anxious
for peaceful coexistence welcomes the determine
ation expressed in Khrushghevis speed to end a

- 18-
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LETTER TO DIRECTOR

Re:

CP USA ~ ORGANIZATION
IS~C

"period of Soviet life in which the noble and
lofty aspirations of Socialism were distorted
by brutalities and injustices, It is this
determination to make impossible a repetition
of the crimes againgt individuals, groups, and
nations which took place during the Stalin era
which increasingly impresses the American
people, It is beginning to evoke an expecte
ant and sympathetic attitude among larger
sections of the American people to every pove
by the Soviet leaders to implement this deterw
mingtion,

"The growth of this mood among the
dmerican people is what puts the State
Department in a cold sweat. It was in the
vain hope of checking this mood that the
State Department published Khrushchev!s
speech to the closed session of the 20th
Congress, : '

. "The State Department wants the Amere
ican people to believe that the tragedies,
crimes and injustices which took place during
the Stalin era are evils which arve inherent
in gocialism, But it is absurd to think that
the Cadillac Cabinet or its State Department
i1s oppased to Sociglism becaiigse of this, even
if it were true ~ which it is not, Francols
crimes against the Spanish people does not _
prevent the State Department from extolling
the 'merits of Fascist Spaine! The wspeakw
able corruption, degeneracy and rottenness of
Chiang Kal Shek does not seem to bother the
State Department, :

-~ 11 -
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"The Cadillac CGabinet and its State
Department hafe the Soviet Union for a diff-
erent reason, They hate it because wmnder
Socialism there is no production for profit, -
because the factories, mines and mills, are
taking away from the millionaires and owned
collectively by the people, Socialism
abolishes the profit system and exploitation,
That is the iInherent evil! of Socialism whick
makes them hate it,

"The crimes against innocent people
perpetrated under Stalints leadership are,
in fact, alien to Soclalism, They interfered
with the full development of Socialism, with
1ts most rapid progress, That is why the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union is acting
resolutely to put a stop to them, t56 inaughr-
ate changes which will make them forever impos g~
ible within the future, Socialigm requires an
ever-expanding democracy, the growth of human
freedom and personal liberties, the developmer t
of conditions which ultimately eliminate altogether
the need for the use of force in the relations
between people, ‘

"We Communists know this, We have been
and will continue to be the proud supporters
of gocialigm in every combtry In which it exists,
We have fought and we will continue to fight
againgt the efforts of big business to calumnilate
dnd vérify the Socialist countries, We are
not and never will be neutral in our attitude
to any comtry in which the people are building
Sociallsm, Our patriptism is deepened by our
intermationglism.

"That is why we, above all, are profoundly
disturbed by the revelations which began to be

- 12 -~
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CP USA ~ ORGAN IZATION
IS-C

"made at the 20th Congress and are contained
in Ehrushchev!s speech, The abhorn&it brue~
talities listed by Khrushchev as taking place
over a span of 20 years hauwmnt, the conscience
of all adherents of Socialigm.

"A basic gnalysis of how such pervere
siong of Socialist democracy and justicer were
permitted to develop and continue unchecked
for so long must still be made by the leaderw-
ship of the CPSU, Ehvuéljthev's speech makes
only a beginning in fulfilling .- this respon-
sibility toward the Soviet people and to the
supporters of Socialisms throughout the
world, .

""But our own Communigt Party also has
some serious conclusions to draw from these
revelations, For we are responsible to the
working class and people of our own country.
And to them we say frankly and gelfw-critically
that we blindly justified certain foreign and
domestic policles of the Soviet Union which are
now shown to have been wrong and harmful to -
the cause of Socialism, OQur mistakes on thisg
score weakened our fight to advance the cause
of Socliilism in our own comiry. It interfered
with our gbility %o more effectively rally
wide masgses for a policy of friendship and
cooperation with the Soviet Union, "a policy
which is called for by the best national
interests of our own cowmtry, ’

"Our responsibility, which we began to
discugs at our last Nationgl Committee meeting
1s to rerexamine our previoUsly ovepr~simplified
concept of the relations which should exist
between the Marxists of vapious cowmtries,
including the Socialist comtries,




LETTER TO DIRECTOR

Re: CP USA ~ ORGAWIZATION
IS-C

"This re-examination will strengthen the
ability of our Party to advance the struggles
of the American peopie for economic security,
democratic freedoms, civil kights, a democratic
foreign policy, and the building of a mags
party of Socialism in our comtbry,!

Remarks by MAX WEISS

WEISS stated that he would nobt go into all the
implications of the State Department document. He stated
that KHRUSHCHEV'S speech was for Party members, and that
the CPSU could not destroy the STALIN cult without this
type of speech. He said that the publication of KHRUSHCHEV!S
speech will Eave an emotional impact on CP members everywhere,

especiglly within the US,

WEISS then criticized an editorial in the 6/7/56
issue of the "Daily Worker," stating that it is an apology
for the existence of the 0P, He said that we cannot be
judged only on the poldey of the Soviet Thion. We have to
be judged by the policies we pf®pose for the American people.
WEISS stated that we must handle problems in a way so that .
we do not cringe and create a situation where we are putting
Party people on the defense. Concerning the printing of the
entire State Department text of the speech of NIKITA KHRU~
SHCHEV *in the 6/10/56 issue of "The Worker," WEISS stated
that it is correct to print abstracts of KHRUSHCHEV!S speech,
but that it is not correct to print the full State Department
text., WEISS stated that the Party should acknowledge that
it was forced to print some of KHRUSHCHEV!S speech as
released by the State Department, but that it was wrong to
rub salt in the wounds by printing the full text.

: WEISS also stated that it should be kept in
mind that the US Government may have a plan to disclose or
release other documents, and that the text of KHRUSHCHEV?S
speech may be followed by other releases by the State

Department,

- 14 -
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Re: CP USA -~ ORGANIZATION
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WEISS said that the CP must be more dignified
and deal with things as they arise without at all times
publishing the gory details,

Digcussion Concerning a Letter Written by| |
Digtrict Organizer of Connecticut, to the Chinese
Government

At _thi oint WEISS questioned the advisability
of publishing letter to the Chinese Government
asking for fréedom ror an American girman whom the Chinese
are holding, WEISS asked what business it is of a District
Organizer to meddle in such affairs and embarrass another
Socialist cowntry, -

WEISS stated th ven the editorials in the

"Daily Worker" concerning went too far in that they
were an gttempt to tell a Socialist gove what 1%
should do. He then asked who had given |permission
' to do such a thing, stating that it was all wrong for
I:_slto have done thiga. ¥ JOHN GATES replied that he
ad given permission to WEISS told GATES that he
was just as damn wrong as and that this was not
gomething that an individd d grant aythority for,

CG 582li~33 stated that the fight got hot at this
point with everyone talking at once. CARL WINTER stated that
as a member of the National Gommittee that he did not want
people granting authority to do things in his name without
consulting him. Everybody shouted that more time wag needed
to fully discuss this matter. MAX WEISS stated that he had
another engagement and could not possibly stay for an evening
session. CARL WINTER stated that since he came in from
Detroit he felt that more time should be spent in discussing
the 20th Congress of the CPSU and the situation inside the
Party while he is in NY, 4 proposal that an evening session
be held wasd voted dowm, A proposal by EUGENE DENNIS that
the session rwm to 7:30 P,M, was also voted dowm, and it was
Tinally decided to gontinue the discussion on Friday, 6/8/56,
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LETTER TO DIRECTOR

Re: CP USA -~ ORGANIZATION
IS~C

Just before the gession concluded JOHN GATES was
asked whether the presses could be stopped so that the full
text of the State Department!s release on the speech of
NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV would not be printed in the 6/10/56 issue
of "The Worker." GATES stated that since an annownecement
‘had been made in the "Daily Worker" that it would be printed,
it would do more harm now if the speech was not printed in
"The Worker," He asked what the membership of the CP would
think if this were done, Mngwering his own question, he
stated that they would think that the national leadership is
a bunch of fools,

Comments of GG 582l~S%

CG 582li-8% asked JOHN GATES if he had been shown

material containing quotations from the speech of NIKITA
KHRUSHCHEV to the Executive Session of the 20th Congresgss to
the CPSU which i1s: in the possession of EUGENE DENNIS. GATES
stated that he had not seen this material. On the basgis of
GATES! reply, CG 582L-8+ is of the opinion that EUGENE DENNIS
has not shown this material %o very many, if any, of the ¢P
leaders, since it could be assumed that he would show it .+to
GATES if he showed it to anyone, .

GATES did say that the CP knows that the release

by the US State Department is exact, otherwise the Soviet
Uhion would have denied that it ig authentic,
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: {o— Q?-S{@

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3=69)
FROM: SAG, CHICAGO (100-18953)
SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
ORGANIZATION
IS - C
Exbrome care should be used in handling
and reportling the following information in order
to protect the identity of the informant,
Registered ‘ ‘

2 = Bureau

2 - Albany (Registered)
(1 - 100- )(GP - Opganization)
(1 - 100~ ){CP - Membership)

2 = Aglanta (Registered) :
(1 = 100= )(CP - Organization)
(1 - 100- ){(CP ~ Membership)

l} = Buffalo (Registered)
(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization)
(1L = 100~ ){CP ~ Membership)
(1 -~ 100~ )(CP -~ Strategy
(1 - 100~ ) (Cominfil, USWA)

2 -~ Charlotte (Registered)
(1 = 100= %(CP - Organization)
(1L = 100= )(CP - Membership)

2 - Cincinnati (Registered) :
(1 - 100~ ){CP - Organization)
(1L = 100~ )(CP -~ Membership)

2 - Cleveland (Registered).
(1 = 100- ?(CP - Opganization)
(1L - 100- - ){CP - Membership)

2 = Ddllas (Registered) ,
(1 - 100- )(GP - Organization)
(1 - 100- ){(CP - Membership)

3 = Detroit (Registered) '
(1 = 100- ){CP - Organization)
(1 = 100-16906)(CP - Membership)
(1 = 100-13420) (CARL WINTER)

2 = E1 Paso {(Registered)
(1 - 100= ) (CP = Organization)
(1 =« 100= J(CP = Membership) '’

2 - Houston (Registered)
(1 - 100= )(CP = Organization)
(1 = 100- )(CP - Membership)

(Cont., page la)

o
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SEARCHED

INDEXED A
AC cori jot .’/
195

e NERY s
}az/b




s

7

DIRECTOR, FBI RE: CP, USA -~ ORGANIZATION

IS - C
(Cont ) :
1 - Knoxville éReglstered)
(100~ )(CP_- Membership)
2 - Los Angeles (Re§istered)

(1 - 100~ (CP = Organization)
(1 - 100= )(CP - Membership)
2 - Miami (Registered)
(1 - 100= )(CP - Organization)
(1 - 100~ ) (CP - Membership)
3 = Newark (Registered)
(1 = 100= ) (CP - Organization) .
(1 = 100- ) (CP = M p)

2 -« New Orleans stered)
(1 = 100~ (CP - Organization)
(1 - 100- )(CP - Membership)
- New York (Registered)
(1 - 100-806511) (CP - Organization) (#19)
(1 = 100=7560) (CP « Fund) (#19) - . . _
(1 = 100-806110) (CP - Negro Question) (#19)
(1 = 100=8l338)(CP Security Measures) (#19)
(1 - 100-81675)(CP - Pamphlets and Publications) (#19)
e - {1 - 100-79717) (CP - Political Activities) (#19).
L {1 = 100-89691) (CP - Domestie Administyration Issues)(#l9)
~ (1 « 100-8662l;) (CP - International Relations) (#19
(L = 100=89590) (CP - Strategy in Industry)(#l9)
Ay 100%@0638)(GP = Membership) (#19) .
17=7100=25 OB)(CP - District ;2) .
(1 - 97= 169)\Publlshers New Press)

(l - lOO=297%R
B

1 § 8 3 8 ¢ 8

(1 - 100- Y (Cominfil, ILWU)
(1 = 100-841935) (Cominril, Railroad Industry):
o (1 ="100- )(Gomlnflls NAACP) . '
{1 - 100w ) (Cominfil,- International Brotherhoed of

. . Peamsters, hauffeursg‘Waréhousemens and
-, Helpers of America)

(L - WQO="6579)§DHIL BART)

(1 = 100~9984) (AL BLUMBERG)

(1 - 100=23825)»BEN DAVIS, JR.)

(1 = 1p0-8057) ])
(1 - 100»1108@0)
(1 = 100-89816) (FRED FINE)

’\v

(1 = 100=19723) (JOHN GATES) ~
(1 - 100»50983) |
(1 = 100=64755) [ NERES
(1 = 100-23290) S~
(1 - 100-28609) \»4;:\\\\
(Cont. page 1b) h “‘T”\\
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE: CP, UgA - ORGANIZATION
IS -
(Cont,)
(1 -~ 100-9573) (NEMMY SPARKS)
(1 - 100~-18065) (JACK STACHEL)
(1 = 100=50090)
(1 = 100~66211)
(1 - 100-20649) (ED_STRONG
(1 = 100~23290
(1 - 100-18672
(1 = 100=-511899) (LEON WOFSY;
(1 = 100-81752) (CP - Brier
(1 - 100- ) (CP - Line)
2 - Norfolk (Reglstered)
(1 = 100~ ) (CP - Organization)
(1 - 100- )(CP - Membership)
3 = Philadelphia (Registered)
(1 = 100- )%CP - Organization)

(L = 100= )(CP - Membership)
(1 - 100-7800) (ED STRONG)
2 - Pittsburgh (Registered)

(L = 100~ ) (CP -~ Organization)
(1 - 100= ) (CP = Membership)
2 - Richmond (Registered)
(1 - 100~ )(CP - Organization)
(1 - 100~ )(CP - Membership)
2 = San Antonio (Registered)
(1L - 100= (CP - Organization)
(1 - 100- ) (CP ~ Membership)
2 - San Diego (Registered)
(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization)
(1 = 100= )(CP ~ Membership)
5 - San Franeisco (Registered L.
v (1 - 100~ g(GP - Opganization)
~ (1 - 100- EGP - Memberghip) -
(1 = 100~ ) (Cominfil, ILWU)-
(1 = 100~ ) (LOUISE TODD LAMBERT)
(1 = 100- ) (WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN)
2 ~ Savannah (Registered) .
(1 = 100~ J(CP - Organization)
(1 - 100~ )(CP -~ Membership)
5 - Chicage -

(1 - A)13L=}6)
(1 = 100=3l170) (MORRIS CHILDS)
(1 = 100-198L1) (MAX WEISS)

(1 - 6I-867)(CLAUDE MACK LIGHTFOOT)
Cif”/%ﬁKgMKR

97)
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE: CP, USA - ORGANIZATION
IS -« C

Re New York tel captioned, "CP, USA - ORGANIZATION;
CINAL" dated June 25, 1956. This tel conbained a summary of
information concerning the proceedings on the third and last
day of sessions of the three day meeting of the National
Committee of the CP, USA which was held in the Jefferson
Sehool of Secial Science, New York City, from Junme 22 through
Jun.e 2, 1956, ‘ ’

The following constitubes the details of the pro-
ceedings of this third day of the meeting as furnished by
C& 582l~S% to SA JOHN E., KEATING on June 2lj, 1956:

Pe?sohs in Attendance

CG 582L=S% advised that the following persons were
in attendance at the session held on Sunday, June 2, 1956

PHII. BART

AL BLUMBERG
MORRIS CHILDS
BEN DAVIS, JR.
EUGENE DENNTS

FRED FINE
JOHN GATES

CLAUDE LIGHTEQQT
jmmileRMAN
WILLIAN SCHNELD

Se—

CARL: WINTER
LEON WOFSY

Informant advised that ED STRONG was the Chairman .
of the Sunday session.

-2 =
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Statement of the National Cemmittee

of the CP, USA

It will be recallbpd that at the Saturday, June 23,
1956 session of this National Committee meeting, there was a
sharp .. debate concerning what should be contained in a
statement to be issued by the CP, USA in regard to the speech
by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV to the Executive Session of the 20th
Congress of the CP, SU, A committee of four consisting of
JOHN GATES, WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, MAX WEISS, and CARL WINTER
had been appointed on June 23 to prepare a compromise statement’
and have it ready prior to the session of Sunday, June 2l, 1956,
' This committee of four brought in a compromise
statement and stated that this statement had the unanimous
consent of this committee of four. A few copies of this state-
ment were passed around at this meebting and the committee of

. four announced that if this statement was adopbed at this

meebing it should be adopted prior to 3¢00 p.m. so that it
could be released to the press.

Since the statement was an obwvious compromise, except
for a few changes by EUGENE DENNIS in bthe choice of words, no
other changes were suggested and this National Committe
meeting adopted this statement unanimously, .

CG 582L1=8% had learned that CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT had told
EUGENE DENNIS, in a private conversation, that DENNIS should
%ive in a 1little on his previous stand against eriticism of
ussia,

The following is the complete text of this statement
which was released to the press and will be circulated among
the membership of the CP, USA for the purpose of showing that
Ehe leadership of the Parbty is not split on policy toward

ussias ¢

N
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE: CPp, USA - ORGANIZATION
: Is - '

"MONDAY AM, JUNE 25, 1956

"STATEMENT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES

"Adopted at its regular meebing in New York City
on June 2lith, 195

ooy

"The publication of the State Departmentts text of
Khrushchev'!s speech to a closed session of the 20th
Congress of the CPSU has given a fresh impetus to the
already widespread discussions in our country about the
changes taking place in the Soviet Union.

"The State Department would like Americans to
believe that nothing has changed in the Soviet Union,
It hopes to cancel out the positive impact of the 20th
Congress, which registered, among other things, a new
relationship of world forces, opening up for the first
ftime in history, the real prospect for a lasting peace.
It hopes in this way bto keep alive the disintegrating
remnants of the cold war.

"Howeverg the people of our country who desire
peaceful coexistence cannot but welcome the actions taken
by the Soviet government since Stalin's death as well as
the determination expressed in Khrushchev's speech to end
the brutalities and injustices which married a period
of Soviet life,

"The State Department wants the American people to
believe that the tragedies, crimes and injustices which
took place during the Stalin era are evils which are
inherent in socialism.

"But the erimes against innocent peoplé perpetrated
under Stalin's leadership are, in fact, alien to socialism.
They were an intolerable hindrance to the advance of
soclalism, Socialism is dedicated to the liberation of
mankind from soecial injustice and %o releasing the full
capacities for the flowering of humanity, It requires

-l -




DIRECTOR, FBI ) RE: CP, UgA = ORGANIZATION
' Is - _

an ever-expanding democracy, the growth of human
freedom and personal libertlies, the development of
conditions which will ultimately eliminate altogether
the use of force in the relations between people.

"We have been and will continue to be the proud
supporters of socialism everywhere. We have fought and
will continue to fight against the efforts of big
business to calumniate and vilify the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries.

"We Communists kmow that socialism must eradicate
the inhumenity of capitalist society. That is why we, - ,
above all, are deeply shocked by the revelations contained
in Khrushchev®!s spsech.

“In our opinion this speech should have been made
public by the CPSU itself, We do not share the view that
the questions dealt with, no matter how painful and
abhorrent, are exclusively the internal affair of the
CPSU, The role which the Soviet Union has played in
world affairs for the last 10 years, ' and the defense of
its soclalist achievements by workers in the US and other
countries have made these matters public issues everywhere,

"A basic analysis of how such perversions of
socialist democracy, justiece and internationalism were
permitted to develop and continue unchecked for twenty
Yyears must still be made by the leadership of the CPSU.

It needs also to be made by Marxists everywhere., -
Krushchev®s conbribution to the exposure of mistakes and
to the process of correction now going on, makes only
a beginning in this direction. :

"We cannot accept an anlysis of such profound
mistakes which attribubes them solely to the caprieious
aberrations of a single individual, no matter how much
arbibtrary power he was wrongly permitted to usurp. It ,
- is just as wrong to aseribe all the mistakes and violations
of soecialist principle to a single individual as it was
to aseribe to him all the achievements and grandeur of
socialist progress in the USSR,

=5 =
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"In our opinion the mistakes made were primarily
a result of wrong policies and concepts arising in part
out of the fact that the Soviet Union was the ploneering
land of socialism and was surrounded for decades by a
hostile eapitalist world, Some of these policles and
concepts have already been repudiated. But the historiec
objective factors associated with these errors need to
be more fully assessed, Also required is a further and
deeper examination of such questions as the structure
and operation of socialish democracy in the Soviet Union
and other soclalist countries as well as of the new
problems and perspectives arising as the workers of
other lands move toward Seeimlism. This will illuminate
the source of past errors and help avoid fubure ones.

"We are deeply disturbed by facks revealed in infop-
mation coming from Poland that organs and media of
Jewish culture were summarlly dissolved and a number of
their leaders executed. This is contrary to the Soviet
Union'’s historic contributions on the Jewiszh que stion,.
Khrushchev!s failures to deal with these oubtrages, and
the continuing silence of Soviet leaders, requires an
explanation.,

"The Commmumnist Party of the US has some serious
conclusions to draw from all this. For we ave responsible
to the working class and people of our own country.

And to them we admit frankly that we uncritically justi=
fied many foreign and domestie policies of the Soviet
Union which are now shown to be wrong. ~

"We have begun to reexamine our previously over-
simplified and wrong concept of the relations which
should exist between the Marxists of various countries,
including the socialist countries., These relations must
be based on the principles of serving the best national
interests of each people and the common interests of all
brogressive humanity; of the equality of parties; of the
right and duty of the Marxists of all countries to engage
in friendly criticism of the theory or practice of the
Marxists of amy country, whenever they feel this is
necessary. Far from weakening, this will strengthen
international working class sollidarity. This new approach

was reflected in the DW as early as last March as well
- as in the position adopted by the natiopal Committee
at the end of April, ‘

- 6 =
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"our stand is rooted in the primary conecern of
our Party for the present and future welfare of the
American people. As an independent Marxist party of
American workers dedicated to socialism, we seek to add
our influence to ensuring friendship of peoples and
world peace., We shall conbinue to work for greater
economic securibty, democracy, and civil rights in our
own country, and for unity with all socialist-minded
groups to attain socialism by constibutional, peaceful
means, expressing tlie free choiee of the majority of the
American people. "

Report on Organizati g
Organizational of the
New York CP Distric

. Informant advised that a report on the status of
the Bar jzation in the New York Distriet was delivered

by Organizational of the New York CP
District. This report was to Lv—a—parv—cf the general dis-
cussion on Party organization at this meeting. f:%:::::btated
that there is a question which continually appears at all

Party meetings in the New York District. He stated that the
membership is asking whether or not it is necessary to make

such an agonizing reappraisal of our Party., The membership is
also asking if we would be making this reappraisal if it had

not been for the issues raised by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV in his speech
to the Executive Session of the 20th Congress of the CP, SU,

Fs angwer to these questions was that we would
be making such a reappraisal., He said that such a reappraisal

had never been held, Explaining this, stated that
there is a changed situation in the United States which was
favorable to the CP, Despite this fact, the isolation of the
Party from the masses continues. Commenting on those things
which are favorable to the Party in the United States, he
mentioned the following:

-would be necessary even if the 20th Coniress of the CP, SU

The defeat of Me Carthyism.

The united labor movement.

-7 -
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, The holding of the Geneva Conference, and what
he called the growing moods of struggle on the part of the
working class. '

stated that he would discuss the following
propositions In his report:

Where is the Communist Party in the United
States today?

What is the ?osition of the masses in the United
States today?

How do the masses view the CP%

Did the 20th Congress of the CP, SU add to the
moral erisis of the CP%

Has the constant change in the national leadership
of the CP, USA added to this crisis?

Is the Party disinbegrabing?
Is there no hope for the CP in the United States?

With regard to the last question@‘[:::::]stated that
in his opinion the CP is not disintegrating and that- there is
Still some hope for the CP in the United States. He stated that
the Party still has positions of influence in the trade union
movement and in the people’s movement.

[:::::::]eommants on registration

and dues in the New York CP Digtriech

next went into a discussion of the registration
and explained that the Parbty registration for 1956 is really a
bwo year registration since the New York District -did not have

a registration in 195l for the year 1955, He stated that two-
thirds of the membership of the CGP in the New York District

were lost during the last ten years. | | th
Lollowing fienras which were later disputed by

of the New York CP Distriect?

-8 -
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plaimed that in 1916 the New York CP

District had 30,000 members but by 1950 this membership figure
had dropped to 2l1,000, He did not give the current. registration
figures for the New York Distriet until the conclusion of his
remarks but he did say that 88 per cent of the membership in

the New York District has been registered.

According %o one-third of the membership of
the New York Distriet also belong to industrial organizations.
He stated that one-third of the membership attends meetings
regularly. One-third or less of the membership carries on
sustained activity. He then commented that the Party is
getting older because two-thirds of the Party membership in
New York 1s now at least LO years of age.

stated that dues payments can be considered

as being fair to good, He said that during 1955 the New York
District had an 85 per cent dues pgyment, For the first five
months of 1956, the dues payments are averaging 62 per eent.

He expects, however, that there will be a drop in the

percentage of dues payments until the next registration in :
the fall of 1956 since the 62 per cent represents dues collected
during the reglstration which began during the latter part of
1955 and carried over into the first part of 1956.

, [::::::}s comments on the reasouns

for losses in membership

) asked why there has been such a loss of Party
membership., He said that these losses are due to objective
conditions. He said that there have been many attacks not only
on the Party itself bubt also on individual- Party members. He
said that this stands out a e most important reason for
losses in membership. [j%::f:fﬁhen stated that many former
Party members are friendly toward the Party but refuse to
formally join the Party at this time. Many of these people
are working in trade unions and other mass organizations.

He urged that these former members be kept in mind. He stated
that the Party should not lose contact with them.

then went on to explain that there were some
mistakes which contributed to the losses and to the status of
organization in the New York District. He stated that one of

-9 -
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the main errors was that of seetarisnism and adventurism
particularly in the electrical industry and in the Negro
field and in the mass movementis.

[:;::::;hhen stated that many hundreds of members
in the New York District were unjustly expelled from the Party
and that this greatly contributed to the loss in membership.
He then gave an example to show what he meant by adventurism
in the Party program. He stated that in 1951 the New York
District had a club aetive in the Longshoremen's Union and
that this club was very active. Despite the activity, this
club had no deep roots on the docks since they were new to
this type of work. The Party involved this group in some
dramatic fights and before the Party could do anything sbout
it every single member was lost to the Party either because
they were fired from their jobs or were expelled from the
union.

went on to explain that the same adventurism
characterized Party activity in the Brewery, Teamsters, and
Transport Workers Unions although the Party was able to

organizations where they are now doing some good work,
sald that as a result of this advenburism many Party mem ers,
who should be in industrial organizations, are in community
organizations since they do not trust the industrial organi-
zations of the CP, They expect that if they were in an
industrial organization they would be pushed inbto some ad-
venturism and, as a result, would either lose their jobs or .
their standing in the union, On the other hand, they can work
quietly in a communiby organizabtion and eliminsks these fears.,

save some of its members by transferring them to communi%f )

With }egard to losses of membership from expulsions,

stated that the CP incorrectly estimated the Fascist

danger. 4As a result of this incorrect estimate, for security
reasons, the New York Pistrict dropped a few thousand members
who were considered untrustworthy and not strong enough to
withstand repression. Concerning losses of the Negro member-
shipgl |Istated that these losses were due chiefly to
left sectarianism. He stated that in every Negro community
we put the Negro comrades into left field and isolated them
from the Party and from the mass organizations of the

e 10 =
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community. We also put them into left cenbers where they
were further isolated. Next sbated that the gross
distortions in the fight against white chauvinism also
helped to lose Negro members. He asked what Negro member
would want to join a Party which was considered to be full
of white e¢hauvinists. He stated that the Negro gained the
impression that the Party was composed of many white
chauvinists in view of our excesses in the fight against
this deviation.

Current Activities in the b7C
New York CP District

asked what has happened to the remaining
membership in the New York District. He said that since the
Party's draft resolution of 3% years ago the New York Districth
of the CP has been anchoring its membership in the mass
organizations, the trade unions, and the basic industries.

He stated that in the New York District one-third of the
membership in the communiby organizations now function through
right led mass organizations of the people. He said that they
have many united front relationships. It was this anchoring
of the Party in the right led organizabtions plus the United

F Program which has speeded the fight against reaction.
also stated that the Party has a new concept of Negro-
white unity. He said that when the United Stabtes Supreme
Court handed down its decision with regard to desegregation,
the CP, through a series of united front mass meetings and
other organized events in many areas and cities, was able to
rally thousands of people and was also able to involve
officials of large organizations and officials of some cities
in support of this desegregation order.

then talked about the building of the National
Association Tor the Advancement of Colored Peoplp. He stated
that the New York Distriect of the Party has obtained some
excellent results with regard to the NAACP., He stated thab

there is a Negro leader in the food industry who he characterized
as having been at one time active in a left center. He stated
that this person,by himself, recruited 500 people inbto the

NAAGP, hen cited some examples of experiences in the
field of political aetion as a result of the Party's work

within mass organizations. He stated that the Party has

‘influence in the Typographical Union and as a result, was

able to get this union to participate in two Congressional

- 11 =
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campaigns wh lted in the defeat of the reactionary

candidates., tff:fffjstated that the Party has also strengthened

itself as a result of correcting its sectarian approach

concerning lsrael and attributed this correction to the

fact that the Party membership is now working in mass organi-

zations. He stated that the Party would never have arrived

at a correct policy with regard to Israel if it had not been

for the fact that Party members working in mass organizations,
were able to bding pressure upon the Party which resulted

in corrected policy., In other words, members working in

mass organizations have been able %o get the Party to adopt

a correct poliey,

Turning his attenbtion to trade union39| stated
that in the trade unions the CP is winning back some influence

which 1t had lost as a result of the fact that Party members
were expelled from unions when the "left" lost control. He -
stated that Party members are now working through regplar
trade union machinery and that they are sinking their roots
and expanding the Party's influence in trade unions.

" He stated that the Party is developing a new and
rising cadre and that this cadre knows how to woirk among the
masses in a manner which will bring prestigs " not only to .
themselves but also to the Party., He stated that- the main

emphasis is being placed on workers in industry.. There is not a |

concentration in the old sense of the word nor is +there an
emphasis on shop papers. Citing examples, he stated that the
Party!s work in the railroad and Longshoremen®s Unions are
the best examples of the current work being done:by the New
York District in industry. He sbated that in the past the
Party had made a lot of noise in the Longshoremen®’s Union .
and in the railroad unions but that the Party's aetivibty was
primarily limited to the issuing of bulletins-and that the
Party organization among- rallroad workers and Longshoremen
was practically non-existent, This situation has been changed,
He said that the New York Districh now has good organization
in both of these industries. He stated that the CP in New
York has 35 people actively organized in the Longshoremen“s
industry. It has 30 people active in the Teamsters Union-and
70 people active in the railroad industry.
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He stated that the New York Districtts activity
in the steel industry is primarily centered in the
Buffalo area and that there are 3l Communists active in steel
in that area. He also stated that the Partyts activity
in the electrical industry is also centered in upstate New.
York; however, he did not have any current figures on the
number of members in the Distriet who are active in the
electrical industry., He stated that the new tyge of work in
industry has had some affeect on rebuilding the Yarty, He stated
that some oldtimers have been activized by the injeetion of new
blood into distriets and organizations of the Party., .

Turning his attention briefly to Buffalo, he stated
that a new cadre has been introduced into the Party in Buffalo.
As a result of this, there has been a phenomenal rise in the
mass work of the comrades in that eity.

[:;:;:;]said that the pblicy of shifting members to
industry and Info mass organizations is paying off, He said

that we need to have patience with and confidence in CP ‘
members who are active in industry. He also stated that at
the end of the summer the New York CP District plans to shift
over 1,000 additional members from community organizations
into industrial organigzations.

: étatedg howevér, that he had to .say that there
are still some small pockebts Qf resistance in the- Party against
going inbo industries and into mass organizations., - Some Party

. members are still questioning the liquidation of the. left

.genters, Other Papty members are also charging the District
leadership with giving up the American Labor Party. He said
that other old Party members are sitting it out and are waiting
o see what will happen. ‘ ' )

E;::;:]Vs comments on organizationg
unds, and the status of the
"Daily Worker" ' ~

said that in the past we gave exaggerated
objectives To the various organizations of the Party. Many
times these objectives were beyond the capacity of these
organizations. The result of this was discouragement. As an
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example of this, he cited the recent struggle for civil A

rights. He said that when the Party was discussing the march

on Washington it made the statement that thousands of people

would be mobilized for the brip of the NAACP to Washington.

Agcording to even 88 bthese statements were being

made it was obvious that thousands could not be mobilized for

such a trip. As a result, when numbers far short of this

were acbually mobilized, it had a very discouraging sffect

upon Party members.

In regard to finances, he said that we also give
the Party membership tasks well beyond their capabilities.
He then went into a discussion of the financial situabion.
He said that we need drastic changes of financial poliey within
the CP. According to only 50 per cent of the goal
has been raised during the Iinancial drive of the New York
District. He said that if they bry to maintain the contemplated
budget that the Party will be in bankruptey in the New York
District in a short time., Besause of this, the New York
District is undertaking serious cuts in personnel, At the
present time there are 29 full time Partyemployees in the New
York District., The plan is to reduce this number from 29 to
16, They want to have four full time people operating on a Dis=-
tricﬁ level and two full time people working in each county in
the “ew York City area. He said that 75 per cent of the
budget of the New York Digtrict is eaten up by administrative
costs such as wages, the "Daily Worker", and defense expenses.

n. The blggest problem of all, according to[:::;::]
is the '"Daily Worker." He said that the "Daily Worker" is a

most invaluable instrument in the current discussions in the
CP, This is true because the paper can be shown to persons
outside of the Party ranks., He stated, however, that it is
necesgsary for the Party to make an analysis of the "Daily
Worker" and deecide whether or not the paper can be maintained.
He suggested that after the Party's National Convention that
the National leadership consider the abandoning of the "Daily
Worker" and the bringing forth of a new weekly paper. He said
that it would be much better to have a weekly paper with a
circulation of 60,000 or 70,000 than to have a daily paper
which nob only has a fraction of this circulation but is also

a tremendous burden upon the. Parbty.
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gain discussed exaggerated goals and the fact
that these exaggerated goals are stumbling blocks to Party
progress, He also stated that there are other sbtumbling
blocks in the Party and mentioned the lack of review on
policy questions such as the economic situation, the work
among Negroes, the form and struebure of the Party, Party
democragy, and industrial and trade union work. He said that
the Party has been drifting too much and that the Party
leadership is not writing enough material on these important
issues, He also stated that the membership in the New York
Distriet is quesbionning the ability of the national leadership
and stated that morale of some of the membership is very low.

[;;:;::gthen discussed leading policy committees.

He stated That The membership wanbs to know how these policy
committees are constituted. He said they have to be. told

that for the most part these committees consist of full time
Party people. As a result of this, some of the members wanb

to change the composition of leading commibtees. They state
that persons active in mass organizations, who have their ear
ta developments in the mass movemenbt, should be placed on

these policy making committees., He then stated that the
leading committees of Hhe Party should not "hug all the lower
organizations of the Party to their chest." He also said

that differences on policy should be fought out not only in the
higher committees but also on lower levels. Trade union
pollicy should be made by Party members active in the particular
trade union. A

[:::::]then stated that the New York Distriet is
making some progress in this regard. The specific policy is

i made by people in various industries. According to
he following questions are being raissd by the
Party memberships
Do we need a monolithie party?
Do we need a Party with an iron discipline?

He stated that personally he thinks that we have

Amistakenly transferred the Russian experience and concept of

organization to our ecounbtry. This is incorrect inasmuch as
different conditions exist in this country and also because
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we have left out the democratic tradition of the United
States in our concept of organization. He stated that the
monolithic form of organization elashes with democracy atb

any time policy is being made. He said that the higher
bodies in the Party organization should listen to the
suggestions which come from the lower organizations and
should make changes in policy based upon these suggestions.
He also sbated that as a result of expecting unity among

the leadership of the Party thers results a ecertain formalism
and rigidity,

Accordl ng to what the Party needs is a b6
- system of majority rule, The Party should allow for an B7C
area of differences before carrying out the ma jority policy,

He also stated that onee the Party adopts a consbitution ib

should adhere to it, If any changes are nade, they' should not

be made in violation of the constitution: as was done during

the past few years. In this commection, he stated that the

Party should abolish the principle of cooptation.

[:;;::]then discussed the idea of a new party of
Socialism, FHe said that in the past the CP in the United

States had open to it many avenues of struggle; however, at

the present time, practically speaking, the Party is illegal,
Only a handful of people can identify themselves to the workers
and to their neighbors as Communists. In this regard, he stated
that most CP clubs in upstate New York are functional elubs.

He said that the Party in Buffalo is illegal except for the
Organizer who is a full time employee. :

said that some good work is being done in shop
clubs in DUTTaTIo and that they are able to discuss some issues

such as wages and other issues pertaining to working conditions
in industry, bu#::zzi;Ihe membership cannot identify themselves

as Communists, thinks that the Party cannot continue
to exist in this o He said that recently he had
interviewed 75 Party people in upstate New York. Out of

this total of 75; only a handful had been able to hold onto

a job for five years. As soon as it was discovered that they
were "lefts", "Reds", or Communists, they were fired.

With regard to mass movements, he said that if
‘anyone should idenbify himself as a Communist he would be
expelled from the movement. For this reason the New York
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Distriet will encourage functional clubs for the time being
and will not disband them although it is realized that this
is not the best form of Party organization., He also stated
that community clubs should carry on conecentration work

but that in many instaneces not enough of the members of these
clubs are active in mass organizations,

bontinuings[:::;::]said that even in the old days
when the Party had more of a legal status than at present,

very few trade union members would come forward and identify
themselves as Communists. Because of that he said that we

“need the following:

1. Some mass form of Soeialisk expression on
the part of trade unionists and shop workers,

2, Forms of Democratic expression within the
Party itself,

3+« We need to speak up against the Soviet Union
in a manner similar to the recent line
of the "Daily Worker." He said that we
need to do away with the idea that we are
paryeting the Soviet Union or' other Commmist
Parties. This will help to minimize the charge
that the CP of the USA is a foreign agency.

National CP membership and
current membership figures for
several CP Digtrichbs

CG 582L-5% advised that when » coﬁpleted
his report, the National Organization Commission ‘of the CP
presented a set of figures to the National G i e

indicated that in 1955 the New York CFP Yistrict had
members. Thus far, the New York District has registered

[iiiijboardo~ These figures were written by
9 :
8,800 members in 1956,

In 1955, Illinois had a registration of 1,000 members,
In 1956, Illinois shows an offieial registration of 900 members.

- In 1955, Michigan had a total registration of 300,
Thus far, in 1956 Michigan has a total membership of 251
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although the Michigan District claims that its registration
is not yet complete.

. . Ohio had an official registration of 600 in 1955,
So far, the Ohio CP District has registered 580 members in 1956,

Bastern Pennsyivanig had 8 registration in 1955
of 523. The 1956 registration for eastern Pennsylvania is

457,

In 1955 the New Jersey District had a total
registration of 766. The 1956 registration for New Jdersey
is 731.

In 1955 the California District had a registration
of 2,89. The 1956 registration figure for the California
Distriet is 2,900,

The western Pemnsylvania District had a rdgistration
of 150 in 1955. The registration for this District in 1956
is 120,

In 1955 the CP, USA claimed a tobtal registration
of 17,600 on the basis of registration figures which were
turned in by the various Districts.. In 1956, with the
registration almost completed, the registered Party total
membership is 16,500 *

With regard to membershig in the South, in 1955 there
were 22 registered members in the State of Virginia., There
are currently 25 registered members in Virginia. ;

In 1955 there were 1,8 members in Florida. The current
Party membership for Florida is 38,

In 1955 there wére 35 members in North Carolina. The
current registration for North Carolina is 30,

In 1955 there were 16 Party members in Tennessee;
however, there are no figures available for 1956,

In 1955 there were 2l Party members in Alabama with
no figures available for 1956,
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In 1955 there were 57 ?arty members in Louisiana;
however, 23 of these members were considered to be members

ath).arge° There are no figures available for Louisiana for
1956,

There were 37 registered GP members in Texas during
1955 and the current registration figure for Texas is 35,

There are currently three CP members registered in
the State of Georgia and no figure was available For regig-
tration in Georgia for 1955, It is expected that more
members will be registered in Georgia.

During the year 1955, dues payments for the entire
CP, USA averaged 78 per cent. The following are the dues
perceggages for various Districts for the first few months
of 1956:

New York Distriet - 61 per cent

I1linois District - Ll per cent

Michigan District - 26 per cent

- Ohio Distriect - 28 per cent
b Bastern Pennsylvania - 16 per cent
New Jersey District - 22 per cent
California ﬁistriet - " 11 per cent

However, with regard to the percenbtage figure for
the California District, $t was stated that this figure is
probably incorreect since Califeornis usually sends its dues
in large batches,

also gave the following percentage drops in
Party membership between the years 1952 and 1956

Between these years the New York Distpich had a
percentage dPOE of 36 per cent. Illinois?® member ship dropped
L3 per cent, The Michigan District dropped 50 per cent;
however, with regard to the percentage drop for Michigan,

- 19 -




i

DIREGTOR, FBI RE: CP, USA - ORGANIZATION
| ' IS - C |

it was stated that this may be incorrect since the membership
figure for Michigan for the year 1952 was an estimated 600.
Ohio had a 28% drop in membership during these years. )
Eastern Pennsylvania a Bm% drop. New Jersey a 20% drop
between the years 1953 and 1956; there was no membership
figure for New Jersey for the year 1952. California has had
& 10% drop in membership during the period 1952 to 1956.

Discussion on Party
Oprganization

Comments of NEMMY SPARKS

The informant advised that NEMMY SPARKS was the
first speaker during the discussion period. He said that
the Bolshevization campaign during the 1930's plus the
Bureaucratic leadership of Joseph Stalin froze the forms of
organization of the CP. He stated, however, that these
forms of organization are now being unfrozen. He then
briefly reviewed the 1902 concepts of organization by V. I.
Lenin and stated that since conditions are quite different
now than they were in 1902 the CP needs hew forms of organi-~
zation,

Comments of PHIIL BART

Informant advised that BART stated that the most
important task of the Party is to emphasize its ideological
role. He briefly discussed the shop clubs and stated that they
function as trade union fractions instead of as Party organi-
zations. He stated it is necessary for the Party to turn shop
clubs into political organizationss He also warned about the
lack of understanding of the capacity of various CP organi-
zations to perform various functions. He also came out for
the. abolition of shop groups and also for the asbolition of
shop papers.

Comments of EUGENE DENNIS

Self-criticism by DENNIS

DENNIS stated that before discussing Party organi-
zation he first wanted to make a few observations concerning
his article which appeared in the June 18 issue of the “Daily‘
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Worker."  DENNIS stated that he should have said in his
article that the Central Committee of the CP, SU has a
collective responsibility to provide a basic Marxist analysis
of what happened in the USSR with regard to Joseph Stalin.

He also stated that he should have indicated in his article
that ‘new~ relations have been developing between various
Marxisgst parties.

DENNIS also stated that in dealing Wity the "Daily
Worker" in his article, he should have struck a more positive
note on the boldness of the "Daily Worker" in dealing with
questions growing out of the 20th Congress of the CP, SU.
Finally, in regard to the criticism that he was individually
responsible for the article of June 18, 1956, he wanted to
say in self-criticism that he should have consulted at least
the comrades in the Administrative Committee of the National
Committee before publishing this article.

Comments of CG 582l -S% on DENNIS?®
gelf-criticism and the unanimous.
adoption of the statement issued
by the CP

CG 582li-8*% commented that while the unanimous
adoption of the compromise statement and the self-criticism
on the part of DENNIS does not heal the differences on funda-
mental problems it does maintain a status quo for the time
being, This means that the tendered resignation of JOHN
GATES as the Editor of the "Daily Worker" wilIl not be acted =
upon by the CP; USA, At some fubture date, unless the differences
become sharper, it may be officially deeided not to accept
his resignation. While the fight between the forces of GATES
and those of DENNIS is not over, it was the general opinion
of those in attendance at this National Committee meeting that
an advance toward unity in the national leadership was made atb
this meeting although seme fundamental problem may cause a
near explosion in the fubture.

DENNIS®! remarks on organization

-1 O
(@]

DENNIS stated that the report of| Ehows
that the leadership in the New York District has made some
beginnings and changes in the mass work of the Party. With
regard to the "Daily Worker" and the suggestion that it be
abandoned, DENNIS stated that he believes that the Party ought
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to ask the membership of the New York District and the readers
of the paper what should be done with it. He agreed that it

may be necessary to establish a new weekly and abandon, the
"Daily Worker" after the National Convention. He stated,
however, that he thought that the various Party Districts should
be polled on this matter and that we should have their answers
by September when the National Election Conference will be

. held,

DENNIS then went into a discussion of the possibility
of forming a new party of Socialism. He said that such a party
cannot be built in a hurry but to achieve a new party, if and
when conditions mature, the Communists will have to play a key
role., IHe thinks that the CP is not so discredited or at least
not so completely discredited that it cannot play an important
role in forming a new party of Socialism., In order to play
this role, however, it is necessary for the CP to bring about
‘changes in its method of work at the present time., It is also
necessary for the Party to bring about changes in the Party
program. It 'is~ also neecessary to bring about changes in the
structure of the Party organization. As these changes are made
they will facilitate the building of the new party of. Socialism.
He stated that if changes in the structure of the Party organi-
zation do not solve all problems with regard to legality, they
will help the Party to some extent in getting into mass organi-
zations and they will also help the Party members currently
active in mass organizations.

Next, DENNIS stated that it is necessary not to lese
sight of the nped for security not only for the Party but for
Party members ag¢tive in the ghops. But, he said, the CP can
take steps,even while protecting its security, which would lead
to more democratic forms of organizations. He also emphasized
the need to develop the next steps in the fight against lefb
sectarianism. DENNIS said that the battle against left
sectarianism has not yet been won. He also stated that the Party
must wage a conbtinual fight against dogmatism and said that
the fight against dogmatism is not just something for convention
discussion,

DENNIS said that the CP must be patient. He said
that just as hé moved cautiously on the matter of the.
relation of thé CP, USA to other Marxist or Socialist parties
in other countries until he was convinced that the CP, USA had
to move, so the Party leadership must be patient with membership
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in order to move them along new lines of organizabion and
towards new goals.

Comments of

DENNIS was followed by | stated
that he is not certain that the rarty can ever overconme its

errors and the Bureaucracy within its ranks. He stated that
he also favored the abolition of shop units and shop papers
and he asked for an expanded democracy within the Party,

Comments of WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN

The next speaker during the discussion period was
WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, District Organizer of California.

SCHNEIDERMAN stated that there is a real crisis
in the CP and that the problems the Party faces are universal
in the sense that the same problems exist from coast to coast,
He stated that the leadership of the CP must have an open
mind on all matters and that the National Committée will have
to inject itself inbto the present discussion going on within
the Party, He stated that so far the National Committee has -
not done this. He then stated that he wanted to mention a few
things about which the Party membership is talking on the
West Coast. He stated that the membership is asking the
following questions:

Can we change the organization of the CP?

Can the present leadership of the CP, USA change
its poliey?

Do we need a monolithic party?
Do we need military discipline?

What about dissent. How far-can a member go in
digsent in support of his position?

If the Party member fights for his position, will
it be considered factlionalism?
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SCHNEIDERMAN stated that democratic centralism
is discredited. He stated that the Party needs more
emphasis on democracy. Direct representation to countvy
levels is a current demand of the membership. Elective
bodies should verify policies. The higher committees should not
raywi down a.” line to the lower organizations. The Party
should outlaw cooptation. The Party should hold more
frequent elective conferences and elections for positions,
The Party should hold more frequent conventions, We should
have a bill of rights for the membership. There should be
no expulsions from the Party except for anbi-working class
activity or for people who are caught as informers. The
right of appeal in the Party should be automatic. There
should be the right to recall leaders.

SCHNEIDERMAN stated that Party leaders should
review the Constitution particularly with regard to the
matters of appeal and democracy, At this point, SCHNEIDERMAN
commented that he has been unable to find a 1938 Constitibion
of the CP, USA. He stated thathe will probably have to consult
the prosecution or read the court record in order to know what
is in this Constitution.

SCHNEIDERMAN also stated that the Party membership
has a universal demand that the national leadership tell them
something about the different opinions among the members of the
National Committee, The membership is also interested in atb
least some details of the conflicting opinions of the menbers
of the National Committee. He stated that the Party members

.are also asking for a more frequent review of Party policy
especially after a policy has been tested in action. The
membership is also asking for more simplified agendas and
they also want permission to .let the clubs decide their ouwn
agendas. The membership also wants all agendas to include a
good and welfare clause so that any member can raise whatever
problem he has on his mind.

SCHNEIDERMAN also stated that the Party should make
it obligatory for the leadership to listen to and act upon
proposals made by the rank and file members,

According to SCHNEIDERMAN, the Party members are

also asking how Party leaders are being chosen. How will future
Party leaders be selected. He stated that some Party leaders
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have suggested that the names of persons aspiring to leadership
be made availagble to the membership in various parts of

the country so that they can obbtain a record of the Party
activities of these people and see if they are worthy of

being elected to positions of national leadership,

. Next, SCHNEIDERMAN read a few sentences from a letter
he had recently received from LOUISE TODD. She indicated thatb
some of the matters about which she wrote were being discussed
in the Party ranks at the present time. She stated that :
because of the +turmoil in the Party steps should be taken
at the present time to institute changes in the Party in regard
to a policy of democracy. She also stated that the Party
should open discussions on the national leadership. She also
stated that all Parby members should be notified that
currently the Party is carrying on discussions conserning
possible changes in Parby Constibubion. She also stated that -
the members should be notified that currently there-is a committee
working on suggested changes in the Party Constibution., She also
stated that the Party should publicize a series of proposed
changes in the Party Constituiiono

Next, SCHNEIDERMAN discussed some views of imporbtant
problems. He stated that these views were held by what he
called non-Party people. He stated that he had met with a
group of non-Party people who are Longshoremen and that he
had met separgbely with HARRY BRIDGES, whom he characterized
as a non-Party labor leader, He said that HARRY BRIDGES said
that the CP is havi too many discussions about past mistakes
made by the Party. hese discussions of past mistakes are
currently a handicap in the Party’s operations,

BRIDGES stated that the CP is illegal and that it
is not getting anywhere., He stated that the Party cannot grow
since it cannot obtain reeruits; therefore, it will eventually
die, In the opinion of BRIDGES, the CP should dissolve at the
National Convention in December, After its dissolution, the
CP should wait for at least six months before a new Party
comes inbo being, Without a waiting period of at least six
months, the dissolution would be interpreted as a gimmidc and a
new party would be subject to prosecution.

SCHNEIDERMAN said that BRIDGES stated that when a new
party is formed that this parby should talk American not
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New Yorkess., He stated that the CP would have to keep in
mind that there has been a long period of prosperity in the
United States and that this period of prosperity has affeeted
the thinking of the American working man. BRIDGES said
that the American working man is not going to give all-out
support to some will-o-the-wisp unless he sees that it is
something practical.

BRIDGES then stated that he did'not agree with PAUL
SWEEZY, an editor of the "Monthly Review,' who has suggested
‘the formation of a Fabian Society which would propagate
Socialism bubt would not have any real organization. BRIDGES
stated that he thinks that there is room for a parbty of
Socialism in the United Statess This would be a new kind
of party which would atbract trade unionists. This parby
might be a federation consisting of an association of
Socialist minded people. BRIDGES stated that if such a party
comeg -into being and thig party is not identified with the
Communists, he would consider joining such a party.

i Next SCHNEIDERMAN talked about industrial clubs in
the CP. SCHNEIDERMAN stated that the Party should retain the
industrial club, at least for the time being, inasmuch as there
was nothing better to supplant it. SCHNEIDERMAN stated that
one trouble with the organization of the- CP, USA is that it has
the same form of organization and the same tasks for g club of
60 members as it has for a club of 6 members. As a result,
many Communist clubs are given impossible tasks to perform.

He stated that someone has compared the CP clubs to a8 pyramid
standing on its point with everything being pored down upon

it from the top. He stated that it is necessary for the Rarty
to become more realistie and to refrain from giving exaggerated
tasks to the membership.,

Comments of | . | ifp
Executive o) e ' s

New York CP District

CG 582l=8S% advised thatb stated that in 1946
the CP in the New York Distriet had a tobal membership of
26,000 and that in 1950 ths total membership of the New York
District was 17,700, “
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It is to be noted that in his report,
had stated that in 1946 the New York Distriect had & Ttotal

membership of 30,000 and that in 1950 the New York Pistrict ke
had 2l,000 members. : p7C
- | |stated that he was a little worried because

some persons present at this National Committee meeting ha
hat they were encouraged by the report of

| stated that there are many problems in the New York
15Trict and that no one should feel too encouraged. He

. Sbated that he wanted to repeat what had been said previously
and that is that the Party faces a crisis. He stated that .
because of the economic boom in the United States the workers
are not willing to listen to CP members, He also stated thatb
there is political reaction in the United States which has

helped to isolate the Party. He stated that not only has the
Party committed numerous mistakes which also isolated it

but the 20th Congress then came along and depened the crisis
of the CP, USA.

stated that the root cause of bureaucracy
in the CP, USA i1s not the full time Party functionaries.

He stated that bureaueracy is built into the constitution i
of the CP, USA. He also stated that he is in favor of the
retention of shop clubs until the Party can find some better
form of organization.’ He said that originally he was in
favor of the immediate abolition of shop clubs but that a
recent trip to upstate New York convinced him that a situation
different than that which exists in New York compells the
“retention of shop clubs. He stated that we still have to
give some security to CP members in industry. He stated that
he could see no form of organization which would do a better
Job of giving security to these members at this time than

the shop club.

‘ then went to the blackboard and indicated
that he, too, had had some meetings with a number of important
trade union people who are now outside of the CP,

: CG 582l=5% commented that when the persons at this
meeting, such as spoke of trade union persons who are
not Party persons ¥ may or may not have meant what they
have said. Explaining this, the informant stated that if a
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trade union person is subject to the Taft-Hartley Law, he
may be formally out of the Party but if a trade union person
is not subject %o TPaft-Hartley he may bea pecret member of

£y. The informant stated that he is not certain what
had in mind with %his characterization,

stated that during these discussions with
~these trade unionists, he asked them somse questions with
regard to the possibility of building a new Socialist party
in the United States and what their .position would be with
regard to such a party., He said that he also asked them
what steps could be undertaken at the present time in order
to bring some trade unienists, including ex-Party members,
e¢loser to the'current thinking of the CP, especially since
the CP is changing its methods and forms of wWork, -

It is noted that this topic was further developed
by JOHN GATES who also spoke for the New York District,

Comments of ED STRONG

‘ as followed by ED STRONG. STRONG stated
that he thought that the following three matters should be
glven serious consideration:t _

1. Do we face a crisig?

He stated that in his opinion the CP, USA does face
a erisis which is related to problems growing out of the 20th
Congress of the CP, SU.

2. What is the nature and.source of bureausracy
in the Cp2

He stated that to merely say that bureaucracy is
built into the CP is not the answer. He said that he thinks
that the Party should look seientifically for the eause of
bureaucracy in the" Party,

3. How do we solve this current erisis in the
Party? Can we do it and can we do it before
the National Convention?
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STRONG stated that he hopes that the Party will
not set a time limit for the solution of the current crisis.
He stated that to do this would be to once again place an
impossible task before the membership. STRONG said thab
to place something like a 30 day limit on the solubion of
the crisis might result in an even bigger crisis.

Comments of JOHN GATES

STRONG was followed by JOHN GATES., GATES said that
he was pleased by the self-criticism remarks of EUGENE
DENNIS, He said that this self-criticism will go a long way
to solving some of the Party's problems. It will also help
him to resolve problems of self-criticism.

GATES stated that he is not teo pessimistic. He
does not think that the Party is through or finished. The
Party still has many asasets, however, he stated that if
the CP does not make some chan%es it will be through as =
factor in the United States. ithout changes, the CP will
disappear as a political force even though it conbtinues to
exist in name. He stated that some members are already leaving
the Party and that some others are watching to see what the
leadership proposes to do before deeiding whether or not they
will leave the Party.

GATES stated that WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN presented
the thinking of the California Pistriet but that this thinking
is prevalent throughout the Party and that some of the
suggestions of the California District should be put into effect
nationally at the present time.

. GATES also stated that since the CP is illegal that
it is going %o be difficult to fight for democracy within the
arty without, at the same time, fighting for democracy in

the country. He asked what the Party could do to change thisg
sltuation. How can the Party survive and make its contribution
to the new Socialist party which will come into being in the
fubture, GATES stated that some illegality in the CP is gelf-
imposed; however, some of the proposals made during the
discussion at this meeting conbained the elements to make
change possiblej for example:

1. The question of democratic eentralism,
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2. The changing of the name of the FParbty,

He said that the changing of the name of the Party
should be discussed, not as a gimmick, but as something to
give relief to the CP before the Party is able to build a
bigger party of Socialism.

3. Phe deletion from the Constitution of the CP, USA
of the words, Marxism - lLeninism.

He said that this is neceassary if the Party wants to

establish legality.

GATES then said that the Party has only begun to
fight against sectarianism. He sald that the trade union people
think that the Party should not dissolve. He then went to
the blackboard and he, too, indicated that he had met with
some leaders from a number of unions., He mentioned the Typo=~
ﬁraphical Union, the Teamsters Union, and the Furriers Union.

e also referred to them as non-Party trade union people,

He said these people think that the CP should not dissolve.
He said that they feel that even if ‘& new Party off

Socialism is formed, a new Party which trade unionists could
join, that the CP can still play a role in the American
politiecal situation inasmuch as it can raise problems which no
other party can raise,

GATES also stated that he had a discussion about the
perspectives for "Labor's Daily." GATES said that perhaps the
CP -ought to pay more abtention to this newspaper since this
paper has received the official endorsement of the AFL-CIO
and also because it may some day become the official organ
of the merged labor unions, He stated that if it does become
an official organ that it might be influenced bthrough locals
or through certain correspondence sent to the paper,

GATES finished with some remarks concerning the
Dally Worker." He said it is necessary for the Party to
face the problsm of the continual burden of the paper on the
Party. He said that 1t may be necessary for the Party to give
up the “Daily Worker"; however, this matter should be fully
discussed and in no event should the Dally Worker" be
abandoned prior to the National Convention of the CP. .
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followed JOHN GATES and she talked
about CP activities in the trads unions and stated that the
Party is lagging behind the trade unions., ©She stated thak
she thinks that the shop clubs have merit but that it is
necessary to get the shop clubs to occasionally diseuss

other than shop problems and to assist the community
organizations with some of their problems. . She also talked
about the change in the character of the leadsrship., She
said that the members in the New Jersey District believe thatb
the authority of the leadership should be limited and that
the conventions of the Party should make merse decisions on
policy. She also stated that shs believes that moré leeway
should be given to the lower orgauizations of the Parby so that
they can explore things for themselves and submit their
oplnions to the higher bodies for further consideration. She
also stated that the Party membership is not clear on the
exaggerabtion of the war dangsr. She stated that it is
necessary to give more factual material on this matter so
that Party speakers ven convince Party membership that the war
danger was exaggerated. She also stabted that the Party needs
more factual material on the wole the Party plays within the
trade union movement. :

Theoretical Remarks of
MAX WEISS

CG 582l=8% advised thab was followed
by MAX WEISS who went into a theoretical exposition of the
c¢risis in the Party. The informant commented that while
everyone thought that WEISS gave a good philosophical reporh
they also felt that his report had Iittle to do with the
sltuation at hand., The informant stafed that the corridor
conversation was that the logiec in WEISS! remarks wasg precise;
however, the premise was incorrect; therefore, everything that

-followed the premise was wrong.

Informant also stated that WEISS! pemarks were
only a part of the diseussion and did nok necessarily reflect
an expression of any sollective body.

WETISS -asked whether there is a erisis in the CP and,
if there is a erisis, whether or not it ean be separated from
the erisis in world éommnnism° He then went into his
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theoretical exposition. He stated that there was a crisis in the
Second International in the early 1900°'s., He said that this
was an irreconcilable conflict and a erisis which could only
be resolved by a split in the Communist movement. Next, he
talked of the second crisis in the Communist movement., He

stated that this erisis occurred when Adoiph Hitler came into
power and a right and left wing of the Socialist movement

came into being. He said that the third crisis in world

ommunism took place when Tito challenged Stalin. Ascording
to WEISS, this third crisis has been resolved; therefore, we

are too late in balking about a current crisis in world
Communism. He said that we are in a babtle with a left sectarian
current but this current has no real basis, therefore, there is
no choice of a split before us.

, WEISS stated that if the CP, SU fought for a policy
different than that adopted by other Communist Parties with
regard %o relationg with the CP, SU, then there would be
a serious erisis in world Communism: however, the CP, SU
is nobt opposed Ho this changed attitude of other parties
toward the Soviet Unioni therefore, there is no crisis.

WEISS said that we are at a historical turning point in a

new era, He stated that if we need to use the word"crisis"

to move the people, to show them that the situation is serious,
then he has no objection to the use of this word; however, if
we are merely talking aboubt the current situation in world
Communism then he is against the use of the word Yerisis."

, WEISS then went inbo a discussion of the period of
the Fhiprd Internationale which he characterized as a period of
"wars and revolubtions.® He said that because this was a period
of wars and revolubtions the CFz at that time were fashioned
accordingly in ordér to meet the situation. He zaid that
now we are in a new era. We are in the era of non~inevitability
of war and the era of peaceful transition. JTherefore, we need
to build a new kind of a party, a party organized quite
differsntly than the parity of the Third International.

WEISS further stated that the CP, USA must unite
Socialism with the labor movement. It must help form and
bring into being a nsw organization which will ultimately
be the party of Socialism. The sbarting peoint is a program.
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He said that the CP today has no progrem. He also stated
that we cannot use the 20 volumes of Lenin as a program.
This does not mean, however, that we are abandoning the
theoreticians of Marxism - Leninism. WEISS stated that
during Lenin's life there was no such thing as Leninism.
Stalin was the one who gave us the term, Leninism. Leninism
was suppesed to be “arxism in the era of imperialism and the
dictatorship of the prolstariat. Now, according to WEISS,
’we have a new situation. There are many new Socialist
countries; there is a different attitude by the various
CPs toward the Soviet Union; therefore, we made a new program
and we should not use the words Marxism-Leninism in our
program,

Comment of BEN DAVIS

& WEISS was followed by BEN DAVIS. DAVIS oﬁly'made
one or two remarks and he stated that the sk ro
civil rights was missing from the report of o L
He stated that this may cause some discussiocn among the Negro ﬁjc

cadre. He also stated that he thought that more attention ought
to be given to the problem of explaining how left sectarian
errors were committed in the Negro field of work.

<« SUumMmary by| |

In a short summary, stated that if the
word "erisis" is considered t6 Be Too scarey in describing
the present situation in the Party then another word should be
used. He stated, however, that he cathnot explain the current
situation in the CP by means of a general historical analysis,
(the informant advised that this was a reference to the remarks
of MAX WEISS),

stated that the Party has finally come out
againgt the left sectarian danger; however, the 20th Congress
of the CP, SU has added some new problems, therefore, it is
neeessary not only to fight against left sectarianism but %t is
also necessary t¢ give explanations to the membership aboub
what has happened during the last 30 years in the Soviet Union.
He sald that this is a problem which needs to be discussed

and that it is necessary for us to give gatisfactory answers

to the membership., He said that the Party needs a most drastie
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overhauling., He said that there is a body of thought in the
Party which says, "let us stand our ground, things will
eventually change anyway.' He stated that if this body of
thought prevails it could be moré disastrous +o us than

the enemy.

In conclusion, stated that he favors soms .
drastic changes in the CP. He gaid that even now we should
begin giving consideration to new democratic processes and
should begin to inbroduce them into the organization of the
Party. He also urged that the National Committee announce
the existence of a Constgtutional Committee and indicate
that this committee will formulate some proposals for changes
in the Constitubion prior to the National Convention.

Proposals and future plans
of the National Committee

CG 582l=8% advised that there were no formal ,
proposals and it was decided tha®t any proposals resulting from
this National Committee meeting would be culled from the
discussion by the Administrative Committee of the National
Committee which was scheduled to meet on Menday and possibly
Tuesday, June 25.and 26, 1956,

This National Committee meebing adjourned at this
point with the announcement that the Administrative Committee
should set the date for the next National Committee meeting.

It was also anhounsed that the National Committee plans to state

that the Party has formed various commissions which are meeting

tp study the Party Convention, the Party orgenization, and

other matters. These commissions are to prepare resolutions

gor discussion by the membership prior to the Nabional
onvention, At the next meeting of the National Committee,
these gommissions are to make progress reports to the Nationmal

Committee,
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AIRTEL DATE: 7/3/56

CRUSA-MEMBERSHIP
IS-C PAGE TWO

ReNYtel 6/25/56 and Buairtel 7/2/56, entitled
”CPUSA-ORGANIZATION, Is-¢c.,"

According to refNYtel, CG 5824-S* has advised
SA JOHN E, KEATING on 6/2L/56 that on that day third session
of GPUSA National Committee was hald o+ jefferson School of
Social Science audit rium, ! assistant National
Executive went t [CRpoard and wrote current
registration figures of leading CP districts., This data
reflected official CP national membership figure for 1955 as

17,600 and current membership as 16,500, with registration
almost completed,

gave registration figures for 1955 and 1956
for several districts, and the following are 1956 figures:

New York 8,800
Illinois " 900
Michigan 251 (registration not complete)
Ohio 580 ’
Eastern Pennsylvania hs7

New Jersey 731
Califorhia 2,900
Western Pennsylvania 120
Virginia 25
Florida 36
North Carolina 30
Texas 36
Georgia 3

The 1956 figures are not availlable for following,
but 1955 figures for areas indicated follow:

Tennessee 16
Alabama ’ 24
Louisiana ' 57 (23 of these considered

members at large)

Foregoing is for information and extreme care must
be used to protect identity of informant,.

KeLLY
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R _ Date: 6/56
%ip ¢ DIRAECTOK, FBI (100-3-68 7/6/5
From : SAC, NEW YORK (100-80638)

: CP, USA ~ MEMBERSHIP
IS - C

On 6/26/56, NY.1767~S# fupnis Locraphs
information in the possession of t her

residence. Original negatives of these photographs
are being made exhibit 1B28 of the subject!s NY file

- on 11/5/55, advised -
that had been Introduced to him during that
montlr by & member of the National Committee of the Cp,
as the Southern Regional Organizer of the CP,

It is noted that during the contact with the above

(628
i

Bureau (100~3 - 68) (RM) ,

(2 - 100-3-69) (CP, USA = Ovganization) (Encs. 2)
(1 -~ 100~2271:73)
Atlanta (M) (Enc., 1)
Birmingham (RM) (Enc., 1)
Charlotte (i) (Enc, 1)

Dallas (f) (Enc,. 1) b6
Houston (RM) (#nc, 1) b7C
Knoxville (&M) (Enc, 1) b7D

Little Rock (RM) (Enc, 1)
Memphis (3M) (Enc. 1)

-~ Miami (RM) (Enc.l)

Mobile (&M) (Enc, 1)

New Orleans (RM) (Enc. 1)
Norfolk (RM) (Enc,., 1)
Oklahoma City (Enc. 1) (#M)
Richmond (RM) (Enc, 1)

San Antonio (M) (Enc. 1)
Savannah (RM) (Enc, 1)

Ste Louis (RM) (Enc, 1)
New York (100-51082) b (#19)
New York (100=869Ll )
New York (100~83317) (HOSEA HUOSON) "(#I9)

New York (100~91418) (JUNIUS SCALES) (312-16)

New York (100-3:1032) (LOU BULNHAM) (#25-11)

New York (100-80641) (CP, USA=Opganization) (#19)
1 ~ New York (100-~86661) ( (#7-5)

' 1j~ New York (100-80638)
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Letter to Director, F3I

Re: CP, USL = MEMBERSHIP
IS - C

'Source as Well as on a previous contact, that it wass
observed %i-at maintains an office in her apartment
which appears to be equipped for the handling of the organi-
zational and financial operations of the Southern Regional
Committee,

Among the material furnished on 6/26/56, by the
Source was a notebook page from a notebook pad on which
appear handwritten notes regarding the CP's 1954-1955
reglstration drive in the ‘South. Attached %to this page
with Scotch tape, apparently for easy removal was a
smaller plece of paper containing what appears to be the
CP membership figures for the Southern states in 1955,
as well as the membership figures by individual states
for 1953, These statistics are set up in the comparative
analysis form with the top number being the number of
persons registered by the CP in the particular state
for 1955 and the bottom number being the membership
total for that particular state in 1953, WNotes also
appear beside certain states listing the number of recruits
and transfers,

It is noted that information recentl
through a highly confidential source in NY on
reflects that the CP's aim for membership registration
for the South.is to.reach the total membership which the
Perty had there in 1953,

The following 1€ an interpretation of these
figuwres as set forths
Georgia =~ 254 of the 1953 membership
1l registered = 1955 ;
hemembership 1953
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Letter to 2irector, FBI

Re: CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP
IS « C

Alabams - 60% of the 1953 membership
T 69 registered 1955
115 membership 1953
(Note made that 8 members were recruited in Alabama

in 1955)'

Louisiana =~ 85% of the 1953 membership

57 registered 1955

67 membership in 1953

(Note made that 2 persons transferred into
Louisiana during 1955),

North Carolina - 87% of 1953 membership
" 6 pe~sons registered in 1955
65 membership in 1953

South Carolina - No perenctage alven
‘ 0 listed as registered in 1955
2 membership 1953

Tennessee = 100% of 1953 membership

' 1y registered in 1955

1 membership in 1953

(Note that one recruit was mnde in Tennessee

in 1955)

Virginia ~ 94% of 1953 membership
: 3l registered in 1955
37 membership in 1953

Florida - Q0% of 1953 membership
63 registered in 1955
70 membership in 1953

Totals Th#% of the 1953 membership registered

Total Membership in 1955-339 -
Total Membership in 1953 -~ L57

TA
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Letter to Jirector, FBI

Re: CP, USA - mjuiBuERSHIP
) IS=C i

The notes on the large piece of paper to which
the membership figures were attached appeasr to be an analysis
- of the registration problems of the particular states; under
Georgia appears the note "Bill-contacts in Atlanta go into
area in week or so"s The "Bill" undoubtedly refers to
HOSEA HUDSON, .who has been known to operate in Georgia and who
utilizes the alias "B111l",

On the note also appears "Freedom Guy has contacts",
This probably refers to LOUIS BURNHAM, who is the editor of the
magazine and paper, "Freedom", publlshed by the CP in NY¥4

The note | or 1ast organizer who khew

people who were in," is undoubteily
NY Secutity subject, who formerly was a district in
the South,

The notes appearing under Alsbama and Louisiana.
are sell explanatory., The identities of the persons described
under "2D and E" are unknown

The "J" mentioned.under Nopth Carolina probably
refers to JUNIUS SCALES an hentioned under Virginia
is probably| b

Copies of these photographs are being made
enclosures to the Bureau and to all Southern offices for
their information and evaluation, Copiles are also being
made attachments to the pertinent NYO files,
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DIRECTOR FBI (100-3 69) .. )
SAC CHICAGO (100-18953)

' GOMMUNEST PARTY USA
'ORGANIZATTION : N
"INTERNAL: SECURITY < c T

T . ) . N X T, © - Doee ! e T . E
. - . . .

v 7F7xfff"* Gare should be used in reportlng the: follow~l}%f“
o Aing dinformation 1n,order to protect the identltv of ',. )
Lo, the 1nformant° R e T T IV _>~,’J{;£uu

R N eI ge. 582u~ # orally furnlshed the :E’ollow:Lng R
e 1nformation “£0,°SA .JOHN E, KEATING on Junhe 23, 1956, Thls

N Kr‘”*informatlon‘had ‘been obtained’on this date by €G- 582&-8 o
el . and NY169A~Sw 1n 8! oonversatlon w1th WILLIAM ZovFGSTER-“‘”'

BRI ,,.':wILLIAM 7. FOSTER stated ‘that the. ma,)ori’by of ;
the New York District of the Gommunist Party- advocate 1ﬁ'f.xfh
‘a>policy: of. crltlcism toward' the" Soviet: Union’ and,%he e
GPSU as a resulf of.the. ‘disclosures made . dt* the . 20th .
Congress of the’ CPSUbe NIKITA KHRUSHCHEVe‘aIn answer o »,?¢
"toa_ stdtement that. other Communist Party]Dlstrlots do o
N not share theé  views: of the' New - Ybrk District ‘in.this - 0 - -
L‘«regardy FOSTER commented .that - the New. Xbrk District: comyan*w,

X,

_prises’ 60% 'of  the total membership -ofiithe’ ‘Commini gt 3
2 : Party SoUSA%. Therefore, -the: opinion- ‘of . the’ maJar y:of' =
B " the New Ybrk ‘Communist, Party Distrlct woulF have'a great .
S affec% upon. the Party natlonallye“;y TR P i
e T (R A(L T

e ;ﬂfffﬁ,;L\* 2 uABureau (BEGISTERED) :@nf" 'i oA
RITCAS S - New York . (REGISTERED) ' Ap L SR
T T S (l,ﬁghmﬂm&ﬂéul)LCP - USA Qrganlzatlon)(#l9) L
EL Tw._a‘i;,\ay“;* 2 1.00= LLQEvauUSA Membersh1p)(#l9) : ' o
L Ve (L lOOw23825)(BENJAMIN .DAVIS, IR, )@#19) : e

g 412 100=8057)( EUGENE DENNIs)(#19) RS S

T (1 =100<9365). (WILLIAM Zi’ FOSTER)
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DIRECTOR, ¥BL . . o .-~ RE . GOMMUNTST. PARTY - USA -
T ;,“;{w,tjf;‘ 7 ORGANIZATION . " Tl
S e ROSTAR 2180 stated that if the wain, danger £ the

. Communi st ‘Party during the.last decade- has been a tendency I

toward left sectarianism, ‘that ‘the Party is now swinging too,ﬂafigf‘:

far to the right. FOSTER also.stated.thdt the. Party leader= ;3*;~Ja,%
: sshipsis trying to isolats, him.: He said ‘that he is not belng R
©. ¢ «.» informed of recent developments and- that only BEN DAVIS: and - l;‘fAy
AP ' GENE'DENNIS had visibed-him.sinece he' moved to his country ~ ‘ﬂ“;iﬂ’
SR ~lre31dence°' ‘He also stated’ that DENNIS had v131ted h1m for - I
L only a few m1nutes°‘~. B T e e e

- 2 [ A - S > RN
. . . 20 N . . -
) " ¢ . M - i~

S '“‘7ac FOSTER also complained that not one’ person had gotten ~‘f~$
e ,,‘ up to defend him and;-the activities of the Communist Party - USA o
I durlng the: last decade ‘at ‘the “enlarged meeting of the National® R
1é[r\ " Comnmittee, which -was held in New York City- from April.28 through
Gy May l 19560, FOSTER asked and answered” the following questlons‘f

‘ . Who kept the Party runn1ng9 BILLAFOSTER Whatrhap,~ : ‘
‘ pened on the Negro question? Ihey . went eragy. They went < T
f%’n berserkor And who wrote the. articlewon the Negro question..~ LT
Now they say I wrote: it too late.: “Was that leftism? The big~ i,*;o»
" .~ -.gest mistake: the Party made ‘was g01ng underground, Who' fought :
o 162 -I dldo . This.was” the blggest error. of leftlsm.made by the

,fy‘Party, , H,VJ L \:“ T"J‘, ‘"f4 ‘ ‘ -
o6 5821;«»8 a0 Stated that FOSTER said ‘that anxi

>,€ artlcle by orie, MORRELL, (ph from. Phlladelph;a,wwhlch appeared
ﬁ]ihﬁ ih, the' "Daily: WOrker", attacks ‘FOSTER ‘and’ compares. FOSTER “to. -

_v 7 JSTATIIN ywithe regard to the cult of the 1rd1v1dual?<?EOSTER also .
R .“stated that -he had. ‘received. a hote from in. Canada an&
REETRAN he 1s havlng the same troubles as FOSTE 1s° “f“j ,,,l,y:y. )
- 'w,v- PN ‘Iu‘h»' ¢ b
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FBI
DATE: 7/12/56
Transmit the following message via AIR-TEL

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-34927)
T0 : DIRECTOR, FBI ‘

SUBJECT: CP, USA District #3
Easte ri Pennsylvania
Philadelphia Field DlVlSlon
IS <« ¢C

The follow1ng information attributed to

mis e raphrased in order to protect his identiTy.
E;%i;i::;Twas contacted on 7/6/56, by SAS WThFﬁ%D ELDER

the Newark Office and f the New
York Office, at which time the informant furnlshed the
following oral information:

Informant advised from Philadelphia
visited him on 7/3 and 4/58, brought with him his
wife and two children. stated the Philadelphia

3

1

Bureau (RM)

Chicago (100~  ){CP,USA)(RM)

(1 - 200~ )(COMLLFIL USWA)

Cleveland (100- )(CP, USA District 6)(RM)
(1 - 100- \(COMIRFIL, ‘USWA )

News y{CP, USA D¢strlct 14) (RM)
]_...
1 - } (COMINFIT. _USWA)

8 - Phlladelphia (1oo- ) [(rMm)
100-

100~
100~
100~ 3
100~

100- g
- 100- COMINFIL USWA)

- Plttsourgh (100~ )(CP, USA Distyict 7)(RM)
(1 - 100- ) (COMINFII, USWA)

- NY 100-22531 { [(7-5)
NY 100-2064Q (ED STRONG)H{7 ”)
NY 100-L2643 7~
NY 100-56579 (FPHIL BART)(19§

1

2
2
3

gBerks ouncty Farmers Union Coop)
ENU PHILLIPS)

2

PHIL BART

J o1t

e

NY 100-28H0 19

NY 100-80638 (CP, USA Membership)(19) =  [emen...INDEE?

NY 100-34927) sgmAU?c ...........

2L ~FILED 4

CP, USA District 3, Eastern Pennsylvania)

- x20 Y _
@- 11\\15 100- 4931 (CP, USA)( ég ° /M “/Pjéﬁﬁ-—! ?’{

NY 100-~27581 (COMINFIL USWA)(7-1) 1192 10%5

‘“““"TT‘“VvveaK<3
H: jn/htk gt NEW T
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DIR&CTOR, ¥BI

: CP,USA District #3
Kastern Pennsylvania
Philadelphia Field Eivision

District of the CP is organizing a meeting of Communist
farmers in five or six counties in Pennsylvania to meet at
Mother Bloor Tarm. The aim of this meeting is to .
re~establish the Communist organization among farmers in

the five or six Pennsylvania counties and to do it independently
of CP members who are leaders in the Berks County Farmers
Union Coop in Reading, Pennsylvania. | in connection
with this meeting invited the informant to meet with him

at Quakertown, Pennsylvania on 7/22/56, [ |told
informant ths PHILLIPS brothers in Reading and several

other officers and leaders of the Berks County Farmers

Union Coop who are CP members cannot be relied upon by the
CP %o carry out its objectives, These individuals are

more concerned about the activities of the Coop.

indicated that the CP i1s now going over the heads o ese
individuals and dealing directly with the Rank and File
Comrades.

The informant indicated he intended to go to
Quakertown on 7/22/56,

!advised informant he has made an extensive
trip thro rn Pennsylvania towns and counties with

the aim of re-establishing contact with Comrades who

not had the benefit of recent Communist leadership. Efffi:::]
indicated that the towns and counties visited by him were

in a pretty precarious position in that they had no

existing Communist leadership to guide them. He stated

only remnants of the CP existed in such cities as

Harrisburgh, Pottsville, Hazleton, wilkesBarre, Coatesville
and Allentown.

| !stated_the Philadelphia District is and
has been staffe v non-Pennsylvanians during the past
three to five years, that is ED STRONG, | E-|and
others, who do not know the 0ld Communist movement in

Pennsylvania, don't know farm people, farm groups, and
leaders, '

propesed that informant go to Philadelphia
for a meeting with Communist leaders. [:::%:::]indicated

-2 -




' d . ’

To: DIR&OTOR, FBI

Re: CP,USA District #3
Eastern Pennsylvania ,
Philadelphia Field Division

that in the near future the Philadelphia District will

arrange a meeting between the informant, PHIL ZART and

=D STRCNG, all of whom were former CP leaders in Philadelphia.
The work experience of these three individuals in the
Pennsylvania area comprises approximately 18 years.

| stated the Philadelphia ieaders want to
probe the minds of RBART, STRONG and the informant as to
the identity of Communist personalities in every -city .. .
who were either krown gs CP members or fellow travelers,
In this manner a list will be built up and organizers will
systemically, touwn by town, canvsgs each one on the list to
see if they are still around and will rejoin the CP.

E;;;::;kstated he has specific CP directions
to re-esta sh The CP in Fastern Pennsylvania and needs
such type of assistance and help as requested of

555

w3 =1 Oy

o QO

indicated to informant that informant

has a tremendously popular standing among members of the
Philadelphia CP and sympathizers thereof, gnd that of all the
former organizers in Philadelphia, the informant carries
the greatest respect.

With regs ganizing the Party in the
Philadelphia aresa, asked the informant whether he
would agree to come to iladelphia in about six weeks to

speak at a public meebting to be widely advertised in the
hope that the informant's name would be bait for some .
Comrades to snatch at and result in their filtering back
into the Party.

The informant told | that he is willing to
confer with Philadelphia CP leaders and is also willing to

attend the proposed Philadelphia public meebting.

With respect tol |the informant advised

that in addition tol duties in Eastern Pennsylvania,
and of the CP, USAr, prior




To: DIRECTOR, FBI

Re:  CP,USA District #3
Tastern Pennsylvania
Philadelphia Field Division

to the steel strike, assigned to make a number of
trips with respect to CP organizational activities in the
event the steel strike should occur, In this assignment
stated that he recently went to Pittsburgh,
Cleveland and Chicaio. The informant commented that in

this capacity, was traveling as a CP, USA
functionary trying to generate CP attention to "horn in
on" the steel situation.

With reference to the internal situation of the
CP in Philadelphia and the mastern Pennsylvania District,
stated he expects extensive changes in the district
ensuing from the present uproar in the CP. expects
emoved and a number of others also expec O g0
| indicated that in the Eastern Pennsylvania Digtrics,
asically Philadelphia, there is as much of an uproar inside
the CP as there is in New York., He stated extensive
disillusjionment among CP members and especially amongst

Party and pro-Party Jewish circles there is the greatesgt
disturbance and indignation, :

indicated a little of this dissension
might get out or hand, but express idence that the
Party would be able to handle it. i blamed a lot

of trouble on the fact that the Pennsylvania State leaders
are paralyzed to do anything because they do not know what
to do iIn thatmno clear decisive line is forthcoming from
the.CP, USA. stated that between the efforts to
re-~establish The CP in Philadelphia and the efforts to btry

to handle the confused internal situation, the Philadelphia
leadership has its hands full.

The informsnt stated in conclusion that
may be considered the Eastern Pennsylvanis CP leader with
the title State Chairman or State Secretary of the Eastern
Pennsylvania CP,

 KBLIY
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S o 6/5/55#
_ﬁhe pasf,, f’urgishe&

, specific raquzst, of

whc; 'h Xummshe& xeliable'ﬁnfomaﬁisn in
Fe Tollowing. ini‘omaﬁion to SK GABRTEL Ry JARTINZ. 0070
g ligld in Gincinnati on 6/2/56." This meeting was ™ o .0
for-Hamilbon Counby, Ohio, .at the - s Teen
8,30 Olevelaﬂd, and, included in the

. 101
attendance were, A“?’HONE KRCHEER“UQ in

State Gha;man ‘o the: Gi-", ami
or thecHegro ¢adres
'as eizzg dentica‘L m.th

KRCHMSUTE nduired of

if-he wgs.,
activity in:Nashville,

.., Yelated ‘thab "{n the peanbime; he would:
6P An-order that somebna mﬂdﬁ, oantac,é |

ﬁﬁw intmauéqd himself 2 Stabe:

Durm., this :meeﬁ:m,_., 3.’& was po:mted auh that‘
'bransferr d by his emﬂomm_ﬁashm:ie, Tenmases; with

- TEnnesseg, and vihen answeréd I t’ﬁe sffirﬁzatz&e, v
RRCHMAREK™ sbaned; ﬁthat He woald, nava"his embérship. transferred to Hashml;!.c?‘
-adding that-this: yould teke: dpproximtoly e Bix months ‘poriods < ERGHNMAREK "

iroduced hz.mself as-bhe “Ghm

desivous of: miutzzmim* is! GP

s ’é.he Natiorsl: Board of: ‘ﬁh
L4t I}ashville, Tannessee

KRC'&:M shrassed: the {nporfence of

Fainteining contacs with: © %

. Clnéinnatl during

will be mads. g.vailable ‘throuzh STERR op
: bhakt: Quiting Hhis’ périod a1l t;animqhs Wit

"5 Diraskor (R8).
3 - %ieve}.and (Rﬁ) N

s MEE 1P}
 Hemphis (mmsazg) .(
= New ¥ori: (msam}
i AN E:I.ncx.nnaﬁi
ﬁE@ QJAH» -

the period hé: is in Nashy
-Gontach is made; stabing that furi‘-hezninﬂ ch:,o fig. as o actnal: Qonhacﬁ

Yot there will be'ng’ eorrespondende’ heweenz
~ f Eda.tion, o, GP”Iiﬁaraiiure wi]‘.l be’ m:x.la& to h:.'.a :ae;f a

e, unbil guch Fimeias aetvhl

f* KR(EI{ARE’ smnhasiﬂzed«':

ssf«s{éx-lsnf{ :
s’;mlzsnf' 2
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... FROM

L0 FaRT cj; : M E uo. R Ay D U 1R UNITED S‘I‘A‘I‘ES GOVERNMENT

o ”1ng,1nformatlon in order to prdbect ‘the identltv of the = «:*

', gigning ‘From the  Communisk . Party. CG- 582& S commented .

DI;REGTOR F'BI (100—3-68) - DATE ] ‘7‘56

,“\) s

Party: «‘USA. A T e ”.;'

. ‘~ the Communist Parby.  FINE.also ‘stated that R R

“‘the Executlve SeSS1on of the Zoth Congress of the=CP8Uqﬁfg5

‘f of the Givil Liberties Gommlssion of the Oommunlst .”“;'u.f”"'

;.'fj;.ABureau (REGISTERED) L LT
*Newﬁxerkwa*‘ﬁmﬁw RED) X

.iféfiﬂ%(i‘" 100‘80 J&LQGP = USA, Membersh1p)(#19) v;}f~if'

"2 = Chicago .

¥ . P e
Y oew . o -

SA.G CHICAGO (100-18952) L,

- CoMMuNIST! PARTY USA | Sl ; 3
- MEMBERSHIP =~ « - L T
- INTERNAL, SEGURITY: —e PR

Care should be: used 1n reportlng,the follew~f};ff;

1nformant° gx‘wf #,d,y,;;,e, .‘w.&‘*A T ‘w..;.kv;g\J

GG 582h-3wnorally’furnished ‘the : follow1ng ’“‘“».»
1nformation ‘o SA JOHN E. KBATING on June 23571956." The ’
“informant had recelved‘thls information oh:-that date , e
from FRED FINE, Exeeutive Secretary of the Gommunlst tagf'a,-

S “HINE told o, 1nrormant ’chat HOWARD" R8T, Was L
made the ‘gtatément. that he is: oonsmdering_r sioning fron . - 25 b

" hag’ made - the statement that he.is also consmderlng re«?tf*1fw“,,;,

- that 1F theds tws: .persons ‘do Tesigh. ‘from the: Party, Bt <,m Eﬁﬂ s

Swill, illustrate “$le- current crisis among: the’ 1ntellectual ’
;nwmbers of. the Cotmunist -Party = USA as @a:résulbt.of the o

dlsclosures nada’ by NIKTTA: KHRUSHCHEV in his. speech: to,

-+ FEED FINE s1so stabed that SIMON. GERSON bold- "
hlm ‘that he: is going toturn in his- resignation ds head

U=89691L) (CP- % USA,- Domestic Admlnlstratlon‘lssues) *9<
(g 100-»89816)(FRED FINE) (#19), o AT
(1 =-100=13L|L'73)(SIM0N Y. GERSON) ;

(1431004 7 7.) (HOWARD FAST) - " »/tQ,. 0= 9
(177100 'i : ) e uﬁfsﬁ@iﬂﬁ ;

&m&wm
/\

(1 o A/:L3u-»u6)

-7 A -
Foo iNY by
2 v
e 3
. ‘ .
w - 3 :,
.- .
% .
» s
Y - £ ﬂ -
: Y p L




. understand why this "seasonedé,leadershlp of the New York DlS—‘f‘B'

3 B N A e P N

DIREGTOR;"FBI ST e Q;BE"

ce P . - ]

“Party - USA. FINE stated that GEBSON resents the “Pact. that he
has . not been ihvitéd to atténd meetings.of the Natidhal Com-

mittee of the Commmist Party - USA. -FINE stated that GERSON

:i; *sald that he-is no. langer g01ng to be a mere errand boy for

the National Offleeoi;ﬂ;

. T v IS
- - a R ., - L3
oo AN s 3 -

u-{

;‘“' . eserding bg FINE, CEASON alss atbacked: the leadera—~;

* ship. of the New. York. Communist Party Districh. -FINE statéd'.
that~GEBSON referred ‘40 sthe” NeW York District: 1eadership in

‘g +garcastic mamer, . ;nasmuch as he stated that he- could not,”

triet. is permltted 0, panrti cipate in meetings of ‘the National

Offlce than he 1s°;

i : s oa
., .

Commlt tee-and is receiving more consideratlon from the Natlonal‘”




. OFFICE.

FROM

RNVNS

o -
_lv‘

o

L2

. SUBJECT:

(‘DIBEGTO'B- FBT (100;3_,6‘3)
SAC, CHICAGO | o
N COMMUNTST PA'RTI - UsA _' R o RO

‘9, 19563 Louisville letter to the Director dated May .

‘captloned as above‘

‘hibited to SA JOHN E. KEATING on April 28, 1956, by
fale) 582)_!:.» e

- mation: . °

2 - Bureau '(‘B"EGI‘S'TERED)
L 2= Indlanapolis

"MEMORANDTUM # = # % UNITED STATES GOVEBNMENT

' DATE: 7—13 sco
(100-18952) ‘

MEMBERSHIP : .
INTERNAE SECUBITY - C

Re Ghicagé 1etter to. the Dlrecter dated May

15, 1956¢ New York letter to the Director dated June ‘ '
1, 19565 Memphis letter to the Divector dated Jume 12, . - =
19563 and Bulet to Chicago dated June 28 1956 all L

All of these:- 1etters deal With a note ex—‘:’
ﬁhis note contained the follouing inforn

"Tb Kenvucky, via Indiana through Chicago" 'vj‘;}

ThlS note was 81gned as follows, )
b6
b7C

"F Bo Southern Reg;wcomm"w'::

(»REGIS‘I‘ERED) S
(1 = 100- ¢ )(cP - USA, Membershlp)
(1 - 100=-9529)(EMA.NUEL BLUM)
1 - Loulsville (100-213) (CR - US4, Membershl )CREGIS‘I‘ERED)

‘ﬂ'l - Memphis =

- Now=¥ork -

(100-2198) (CP - US4, Membership) BEGIS'.[EEED)
“(REGESTERED) . ~

"‘(’1 - 100~80638)(GP - TUSA, Membership)(#l9)

“SETOUSBIO8 2 ) (FANNY TICHT) (#19 )

T - 100-85686){

|(#20-11)

© " ESEARGHED. iﬁﬁg‘é‘ Yoy .,
{SERAZED G mAL)
L1g1sse - v o
. = PRl ewvoRs LS L
: #49 T N S
é ‘ ‘ p . “:,_; jtf

h - Chieago . —_—. . - Fo o ;;'{ o
= P e w0
(1 - 100-2398)(01? - USA) ‘/'?Q", o -;”g’ o %3?——/@94;
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~follows:.

' LT T . o MR P " o L. -
P ] T N - e ’ .- v . s .
N e N , L . - . . 1 . . ,
T P N - s . [N ’ B s . oo
. ot - - oy g L . "
s - .o v .. P . T T T .
. A - . , o7 \ .
i : I . . -
. . N
. ;e N . - - < N
. N PN ' 5 ' , . . .
- St e s - . Voo “
PP TR ATE - S \ ¥ . . bane” 1
4 A 1 “. . 53 N R s v B . “
. B B “« . ’ . . .. . ‘ .
.
s
»

. DIRECTOR, FBI . . -  '. FRE: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA

7. MEMBERSHIP |

. " Attached to this note was antéﬁvéldpefadéréésed %5,'

. In31de this envelope was “the follaﬂlng letter;(»f'A

”n"3658 Townes Aveo’;,> ,
Memphls 12,. Tenn.. 7

- "Dear andr

L

~ "Thls w1ll 1ntroduce a frlend of yours, Ann.ll'

LT ,"“" “As ever,
| ML & M"

. Referenced Bulet requested that. CG 582&-8% be ques- -
tioned concerning this communication-relative to its signlficance

. .and_ the part. .CG 582h~3" played in ‘the. transm1331on of this com-" .
e *municatlono o -

RS

PR "m
e i,

It is to be’ noted that the New Ybrk and Memphls D1v1~

':fnfiLﬁthls note, envelope and letterq>; T PR : ,ﬁ w\}» :
i e 0 B8ol-St was interviewed by SA- Jomw B. KEATING on-

Commissién of the Communist: Party - USA, possibly

ISADORE WOFSY or PHIL BART, handed this material,.along with -
somé” literature, to the 1nformant with . the request that the
informant take it with him to Chicago. ‘TInasmich as EMANUEL

BLUM is the Communist Party Qrganizer for Indiana; and Kentucky

is also under the jurlsdlctlon of BEUM; CG 5824-Sm gave

4fthis material to BLUM. S . T

Slnme +the- poSltion of ele) 582&-3* 4in . the Gommunist

{fPaPtY does not’ normally involve the 1nformant in detalls of

.'_ 2 _‘ ‘ -

vlfsions ha%e been able-to identify the’ 1ndiv1duals involved in . _jf ?f&th

‘thly 10, 1956 regarding this material. "At the time C& SBZA—SN'L;W
*,* received this material, the: ‘informant was in New York City to ’
* - attend.an enlarged meetlng of the’ Natlonal Committee of ‘the-
< Communist Party - USA, While in the National Office: ol the
© CUommunist Party - USA some member of the National O
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DIRECTOR, - FBI ‘RE< GOM’I‘UNIST PARTZ' - USA
7' MEMBERSHIP o R
Gommunlst Party organlzat:.on, partn.cularly in connection wn.th .
the State of Kentucky, it was not. approprlate for the informant
to ask the s:Lgnificance of this material, nor was any explana-
" bion offered, since the- informant was merel’y actbing as a 'means:
of: transmlssion in this instance.’ For thesé reasons .CG 582l-Sx
‘ecannot attach’any further significance ‘to th:n.s materlal beyond :
, that Whieh lS apparent on its fa.c:eo i
- ) ' 3 o 4 ' . . ::.Vﬂ >
N = n . o R “ 1‘\2; : ' , :o'
s . . ‘ " e : ; ‘
- f 2 N ‘ N ] . ' . T - :'
LR N . R “* ’
o N % ~ ‘ ! < iy - - Y oL
, ' - -T=3- . . L : -
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FBI
Date: 7/18/56
Transmit the followihg message via ATRTEL

(Priority or Method of Mailing)
From SAC, NEW YORK (100-80638)
To: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-68)

CP, USA -~ MEMBERSHIP
IS-C

Re New York letter, 7/6/56, on the above captioned
matter,

This communication contained in i furnished
by NY 1767-S* in the possession of which is-
believed to be the CP membership figures for individual . - ,
Southern States in 1953, and the registration of CP members -
in 1954-1955, ' L

For the information of the Bureau and all offices
recelving copies ofthis communication, these figures are fr
the 1954-1955 period of membership and in CP terminology -
would be more probably known as the 1954 Registrations, ] f
All offices are requested to keep this in mind when . eTe
analyzing the original figures set forth in the communication - -
and enclosures,

KELLY

6xBureau (100-3-68) (RM) .
$2~100=3~69XGP, USA-~ORGANTIZATION)
—(1-100-227473)
2=Atlanta (RM)
3=Birmingham (RM
3=Charlotte (RM
2=Dallas (RM)
2~Houston (RM)
2-Knoxville (RM) : .
(CARBON COPIES CONT'D)

A S

\éi%,£5,~~ﬁ ' * . o
R e o g

(Special Agent in Charge) ‘ |
oo N / b4 D6 ZP— /627

\ “ , y a?h'?;?‘ \
; HPQIFNC (19) %47

208,




FBI

Date: 7/18/56

Transmit the following message via PAGE TWO

(Priority or Method of Mailing)
From SAC,

To:

CARBONS COPIES CONT'D

2-Little Rock (RM)

2~Memphis (RM)

2=Miami (rRM)

2-Mobile (RM)

2-New Orleans (RM)

BeNorfolk (RM)

2-0Oklahoma City (RM)

3~Richmond (RM) S '
2-San Antonio (RM) \
2=Savannah gRMg :

2=St. Louis (RM

1=New York (100=51082) ( H(19)
l=New York (100-8A944" {

1=New York (100=83317) { [19)
1==New York -(100-91418

1=New York 100~34032) (LOUIS BURNHANM) (20-:113
1-New York (100-80641) (CP, USA-ORGANTZATFON) (19)
1-New York(100-86661) - '
él}New York " (100-80638)

Approved: . . ' Sent . M Per

(Special Agent in Charge)

b7

(@]
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- :.ndiv:.duals visited the BARTS at the;fLr apar‘cmen‘b.,

5 abouﬁ

| S
. statad tha‘l; MARTHA
2 "ha.ving; smpper a.t 6

%

. BA RIORARD A, 'DONOVAN .- T L T

f‘s’cated she was: o a mMeeting last night'.. CONNIE: BART:and
-an unidentified.wonian: discussed the una,ttached -beopleidn - '-:
thé Party: membership. ‘The ihidéntified Woman s‘ca{ced that “she
~‘had heard some: fantastic figurss - “that L0 8. 20% of . the member o
ship was unattached. - This unidentified woman, stated "that' RS
.she had 'difficwlty-in. abbaching,. CONNIE BART stated that R
‘ she was given the figure that. approx:.mately Qne-third of,
the Jnembership is. old or sick: B 4

"being’
pl‘biflilly‘ li’b‘ble abou’c ‘quokl:yn J?HII: BART- S‘ba;bed "This
15 the Brooklyn Sectiocn Orgapizer' .CONNIE BART ..sbated.

"I collegted- yesi;erday, bul. 1t will not take effect *un‘biln
after I.‘ return from my vaeabz.on . ‘ o

e et unident:.i'ied woma.n s’ca‘bed tha’c-
Orgamzer unt:.l she lef‘b n.n 1951 :

sAe, NEW YORK (100-12959)

Ideni‘.lty of lnformant' ‘NYf 1750-5*

‘h

Reliabila.ty., - LT ',”“f“who 45 in 4 position to S
: Yol o furnish ’relz.able li_m:’oma‘bion;»f

’Ghis dnte, informant advised that, CONNIE BART R

oTclock']

Informan:& adv:.sed that on this dai;e. 'bhe i‘ollowing

DORO'I‘HY ROSE and. ATRERT (PTUMBERG-‘?)
ETHEL and HARRY

Infoz:mant advised oh Ehis’ aate that GONNIE BAR‘J}

. Informant; advised ‘bhat: COWNTE BART ‘stated . someth:mg
Brookl;yn Section Organizer,h gbut l;:nowing
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